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CHAPTER I. 


GENERAL,. 

M. E, 1118 ( 17th August 1942—16th August 1943.) 

Travancore (Malayalam— Tiruvitamkur) is the' southernmost 
Indian State and occupies the south-west portion of the Indian penin¬ 
sula. It forms an irregular triangle, with its apex 
Situation and at Cape Comorin, between 8° 4' arid 10° 22' North 
Area, Latitude and between 76 3 13' and .77° 38' East 

Longitude. Travancore is bounded'on the north by 
the State of Cochin and the British District of Coimbatore. The 
British Districts of Madura,. Bamnad and .Tinnevelly constitute its 
eastern boundary and on the west and south he the Arabian Sea and 
the Indian’Ocean. Travancore’has an area of 7R61'7 5 square miles, its 
extreme length from north to south being 174 miles and its extreme 
width, 75 miles. 

The Western Ghats form a continuous mountain chain of varying 
altitude from north "to south, isolating Travancore from the Madras 
■Presidency on the east and conferring a distinctive- 
Physioal ness on its history and culture. ' From the mountain 

Features. heights walling in the State on the eastern bound¬ 

ary the country undulates to the west over hills of 
dense vegetation' till it reaches the cultivated 'plains which skirt the 
backwaters and the Arabian Sea. Extensive tea : and cardamom 
plantations have sprung up on most of the higher elfevations; pepper, 
rubber, ginger and turmeric flourish in the lesser uplands; and in both 
regions, there are reserved forests of valuable timber, both of virgin 
growth and of scientific planting. There are stretches of paddy culti¬ 
vation terraced along the valleys, and paddy cultivation is also exten¬ 
sively carried on in the irrigated areas towards the south ia Nanj.inad 
and Edan^d and inf he fefis and backwater reclamations in the -"’•th. 
The broad coast-belt and the shores of the back-wa'terS are cover 
dense cocoanut plantations, while all over the plains are, g 
addition, around homesteads, a variety of trees such as the a) 

G. P. T. 2113. 



jack, the mango, the tamarind and the oashewnut. Tapioca is culti¬ 
vated almost everywhere ia the lower levels and the raising of yams, 
beans and gram is considerable. The State reserved forests cover an 
• extent of slightly less than :a third of the entire area and are well 
> timbered with teak, black wood, ebony, jack, anjili, etc. The elephant, 
the leopard, the tiger, the bison, the bear, the sambur and a variety of 
small game are plentiful in the forests. Among the characteristic 
features of the country are the broad lagoons or baokwaters forming 
a cheap high way for traffic from the extreme north to as far south as 
Trivandrum, connected by navigable canals along the entire littoral 
and numerous streams and rivers flowing westward to the sea. Ex¬ 
tremes of temperature are unknown in the low country, the prevailing 
characteristic of which is a warm humidity. But the country cools 
as _it climbs to. the bracing heights of Peermade, the Cardamom Hills, 
the High Banges and the Ponmndi Hills. Travancore receives a share 
of both the'south-west and the north-east monsoons, the former in a 
larger measure than the latter. The south-west monsoon begins abont 
the middle of Edavam (May-June) and the north-east monsoon.com. 
mences in the month of Thulam (October-November). The raiflfall is 
generally heavy, averaging about 89 inches per annum. Bice, fish and 
tapioca form the staple food of the people. 

The population of the State, according to the decennial census of 
1941 is 6,070,018 (3,045,102 males and 3,024,916 
Population. females), the increase in population for the decennial 
period (193.1-41) being 974,045 or 19T per cent. 
The.average density of population in 1931 was :665 per sq. mile and it 
rose to 792 per sq. mile in 1941; if calculated on the area of land 
available for cultivation, the density of population 
DiiCHbution. rises,to 1,463 per sq. mile., Trivandrum, the Capital 
City, has a population of 1,28,365. 1 The principal 
towns are Alleppey, Nagercoil, Quilon, Kottayam, Changaoaoherry, 

, Tiruvalla, Attingal and, Parqr, t ,'Villages, and village life as prevalent 
on the East Coast are . practically unknown except in parts of South 
Travancore. Elsewhere, the conditions are rural or semi-rural and the 
people live in detached homesteads, each nestling in its own tree- 
planted and walled-in garden. 1 Hinduism, the 
Religion. religion of the ..Baling Family, is the. predominant 
religion and its followers, divided into various caste 
groups constitute nearly , three-fifths (3,671,497). of the entire 
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population while the denominations al Christians, including the Syrian 
Christians, represent nearly one-third (1,963,790), and the Mahomedans 
nearly one-fourteenth (434,3 50). There has long existed in the State 
a small body of European and .American residents. ; The number of 
literates per 100 of the population is 47T. The 
Jjiieracy. percentage of literacy for males is 58T and for fe- 
? ■ males 36:0- . .Except among a,small section' of the 

population, the Purdah system is unknown in Travancore. Women 
generally enjoy great freedom in the State, and this ; fact coupled with 
Positimi of their general education has brought about their 

Women. active participation in affairs. ,'-v 

From the point of view of progressive administration and of 
literacy, Travancore yields to no State or Province in India and in 
! . point of population and revenue is next only to 

Travancore Hyderabad and. Mysore. Hyderabad which is nearly - 

compared with eleven times as large as Travancore is only a little 
\ other States. oyer two and a half times as populous. Mysore, 
Gwalior and the neighbouring colony of Ceylon aro 
nearly four times as extensive, but their population is, respectively, 
about one and one-third and three-fourths of and the same as that of 
Travancore... Baroda, though nearly, of the same area, has only less 
than one-half of the population of Travancore. ■ 

The-early history of Travancore is in great part shrouded in 
tradition; but there is little [doubt that the Maha- 
Bistorical raja is the representative of the Chera- dynasty, ona 
Sketch* of the three great Hindu dynasties which exercised ■ 

l sovereignty at one time in south India. The English 

first settled at Anjengo which they obtained in 1684 on a grant from 
the Queen of Attingal which was subsequently ratified by the king- of 
Travancore,- Marthanda Varma, the son of the Queen of Attingal, 
became in„1.7‘39 'the t AdhipatM.oi Venad. He succeeded in crushing 
the Mtuveetil Pillamars, the feudal chieftains of eight desams, who 
had striven against the power of the;Bajas'for over a century. - There¬ 
after he grew in strength and power and, having amalgamated Attingal 
'with Venad on a treaty engagement that none but the offspring of the 
Banis of Attingal shall succeed to the rulership of. Travancore, pro* 
ceeded on. a campaign of conquest with his minister Bamayyan Dalawa 
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and the Venad Valia Capittem, Eustachius Benedicts De Lannoy, a 
Flemish soldier who had been captured in a fight with the Dutch and 
whom the Baja had befriended and raised to that high position'. By 
the time of Marthanda Varma’s’ death' in 1758, practically the whole 
of modern Travaneore had been brought under his sway. He esta¬ 
blished order, settled the country and dedicated it to Sri Padmanabha- 
swami, and he and his succe8B0rs,-Baja8, or Banis of Travaneore, have 
since ruled as the Dasas or Bevinis of the Deity. In the wars in which 
the.Bast India Company were engaged' in the Carnatic and in Mysore 
in the eighteenth century, the Travaneore State rendered military 
assistance to the Company.- . Travaneore was reckoned as one of the 
staunchest allies of the British Bower and was included in the treaty 
made in 1784 between the Bast India Cotnpany and the Sultan 
of Mysore. In view of the protection of the State from possible in¬ 
roads by Tippu Sultan, an arrangement was come to in 1788 with the 
Bast India Company, and in 1795 a formal treaty was concluded by 
which the Company-agreed to protect Travaneore from all foreign 
enemies. In 1805 a new'treaty was signed and an annual contribution 
of Bs.. 7,96,430-8 as. was fixed mainly in lieu of the obligation assumed 
by the State towards the cost of maintaining a force by the Honourable 
Company for the defence of Travaneore from foreign aggression and of 
the obligation under the Treaty of 1795 to provide an army for effective 
service in British India in times of war. The history of the State has 
been one of steady development and well ordered progress under a suc¬ 
cession of able and enlightened rulers. His Highness Sri Ohitra Tirunal 
the present Maharaja, has adhered to the traditions of his House, and 
has signalised his reign by a Proclamation throwing open the temple 
of Sri Padmanabhaswami and all the temples under his.control and the 
temples under Government.control to all Hindus including those hither¬ 
to described as untouchable and backward classes—a reform which has 
evoked universal appreciation. ' 

ifhe official year in Ttavancore is reckoned according to the 
■ Malabar Era or the Kollam Era said to date from 
The Calendar, the rebuilding, of Kollam or Qaiion 1118' yeaiis ago. 

:- The,year begins about the middle of August;- ■' TRo 
twelve months are named after the zodiacal signs,- the longest month 
having 32 days and 4he shortest 29 days. 
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Travancore has its own coinage of the silver fanam (2'25 annas), 
the copper ahacliram (6'74 pies)- and the cash (0*42 pie). It has beqn 
issuing also'its own silver coin formerly called half- 
TJie Currency, rupee hut now called the “Chitra” (14 chaclcrams) 
and a coin-formerly called quarter-rupee (7 chock- 
rains). The British Indian silver and nickel coins and currency notes 
are also in free circulation. The “Chitra” coins and the British Indian 
half-rupee are legal tender for an unlimited amount. 

The State has its own postal service, known as the Anchal, and 
issues its own stamps. Its Anchal offices also transact 
The Anchal. savings bank business and issue hundies or money 

The Ruling Family. 

His Highness Sri Padnaanabha Dasa Vanchi Pala Sir Bala Bama 
Varma. Kulasekhara Kirit’apati Manney Sultan Maharaja Baja Bama- 
raja Bahadur Shamsher Jang, Knight Grand Commander of the Most 
Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, Maharaja of Travaneore, was 
born on the 7th November 1912, and his succession fo the Musnacl was 
recognised by the British Government on the 1st September 1924, His 
Highness was invested with ruling powers on the 6th November 1931 
(20th Thulam 1107). His Highness the Maharaja is entitled to a salute 
of nineteen, guns, and to twenty-one guns within, the State. The Mam- 
makkdthayam law governs.the succession to the Musnad which, further, 
is confined to the offspring of the Attingal Banis. Her Highness the 
Senior Maharani (born on the 19th November 1895) and Her Highness 
Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi (born on the 8th November 1896) were 
adopted into the Baling family on the 31st August 1900. His High¬ 
ness the Maharaja is the eldest son of Her Highness Maharani Setu 
Parvati Bayi. A daughter, the First Princess (Kartika Tirunal), was 
born to Her Highness on the 17±h September 1916 and a second son, 
the Elaya, Baja, on the 22nd March 1922. A daughter, the Second 
Princess, (Uthram Tirunal) was born to Her Highness the Senior 
Maharani on the 30th December ' 1923 and a second daughter, the 
Third Princess,. (Kartika Tirunal) was barn to Her Highness on the 23rd 
October 1926. A son (Avittam Tirunal) was born to the Hirst Princess 
(Kartika Tirunal) on. the 5th January 1938- A daughter (Bbarani 
Tirunal) was born to, the Second Princess (Uthram - Tirunal) on fho 
15th Eebruary 1940. A daughter (Bharani-Tirunal) was borri'to the 
.Second Princess (Uthram Tirunal), on the 29th December 1941. 
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± daughter (Pooyam -Tirana!) was bom to the First Princess (Kartika 
Tirunal) on the 7th September 1942 and a daughter (Bohini Tirunal) 
was born to the Second Princess (Uthram Tirunal) on the 13th 
February 1943. . ■■ 

Honours conferred by His Highness the Maharaja. 

In connection with the birthday of His Highness the Maharaja 
in November 1942, His Highness wa3 pleased to confer the title of 
RajaJcaryapravina on Mr. N. Krishnamurti, Private Secretary to 
His Highness the Maharaja, of Bajy asevapravina on Mr. C. 'V - 
Chandrasekharan, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Travancore, 
and also on Mr. K. P. Padmanabha Menon, Electrical Engineer to 
Government; of Bajyasevanirata on Dr. M. K. Gopala Pillai, Director 
of Public Health. His Highness was also pleased to award the 
Maharaja’s Gold Medal to Mr. S. Chidambaram, Private Secretary 
to the Dewan, and to Mr. E. G. Salter, Director of Transport. 

Tour of His Highness the Maharaja. 

His .Highness the Maharaja accompanied by Her Highness 
Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi proceeded on a'short tour to Chidambaram. 
His Highness had accepted the invitation of the Annamalai. University 
at Chidambaram and, Her Highness the Maharani had accepted 
the invitation of the Andhra University at Guntur to address the 
graduates at their respective annual Convocations for the year 1942. ' 
The Annamalai University had resolved also to confer on Their High¬ 
nesses in person at the convocation, the Honorary Degree of Doctor 
of Letters (D. Litt.) 

Their Highnesses left Trivandrum in a Special Saloon attached 
to the ‘Trivandrum Express’ on the morning of the 7th December 
1942, the departure being private. The party accompanying His 
Highness consisted of Bajakaryapravina N.. Krishnamurti, Private 
Secretary, three Aides-de-camp and the ' Palace Medical Officer. No 
Special Tour Officer was appointed for ,the tour. The Private Secre¬ 
tary to His Highness was in charge of .the arrangements. At Tri- 
chinopoly His Highness’s saloon was detached from the ‘Trivandrum 
Express’ and attached to the ‘Passenger-Shencotta’ to proceed to 
Chidambaram. The party arrived at Chidambaram on the 8th De- 
oemberat 10-48 a. m. and Their Highnesses had a very enthusiastic 
reception on arrival at the Bailway Station. The Pro-Chancellor, 
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Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad and oilier members of the 
University, as also many pfficials and non-officials of the place were • 
present. .At a. pandal specially; erected for the occasion, at the Railway • 
Station, two addresses.were presented to Their Highnesses,' one by the 
citizens- an&tbe.: other by the Trustees of the Devasthanams. ' His 
Highness made a brief joint-reply to the addresses. . 

Their Highnesses were the guests of Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar 
and were accommodated in the Vice-Chancellor’s bungalow at Anna¬ 
malai Nagar during the stay'at Chidambaram. Their Highnesses had 
a crowded programme of engagements during the two days’ stay. 

On the 'evening of the 8th December, Their. Highnesses visited 
the -University Campus, and then the temples. 

On the morning of the 9th December, Their Highnesses attended 
the Convocation. His Excellency the Governor of Madras, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the University, conferred on Their Highnesses the Honorary 
Degree of Doctor of letters. His Highness, the Maharaja then deli¬ 
vered the Convocation address which elicited enthusiastic appreciation, 

; Their Highnesses together with His Excellency the Chancellor , 
were entertained to .breakfast by the Pro-Uhancellor. At 10-45 a.-m. 
an address was presented to Their Highnesses .by the Malayalee 
members of the University at the Senate Hall to which 'His Highness 
made a suitable reply. 

In. the afternoon Their Highnesses visited the JNa-ndanar Kazha- 
kom which is believed to be the spot where Namda lived and attained 
beatitude. Later . in the .evening at about 6 p. m., Baja Sir Anna¬ 
malai Chettiar entertained Their Highnesses at a Garden Party in the 
University Campus, 

At about 10 p. m. after attending a variety entertainment at the 
Convocation Hall, Their Highnesses proceeded to the Railway Station 
and left for Madras in the saloon which was, attached to the Tndo- . 
Ceylon Express’ and reached Madras on the morning of the 10th 
December. 

Their Highnesses stayed at the Travancoro House, Adayar. The 
original programme was that Their Highnesses should proceed to 
3nntur on the 11th December for the Convocation of the Andhra 

• • 
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^University on- the 12th-, at which Her Highness was to deliver the 
^address, bat the journey was subsequently Cancelled; Her Highness’s 
address was therefore read on, the occasion by Sir 0. R. Reddy, the 
Vice-Chancellor of'jjthe Andhra University. The address received 
widespread attention and appreciation. • ‘ 

At Madras also, Their Highnesses had a very busy week. Their 
Highnesses were the guests of His Excellency the Governor, of Madras 
at a luncheon at Government .House, oa the] 11th December. Their 
Highnesses gave a Dinner at the. Trayancare House on. the 15th and 
a luncheon on the 16th. Among the guests entertained were His 
Excellency the Governor and the Honourable Lady Hope. 

Their Highnesses and party left Madras on the 27th December 
at 7-30 p. m. by ‘No. 5 Trivandrum Express’ and returned to the 
Capital at 8-10 p. m. on the 18th December. .. 

The British Representative. 

In the year 1800 A, d., the first British Resident accredited to 
the Court of Travancora took np his residence in the State- British 
Residents continued until Ootober 1923, when Travancore came into 
direct relations with the Government of India, and the British Resident’s 
title was altered-to that of. “Agent to the Governor-General,' Madras 
States.” From April 1937, the designation of the Agent was changed 
to the “Resident for the Madras States”. Lieut, Colonel G. P. Murphy 
was the Resident for the Madras States from the 16th January 1939 
till the forenoon of the 16th March 1943 when he was succeeded by 
H. J- Todd Esq. (now C. I. E.) of the Indian Political Service, 



CHAPTER II. 


WAR EFP6RTS. 

Soon after the declaration of .War, . His Highness the Maharaja 
placed at the disposal of the British. Crown,'.the entire resources of the 
State. Since then, Travancore’s contribution in men arid material for 
the prosecution of the war has been on a scale commensurate with the 
great traditions of the State and of the Ruling Family. 

j. A. Trawler and Minesweeper—-H. M. I.S, Travancore—-built at a 
cost of Rs. 61 lakhs and presented to. the ; Royal IndianNavy ; two 
Fighter Planes—Travancore I and II—costing Rs. lakhs presented 
to the Royal Air Force.; Its. 10'50 lakh#.to the Viceroy’s War Purposes 
Fund:. Rs.,1-50 lakhs for . Womens War Work; Rs. POO lakh.io 
.the Indian Red Cross;. Rs. 2‘00 lakhs to .the Viceroy’s Comforts Fund ; 
and Rs. O’ 25 lakh for the • Xkjg George’s. Fund for ‘Sailors ; these' are 
some of the outstanding. contributions made by * His Highness the 
Maharaja. The total of these and other contributions as it stood at 
the end of March 1944 was Rs. 23’dl'lakhs. 

•; Her Ejjglmess Mah^rani Setu Parvati Bayi, .mother of His 
Highness the Maharajaj has provided one Field .Ambulance Unit. Her 
Highness has.also made genferons contributions to the Lady Linlithgow 
Trinket. Fund. 

The First and Second ‘.Infantries" of the Travancore State Forces 
continued to be on active service outside the State during the year 
’• underreport. A .Training Battalion has "been'orga* 
The State nised to reinforce ’the I and tl Infantries. 

Forces. ‘ “. ; . ; ‘ : ‘ A ‘i 

The ‘supply of. important war materials in.' accofdance ...with the 
demands, and specifications of the Government of Indiawas made.ion a 
much larger scale tbfcrin the. .ptravibus j^tar. Goods 
War Supplies, valued at nearly Rs: 4 crores : have rbeen supplied 
f rom-the State. The supplies havebQme .from Govern¬ 
ment institutions as well as from'private industrial enterprises. Several 
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jtems of articles have been manufactured and sent out. They include 
standard T. :G. Huttings, Niasen Twin Sheadings, M. T. Cisterns, 
Blocks Tackle, Petrol Tanks, Hangars, articles of wood like .barrels, 
ammunition boxes, tent poles, axes, mallets, packing cases, rubber and 
coir goods etc. The value of recent orders >for coir goods comes to 
nearly Es. 1 crore. Coir interests have now organised themselves 
into a “ Coir Mats and Matting Manufacturers’ Association” and have 
pooled their resources in order to meet the large orders from the Sup¬ 
ply Department of the India Government. The iBubber Factory' at 
Trivandrum alone has supplied goods ‘to the value of more than a 
crore of rupees. 

The State Forests continued to supply all available quantity of 
timber to meet the demands of the Defence Department. Timber 
arriving at the depots or removed by purchase -contractors was offered 
for selection to the Supply Department. Thus first class timber was 
made available [for war purposes. About 65,160 c. ft. of Rosewood 
logs and materials were despatched for military purposes and for ship 
building and construction of lorry bodies. Two lakhs c. ft. of jungle- 
wood timber, 10,680 o. ft. of Ason treated materials and planks and 
03,500 c. ft. of sleepers far railways were also supplied. 

The Technical Training Scheme is encouraged as part of the 
general war effort of the State. The Travancore University has 
played an important role in the working of this 
War scheme which is in operation in the Engineering 

Teohnioians, College and the Institute of‘Textile Technology. 

Over 600 parsons were undergoing training in the 
two institutions daring 1118. The State Public Works Department 
and Transport Workshops are also utilised as training centres., Men 
are'trained as fitters,,'engine drivers, boiler attendants, electricians, 
blacksmiths, tin and copper smiths, carpenters, welders etc. After 
the prescribed trade tests the trainees were absorbed into the various 
technical branches of the Defence Services. His Excellency the 
Governor of- Madras who 'paid a visit to the Engineering College 
Centra, was pleased to express his high appreciation of the training 
given there. The latest available' figures relating to the progress of 
the Technical Training Scheme in tie Indian States reveal that 
Travancore has supplied 1,199 technicians to the various war services 
and to civil industries, 
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The sail -for service in the fighting forces of the country has met? 
with remarkable response from Travancore. The Central War-Re¬ 
cruitment Committee and sub-committees estab- 
Recruitment to lished for the purpose of facilitating recruitment 
War Services. from the State functioned actively throughout the 
year. 346 persons were selected as candidates for 
Emergency Commission by the Central War Recruitment Committee 
till the end of L118. The British Indian Recruiting Officers who 
toured the State recruited 38,245 men to the different branches of the 
Defence Services with the help of the war recruitment sub-committees 
in the mofussil. Travancore has sent in more ; recruits )to the armed 
forces than any other State or District in South India. The latest 
figures show -that more than 45.000 men have 'been recruited 
from the State to the various services exclusive of commissioned officers 
and persons recruited through the Technical Recruiting ^Department. 
Travancore has also made a great; contribution in man power in the 
construction of important military works and several pnits of civilian 
labourers numbering over 60,000 men, have been supplied for service 
in Assam and other neighbouring places. The above account is ty no 
means complete. Several others—doctors, engineers, technicians,.etc., 
havp joined the armed forces through other agencies. It has to be 
stated that at'the present time when. Travanoore needs more men at 
home for increased food production and for work in essential war indus¬ 
tries, and in .spite of incessant complaints of scarcity of labour for . 
those purposes, the State has been providing the very best material for 
the successful prosecution of the war, and it has been a source of pro¬ 
found gratification to t£e Government that during,difficult times,these 
man who have gone out from Travancore have stood firin and behaved 
as soldiers should. It was .daring the year under report when there 
was heavy fighting on the seas that a small ship H. M. L S.' ‘Bengal’ 
fought an epie battle against a large Japanese auxiliary cruiser iu 
defence of a Dutch oil tanker in the Indian Ocean- The ship' has 
conferred lasting distinction on the Whole of India’s Navy. The faot 
that 4 out of the company of 80 on the ship belonged to Travancore is 
a matter bn which the State may take legitimate pride* 
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The continued success of the Allies in the various theatres of Wat 
has given a stimulus to the enthusiasm, of the people and they are 

putting forth a supreme effort for winning the final 

. The War and victory. Following the lead given by Government, 
the People. they have made notable, .contributions to the war 

I. .. effort. The War Purposes Central Committee con¬ 

stituted in 1940, under the Chairmanship of. Sachivottama Sir C. P. 
Bamaswami Aiyar, has been doing very useful work in various direc¬ 
tions. During 1 the year under report as in the previous year, • {he 
Committee: carried on welfare work for the families of those who had 
left the State on war service. As many as 8,000 families'were looked 
after during the year in matters like supply ’ of food grains, medical 
treatment, educational 1 concessions, stay of civil suits, police protection 
etc. A sum of Bs. 30,622 was donated by the Committee for various 
items of war work e. g. His Excellency the "Viceroy’s War Purposes 
Fund, . His ^ Excellency the Governor’s Joint War Charities and 
purchase of motor wagons for Travancore Infantry Units abroad. The 
Committee made a monthly ibntribution of Bs; 200 during the year 
towards the upkeep of military hospitals and Bs. 60’ for the purchase 1 
of hooks, periodicals etc,, .for the use of the State 'Army on active 
service. ... ' 

The Central Committee has a women's sub-committee which 
deals with war work ambng women. Her Highness Maharani Setu 

,j Parvati. Bayi has been taking keen interest in the 

The.Gqntribn- • work of this ■ sub-committee and is the source of 
tion of Women. inspiration for the women’s Branch pi the War- 
Purposes Committee. Her Highness was graciously 
pleased to visit the work party of the sub-committee at the Kesidency 
on’20th July 19431 A large number of women throughout the State 
arfe Working under the.'auspices and guidance of the 'sub-committee and 
they aie turning out useful articles like shirts, hand-kerchiefs, pants 
jackets, mufflers) aprons, 1 swabs,-dressing et.c., for the Comforts of the 
service personnel. Educated young women of i Travancore. have also 
joined the, W. A. G. I. in large numbers. 
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SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

;■ \ The Ruler is the source of all authority in Travancore. For 
more than half a century, however, the Maharajas of Travancore have 
treated the revenues of the State as public funds in 
The .'Rider. the strict sense of the term, appropriating to their 
own use only a very modest civil list which is exhi¬ 
bited in the annual budget of the State. The proportion of the civil 
list to the total revenue is very small. The percentage was 8 - 76 in 
1062, 6'8(y‘ Sn 1072, 6'57 in 1082, 4*04 in 1092, 3'83 in 1102, 3'58 in 
1112, 3'59 M 1117 and 2'58 in 1118. 

The Government, of the ’ country-i.s conducted in the name and 
under the cdntrol of His Highness the Maharaja. The Minister is 
■ designated Dewan. He is appointed by a Neet ot 

[ Tfie Chief Commission under Sign Manual* The Dewan is 

Executive" ■ assisted by an organised Secretariat closely resem- 

Officer. bling that of the Government of India and a public 

service constituted generally on the British Indian 
model. ' ' 

Thh entire administration is carried on through several 'well* 
organised departfnifets.' ' The activities'of these departments are 
■ v 1 •' - separately and briefly described in the following 

Adniiitistraiioti- chapters. Every administrative head addresses his 
proposals to the Government, and these recommen¬ 
dations are considered 'in the 'Secretariat and Where necessary, are 
scrutinised by fee Account fed Audit-Office. The decisions of the 
Government, which, inolden times, were isstfed over the signature of 
- the bead of the aflmimfeation in the form of Chattajiariolas on palm 
leaVS afet later on in Maia|alam and Tamil cdmmunieations on paper- 
have fo± fnany years past been issued in English by the Chief Secret¬ 
ary to Government ih the form of ‘orders, pi'Sceadings or letters.\ The 
cbihlSaiids of the Ruler are always issued in the form of Proclamations 
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or Neets under Sign Manual. Except for purposes of legislation and 
the conduct of important ceremonies of State the Buler rarely issues 
such direct commands in matters affecting the public administration. 
All notifications, proceedings and other matters to be made known 
generally are published in the Government Gazette which is issued 
every Tuesday in English-and in Malayalam and Tamil- The Gazette 
is now in its eighty-first year. The history of Travancore for nearly a 
century without , interruption reveals the fact that the administration s 
adapting itself from time to time to modern forms of government, 
without abandoning its pristine characteristics and ideals has been con¬ 
ducted with a view to the progressive well-being of the country. A 
code of enactments for Travancore was first promulgated in 1835 a. d. 
Of these, Acts I to VH of 1010 M. E. provided for the working, powers 
and jurisdiction of. law courts: Parts of Acts I and TV survive on the 
Statute Book. Both relate to interest awardable under degrees. As 
the years have gone by, the volume of legislation has become large and 


The revenue of the State i3 derived mainly from a system of 
(a) direct taxation, (6) indirect taxation, (c) commercial services and 
(ff) levies in connection with specific services. Tjpca- 
Taxation. tion is covered by authority conferred by various 
statutory enactments ; the tax-payer’s obligations 
are defined and known; and collection is made on an established 
system. There are only two sources of revenue by direct taxation, 
viz ,, land revenue 'and income tax. The incidence of taxation per 
head of the population in the case of land, revenue was, in the year 
tinder report, ‘7 of a rupee. Taxes falling within the second category, 
are for the most part,, duties on raw products or manufactured goods 
exported from Travancore, such as tea, coir, fibre, yarn and other pro¬ 
ducts of the cocoanut palm, pepper, salted fish, turmeric, vegetable 
oils, etc- There is. also a system.of import duties based mainly on the 
British Indian tariff. The general stamp revenue is'ajso appreciable. 
Next come indirect taxes,Jcoth. fiscal and regulatory in character* such 
as import duty on foreign liquor and excise duty on country liquor. 
The income derived from, salt and tobacco is considerable, com¬ 
mercial.and quasi-commercial departments yielding revenue, are'Forest, 
Anchal, Transport and Baily/ays. Under class (d) is an appreciable 
income derived from such specific services as registration of documents, 
court .fees and tolls- 
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The budget is framed annually and assigns most of the income of 
the year to the well-being of the people. Education, public health, 
medical relief, the protection of person and property, 
Application of the administration of justice, and the provision of 
Revenue. communications and irrigation facilities consume 

the bulk of-the revenue. 

The Legislature. 

A Legislative Council was brought into existence so long ago as 
1888 and was the first institution of the kind in an Indian State. The 
first Council had a minimum of five members and a 
Early Con- maximum of eight, of whom not less than two were 
stitution ," non-officials. These non-officials were nominated by 

. the Government,. The Council was purely a deli, 
berative body for purpose's -of legislation and had no administrative 
functions. The Baler’s right of legislation, independently of the 
Council, remained Unimpaired. In 1898, the Council was enlarged, the 
minimum number of members being raised to 8 and the maximum to 
15, the proportion of non-officials being fixed at two-fifths of the 
total number. The Council was not allowed to entertain any measure 
affecting the Kuling .Family or the relations with the Paramount 
Power. The non-official members were at first nominated and latterly 
four of them, cine for each of the four Revenue Divisions of the State, 
i were appointed on the recommendation of the members of the Sri 
Mulam Popular Assembly, a, representative institution which continued 
to exist until the promulgation of the Legislative-Reforms Act in 1932 
(1108 m. e.). The Council was again remodelled in 1919 by Act I 
of 10951m.' e. which was promulgated direct by His Highness the 
late Maharaja. Provision was made for granting- the' people the 
right of electing members to the Council, while reserving to the Govern¬ 
ment the 1 -right of nominating -some of the 'non-official members. 
The Council: was.again enlarged by Act II of 1097, promulgated by 
the Ruler direct. The strength of the Council was raised to 50, of 
whom 28 were elected and 22 nominated i Only 15 out of the' latter 
were officials. The Dewan: w&s. made.' the President of the Council 
but a Deputy President, not necessarily an official, was also appointed 
to preside at the meetings of the Council in the absence of the 
President. The Council was invested with powers of voting on the 
budget, moving resolutions and asking questions. Women were placed 
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oh a footing of complete equality with men in the matter both of the 
franchise and of membership. Every legislative ' measure passed by 
the Council required the assent of the Bnler. 

The legislature was again reconstituted by the Legislative Re¬ 
forms Act, II of 1108. The main feature of this Act is the constitu- 
tiou of a bicameral legislature viz., the Travancore 
The Present " Sri Mulam Assembly and the Travancore Sri Chitra 
Legislature. State Council with wide powers. The Assembly 
consists of seventy-two members, of whom sixty, 
two are non-officials and ten. officials. The non-officials form 83 per 
cent, of the number of members. Forty-three non-official members 
are elected by'general territorial constituencies, distributed over 17 
electoral divisions with reservation of seats, 8 for 
The Sri Mulam Ezhavas and 3 seats each for the Muslims and the 
Assembly. Latin Catholics. • The remaining 5 non-official 

members are returned by the special constituencies 
representing commerce, planters and jenmies. . Fourteen non-official 
seats are reserved for nomination by Government in order to give re¬ 
presentation to minority communities and other inadequately re¬ 
presented interests. The Dewan is the President of the Assembly, 
but a Deputy President, elected , by the Assembly, is empowered to 
preside at meetings in the absence of the President. Provision is also 
made for the nomination of a panel of chairmen. The State Council 
is composed of thirty-seven members, of whom 
The Sri Chitra, twenty-seven or 73 per r cent are non : officials and 
State Council. ■ ten officials. Sixteen elected non-official members 
represent the general territorial constituencies* distrir 
buted over 10 electoral divisions, with reservation of_ seats, two for 
Ezhavas and one each for the Muslims and the Latin Catholics.' The ' 
remaining six members are elected by special interests such as com¬ 
merce, jenmies, planters, municipalities and political,pensioners. Five 
non-officials -are nominated by ^Government. The Dewan [is the 
President of the Council also. ■ A panel of chaingen is also nominated. 

The equality of womefl' with men in 'the' matter of voting and 
membership in regard to both Chambers is maintained. According 
r to the 1 latest electoral rules issued Under the Legis- 
Franchise. lative Reforms Act of 1108, all persons who hold 
, L lands within the. State ' as registered owners, 
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inamdars, tenants or kudiyans assessable to-a tax of one rupee or more, 
persons who are assessed in a municipality to land or building or 
professional tax of any amount, persons who are assessed to income 
tax, all graduates of recognised universities in the British Empire who 
are not undergoing a course of instruction in a recognised institution, 
all discharged, retired or pensioned, military officers of the Travancore 
State Forces or of His Majesty’s Army or Navy residing in Travancore 
and all persons who are certified holders of fixed engines for fishing 
are eligible for the exercise of the franchise in the general consti- 
•. tuenoies of the Assembly, provided they are not under -.twenty-one 
years of age. The franchise for th'e State Council follows mainly the 
heads of qualifications for that relating to the Assembly but-is fixed 
upon a higher standard. The property qualification is fixed-at the 
payment of an annual land tax of Es. 25 or a Municipal tax of Es. 5, 
and educational qualification is limited to graduates of ten years’ 
standing. . Those who earn a monthly pension of dot less than one 
hundred rupees, on retirement from Government service are also 
eligible to vote in the general, constituencies. Persons below the age. 
of thirty are not eligible as voters or as candidates to the State 
Council. 

In the matter of elections to the Assembly and the Council, ac 
cording to the latest electoral rules, every elector has one vote with 
respect to one or more general seats in his con- 
System of stituency and he has one or more additional votes 
Voting. to be exercised, as the case may be, with respeot to 

the reserved seat or seats, if any, provided in the 
same constituency. Thus an elector voting for a reserved seat or 
seats has an additional vote to be cast in favour of a candidate for a 
general seat. In the case of a reserved seat for either the Muslim or 
the Latin Catholic community the candidate who secures not less than 
60 per cent, of the votes polled from his community has to be declared 
elected for suelr seat and if no candidate .secures that percentage of 
votes from his community, then the candidate who secures-the largest 
number of votes p oiled should he declared elected for the said reserved 
seat. , 
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Both houses of the legislature .have the right to initiate and pass 
legislation, to discuss the annual budget and to ask questions arid 
move resolutions on matters of general public 
Powers of the ^interest. All legislative measures generally require . 
Legislature. the assent of both chambers before they can be 
passed into law. The new legislature 'not onfy 
retains all the old powers of legislation but is also free to consider 
many matters which were not open to discussion before. Measures 
affecting the Buling Family, the relations with the Paramount Power 
and the provisions of the Legislative Reforms Act are some of the very 
few topics removed from the cognisance of the legislature. . Provisions 
relating to the emergency powers of legislation and other powers' 
vested in the Dewan and the Euler’s prerogative to-legislate inde¬ 
pendently of the legislature are retained.. The budget is presented,-to 
both Houses. The Assembly has a larger , control than the State. 
Council over financfe, since the former has the right to reduce or omit, 
the grants forming part of a demand,'while the latter has to deal with 
each demand as a whole and is not entitled to move for reduction of. 

, the grant or any item of the..grant comprising the demand. Provision' 
is made for the constitution of joint committees comprised of an equal 
number of members from both chambers to settle any difference of 
opinion arising between them. A Public Accounts Cpmmittee is con¬ 
stituted to deal with the audit and approprialion of the accounts of 
(Government. The right of asking supplementary questions is extended 
to all members. These eonsfcitutfonal reforms embody a substantial 
devolution of powers on the representatives of the people in the bdst 
interests of the State. , , • 
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FINANCE. 


A general summary of the financial transactions of the year 1118 
as compared with those of the year 1117 is furnished below — 


1117. 

C In lakhs oj Bs.) 


Ordinary Revenue Receipts ' ... 314-52 

Expenditure charged to revenue ... 276" 19 

Contribution to Revenue Reserve 

Fund . ’... 38-32 

Contribution to Post-war Recon-' 
struction Fund 

Capital Expenditure outside the ' 

Revenue Account . ... 28'87 

Debt Head transactions'(net) ...(+)68'83 

Opening Gash Balance ■ ... 54‘25 

Closing Cash Balance ... 94'21 


1118. 

(In lakhs of Bs.) 
398-08 
294'88 


103'20 

32-19 

f-f ) 52-55 * 

94-21 
114-57 


The.ordinary revenue for the year 1118 mounted up to Rs.398'08 
lakhs, vide Statement ‘A’ at the endtof the chapter, a peak figure never 
attained before against ■ Rs. 314'52 lakhs only iii 
Bevenue. 1117 thereby showing improvement to the extent of 

Rs. 83*56 lakhs. The Major Heads of account which 
contributed to the above increase are Customs (<Rs. 15"74 lakhs), Excise 
(Rs. 12:39 lakhs), Salt (Rs. 2-58- lakhs),*"' Stamps (Rs. 12'13. ‘ lakhs), 
Forest (Rs. 4*32 lakhs), Taxes on Income (Rs. 12-56 lakhs),. Registra- . 
tion (Rs. 8‘23 lakhs), Railways (Rs. 1‘55 lakhs), Stationery and Printing^ 
.(Rs. 1*20 lakhs), 'Miscellaneous Departments (Rs. 6'91 lakhs), Receipts 
from' Electric Schemes (Rs. 3-: 4'lakhs),' State 'Transport Soheme 
(Rs. 4'28 lakhs) and Miscellaneous (Rs. lO'OTlakhs). 


' Larger reoeipts under the items ‘Laud Customs—Exports'and 
Imports’ offset to a slight extent by fall under ‘Sea Customs-Exports 
■as well asTmports’, ‘Net Receipts "froth the Cochin Harbour Scheme’ 
and ‘Contribution received from the Dovemment of India’ on account 
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of the share in the Excise Duty on Matches account for the improve¬ 
ment noticeable under ‘Customs’. The,betterment under‘Excise’ is 
due to a general increase under almost all the minor heads especially 
under ‘Arrack’, ‘Toddy’ and ‘Opium and Ganja’. Under ‘Salt’ the 
increased revenue in 1118 aB compared to 1117 is chiefly under ‘Duty 
bn local salt’ and ‘Becoveries on account of charges incurred in the 
sale of salt’. The improvement under ‘Stamps’ is on account of larger 
sales of ‘General and Court fee stamps’. Larger sales and higher prices 
realised for timber and soft wood account for the variation noticeable 
under ‘Forest’. The increase appearing under the head ‘Taxes on 
income’ is the cumulative effect of increases under. ‘Ordinary collections 
and ‘Supertax’. The abnormal increase in the number of documents 
registered and the consequent realisation of fees explain, the increase 
in revenue under the head ‘Registration’. As a result of general 
increase in goods and coaching traffic the uet receipts from Railways 
for the year ended March 1943 amounted to Rs. 5'20-lakhs agaiinst 
Rs. 3‘65 lakhs only during the corresponding period of the previous 
year. The printing and sale, through the Government Press, Trivand¬ 
rum, of Sanskrit and Malayalam publications and of standard note 
boobs account for the better revenue realised under ‘Stationery and 
Printing’. Larger receipts realised from the Pallivasal Hydro- 
Electric Scheme account for the betterment'under the head ‘Receipts 
from Electric Schemes (Net)k There was considerable increase in the 
density of passenger and parcel traffic in the State Motor Transport 
during the year. . This coupled with increase in rates by 25 percent 
from 2/1118 accounts for the improvement in the net receipts under 
‘State Transport Scheme’ offset to some extent by increase in working 
expenses.' The special reooipt of.-Rs. 9‘9.7. lakhs on account of the 
profit realised in the sale-of‘certain investments accounts for the larger 
receipts under‘Miscellaneous’. 

The main items under, which there was appreciable decrease in 
revenue during the year were “Currency and Mint” (Rs* 6’48 lakhs) 
and‘Buildings, Communications &o,’ (Rs, 4'22 lakhs). " . 

The decrease under Currency and Mint was due to the fact that 
gain on silver coins for the face value of Rs. 2*5 lakhs only was adjust¬ 
ed in 1118 against'Rs. 7 lakhs in 1117. v Under “Buildings, Communi- 
cations &c.,’’ the decrease is mainly under ‘ Tolls on Roads and Bridges’ 
and ‘Subventions from the- Central Road Fund.’ 











The Expenditure charged to ReVemre'for the year, vide Statement 
a at the end of the chapter—excluding contribution til - the Post War 
Reconstruction 'Eund amounted to Bs.' 294'88 lakhs * 
Expenditure. approximating thb revised estimate of Bs. 294*57 * 

; : lakhs thus leaving a revenue surplus of BS.'-103*20 

lakhs which has been transferred to the Post War Reconstruction ' 
Fund under Debt Heads. It may be seen from the above that the 
total ordinary revenue expenditure for the year under report was 
Bs. 18'69 lakhs more than that of the year 1117. 

The chief items'under, which appreciable increases are noticer 
able are Land Revenue (Rs. 0'83 of a lakh), Construction of Railways 
(Bs. 1'14 iakhs), Interest on debt and other obligations (Bs. 2'39 lakhs). 
Interest on capital' outlay on commercial schemes (Bs. 1 lakh), Police 
(Bs. 1*09 lakhs), Education (Bs. 2*96 Iakhs), Medical and Ayurveda 
(Rs. 0*98 Of a lakh), Stationery and'Printing (Bs. 0'83 of a lakh), 
Buildings, Communications &c. (Bs. 014 of -a lakh) Army (Es. 4'2 
lakhs), Miscellaneous (Rs: 5'24, lakhs) and Contribution to.the War 
Eund (Bs. 1-02 lakhs).- 

Under 'Land Revenue’ the increase is noticeable mainly under 
Taluk Cutoherries due to the retransfer of the treasury establishment 
from ‘General Administration’. The increase in Interest charges on 
debt and other obligations and on capital outlay on commercial schemes 
is a necessary consequence of th e growing balances in the Savings Banks 
and other funds and the increase in capital invested on the Commercial 
schemes.- Under the major head ‘Police’ the increase is mainly under 
•District Police Establishment.’ The increased grant to the Travancore 
University, the special donation of B. fis.T lakh toVhe AnnSmalai Uni¬ 
versity and the increased expenditure under Primary Schools—‘Grants 
in aid’ account for the increase, under‘Education’. Under‘Medical and 
Ayurveda’ the increase.is under ‘Medical—-Hospitals and Dispensaries— 
Contingencies—Purchase of medicines and surgical instruments and 
Dieting charges’ on account of the increase in prices of medicine and 
food stuff due to the War. The cost of stationery supplied, to Public 
departments amounted to Bs. 2’83 lakhs* against Bs. 2'02 Jakhs only • 
in 1117 due chiefly to increase in the cost qf stationery articles and this 
accounts for the variation under the major head 1 Stationery and Pointing’. 
The increase in expenditure in 1118 under. ‘Executive—Establishment 
charges’ and ‘Suspense—-Miscellaneous Advance’-offset to a slight extent 



fey less expenditure under ‘Works’ accounts for the variation' under the 
major head ‘Buildings, Communications &c.’ The State’s ; gojitribution 
towards the war efforts accounts mainlyfor the increased expenditure 
under ‘Army’. The chief items of expenditure that contributed to the 
increase under the major head ‘Miscellaneous Political Expenditure* are 
‘Food Control Measures’ and *A. R. P- and other measures of. internal 
security’. The appreciable increase in expenditure in 1118 over that of 
1117 under the major head ‘Miscellaneous’ is on account of the pay¬ 
ment of Dearness Allowance to subordinates in 1118,.The contribution 
to the War Fund during 1118 amounted to Rs. 5'09 lakhs against 
Rs. 4 07 lakhs in 1117. 

The revenue . surplus of Rs. 38'33 .lakhs of the year' 1117 was 
carried over to Revenue Reserve Fund while -that of the year 1118 
amounting to Rs. 103/20 lakhs was credited to the new head ‘Post War 
Reconstruction Fund’ under Debt Heads. Hence the variation noticed 
under the head ‘Contribution to the Post War Reconst motion Fund’. 

There was also appreciable decrease in '■ expenditure under certain 
major heads the more impotent ones being Forest (Rs. 1*42 lakhs) 
General Administration (Rs. 0/96 of a lakh) Devaswoms (Rs. 2*69 
lakhs) and Currency and Mint (Rs. 1-56 lakhs). The decrease in 
expenditure under‘Forest/ is chiefly on account of less expenditure 
under ‘Timber arid other produce removed from, the Forest by Govern¬ 
ment Agency', The re-transfer of the minor head ‘Treasury Establish¬ 
ment’ from General Administration to ‘Land Revenue’ from 1118 
onwards accounts for the fall in expenditure under ‘General Adminis¬ 
tration*. The loss sustained in the withdrawal of Silver Coins minted 
up to 1105 amounted, to Rs. 1'57 lakhs and this accounts.for the 
variation noticeable under the major head ‘Currency and Mint’. , 

The following statement gives a progressive account of the outlay 
on the larger oapital schemes up to the end of 1118 in. e.P— 

... . Rupees, in. lakhs. 


Kodayar Irrigation-Ptfeject ' 81 ; 21" t 

Quilon-Trivandrum Railway ^ / 5-P03' '• 

Chackai-Thampanur'feitension ^ ' 28‘50' ( 

The Willingdon Water Work's 1 . 58‘09 

Bridge at Neriamangaiam across-the PeriyaP 4;35 

The Neendakara Bridge. ' ■ , 5'3§ 
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Bupees in lakhs. 

The Trivandrum Drainage Scheme including AUeppey 

Drainage-Investigation " ' 22‘14 

Mofussil Water Supply 26'39 

. Town.Planning Schemes ' 17'94 

, The Council Chamber 2’75 . . 

The University Buildings- °' 99 

. Providing dustless surfacing to M.-S. Boad . 15‘31 

.Military Buildings 14"60 

Trivandrum Electric Supply ‘ 12T9 

The Palliva'sal. Hydro-Electric Scheme ' 194 - 49 

.Telephone Schemes 1 -P . 12'12 

.' Badio Broadcasting : ■ 1'29 

Bubber Factory , , ■ 4‘71 

The Clay Befining’and Poroelain Factory I1'68 

. State Transport . 11'40 

Coastal Transport . ' *>'29 


The Assets and Liabilities on, the books of Government as they 
stood on 31-12-1118 are furnished at the end of the chapter. 

' , T-he fluid balances of Government in cash and Gilt-edged Securi¬ 

ties stood at Es. 326*i3 lakhs at the close of the year comprising 
Es. 114-57 lakhs-in cash ■ in Government Treasuries and Banks 
Bs. i'55‘58'lakhs., as Investments in Government Securities at their 
purchase prices and Es. 53'98 lakhs as short-t'erm deposits in Banks. 

The balance, under ‘Loans' advanced by Government mainly for 
agricultural and industrial purposes amounted, to Bs. 58'39 lakhB. 
This is inclusive of Es. 41'2o lakhs' advanced to the .Cochin Harbour 
authorities for Harbour works and for the purchase of a Dredging 
Plant and Es. 4'71 lakhs to the .Alleppey Municipality for Water 
Supply Scheme.; 
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Statement comparing the Receipts of 1118 with those of 1117. 
[The figures are in lahhs of rupees)- 


Registration 
ProduotivD Irrigation 


H- H, The .Maharaja's 
Garage arid Stables 
Administration of Justice 


Medical and Ayurveda 
Public'Health and.Ssnitatioo,,, 
' Deyaswoms , 

Currency and Mint 1 
• Stationery and. Printing 
Miscellaneous Departments ... 
Buildings, Communications 
&c. (net receipts) 

Water: Supply and Drainage ... 
Maramat 

Receipts from Eleolric 
Schemes (net) 

Telephone Sohemes (net) ... 
State Transport Scheme (n&) , 

I Coastal Transport (net) 

Clay Refining and Porcelain 
Factory (net) ... 

Receipts in aid of pensions ... 

, Reoeipts from the State 
Guests’ Department 


Total 


(-0 83*56 
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Statement of Disbursements under. Major Heads for the year 1118. , 


Item 

No. 

Service Payment, 

Accounts 

Accou Qts 
1117 

Difference 
Inorease + 
Deorease - 

i 

Customs 

. 1*02 

0-9S 

? ( +j0-03 

2 

Excise 

4*8£ 

4'84 

(-)0*U1 

3 

Laud Revenue. ‘ ' 

9*1C 

8-27 

( + ) 0 ■ 83 

4 . 

Salt 

1*64 

1*21 

(+ ) 0*43 

5 ' 

Stamps 

0-84 

0-78 

( + )0-00 

6 

Forest ■ , 

9-35 

10-77 

(-11*42 

7 

Taxes on Income 

0-35 

0*35 

... 

8 i 

Registration 

3*58 

3*16 

(+JO-42 

8 A 

Survey of Minor Cirouits 

0*10 

0-16 

(-)0-06 

q 

State Railways—Interest on debt on 





Railway D. L-of 1091 M.E. 

0'02 


C-)0*43 

9 B 

Construction of Railways 


(->1*14 

( + ) 1*14 

10 

; Protective Irrigation i 

' 2-25 

1-96 

( + ) 0*29 

IOC 

Irrigation outlay charged to Revenue Account . 


O"02 

(-) 0*02 

11 D 

Anchal Capital Aoconnt 

. 0-01 

0*03 

(-) 0*02 

12 

Interest on debt and other obligations 

6*77 

4*38 

( + ) 2*39 

13 

Interest on capital outlay on Commer¬ 





cial Schemes 

8-62 

7*62 

( +) 1*00 

14 

Appropriation for reduction of avoid¬ 





ance of debt 

I’16 

1*16 

... 

15 

Palace 

10*28 

11*28 

C-)l*00 

16 

Panivagai . 

2*39 

l* 89 

(4)0-50 

17 ' 

H. E. The Maharaja’s Garage ami Stables 

1*37 

1-45 

(-J0-08 

18 

H. H. The Maharaja’s Tours outside the State . 

0-11 

, on 

... 

19 

General Administration 

7-22 

8*18 

(- ) 0*96 

20 

Administration of Justice 

12-32 

12*28 

l + JO-04 

21 

Jails . 

1-97 

1*57 

( +J 0 *40 

22. 

Police • 

9-56 

8*47 

( + J1-09 

23' 

Ports 

0-21 

. 0* 22 

(-J0-01 

24 

Education. . * 

. 53 *‘94 

50; 98 

( + >2-96 
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CHAPTER V. 


MAIN HEADS OF REVENUE. 

. Land Revenue. 

The lands in the State, broadly classified, are of two distinct kinds 
from the point of view of ownership, tenure and incidence of taxation, 
one being pandaravaJca (literally, belonging to the 
Basis of Land Sirkar) forming more than seventy-five per cent, of 
Rights. the total area and the other jenmom (belonging to a 

jenmi or land-lord). In both cases, the rights of the 
ryots are fixed and secure and are governed by statutes and custom, 
the ryot deriving his title from the Sirkar or a jenmi, as the case may 
be. The Proclamation dated the 21st Edavatn 1040 M. E)/2nd June 
1865 a. D., enfranchised the Sirkar pattern lands and declared‘‘that 
the ryots holding these lands may regard them fully as private, herit¬ 
able, saleable and otherwise transferable property” 
Fixity of „and the Devaswom Proclamation dated the' 80th 
Rights. Meenam 1097/12th April 1922, extended the same 

rights to holders of Sirkar Devaswom lands. The 
Jenmi and Kudiyan Acts V of 1071, defined the law relating to the 
respective rights of landlord and tenant in regard to jenmom lands. 
Fundamental changes were made in 1108 H. s. (1933) in regard to the 
jenmikudiyan relationship by the passing of the Jenmi and Kudiyan 
(Amendment) Act, XII of 1108. Under the new Act, the kudiyan has 
only to pay jenmikaram (jenmis ’ dues) to the jenmi thfough the Sirkar 
in rdspect of the land he holds in lieu of all and every one of the claims 
of the jenmi and the payments need be made only in money. The 
kudiyan is declared the full owner of the lands with all the rights of 
ownership in. the same way as the holders of vmdarapattom- lands' 
were declared owners by the Proclamation of 1040. There will be no 
occasion for the jenmi to come into contact with the kudiyan as the 
jenmikaram is to be collected from the kudiyan and paid to the jenmi 
by Government. Jenmom lands have been assimilated completely to 
the Sirkar lands and all relations of the kudiyan with the jenmi are 
cut off by "this. Amendment Act.v His Highness Sri Ayilliam Tirunal 
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enfranchised panclarapattom lands by the issue of the famous pattom 
Proclamation of 1040 and His Highness Sri Chitra Tirunal enfran¬ 
chised jenmom lands by passing Act XII of 1108. 

In the case of pandaraoa-ka lands held directly under the Sirkar, 
the tax due to the Sirkar-is really pattom (rent) and it represents the 
share of the produce of. the land which the Sirkar 
Principles of is entitled to. Jenmom lands are either entirely 
' Taxation . tax-free or are subject to payment of Bajabjwyam 

(King’s dues) only. In the former category are the 
Devaswom and Brahmaswom lanalu lands which remain urialienated 
in the hands of the original jenmis (either Brahmaswoms or Deva- 
sw.oms); bui>, once they are alienated for a money consideration, they 
are subjected to iMranipathippu (levy of assessment) and become liable 
to the payment of Bajabhogam to the Sirkar which is over and above 
the jeinni’s due. The Sajabkogam levied in such circumstances is, 
however, only a light tax varying from one-eighth to one-fourth.of the 
full assessment. In the case of jenmom lands coming under the cate¬ 
gory known as Ma&awpvmaroaha jenmom lands the llajabhogam is 
one-eighth of the full assessment when the lands are in the hands of 
the jenmis ; bur, on alienation, such lands are subject to one-half of 
the full - assessment. The pandaramka lands are also subject to 
different rates of assessment varying from full assessment to absolute 
exemption from assessment. This' peculiarity is due to historical, 
political and other causes. Favourably assessed lands date back to the 
remote past and nfcw additions to the category are seldom, if ever, 
. made. ■ 

The earliest revenue settlement of the lands in the State, of which 
any records are available, was that of 914 m,is./17;38 a. d„ when 
Travancore lay within its present limits. There 
ileoenue Settle- were subsequent settlements in 926 M. E./175U a. b., 
went, in 948 M. E./1772 A. b, in 978 M. B./1802 'A. D., in 

998 M. E./1917 A. D. and in 1012 m. E./1836 a. d. The 
assessment now in force was fixed at the last settlement which was com¬ 
menced in 1883 and completed in 1911. The tax fixed at that settlement 
was made permanent for a period of thirty years. Though this period 
has long expired in the case of some, taluks, re-settlement has not yet 
been started.- The results of the settlement arc exhibited in printed re¬ 
gisters which give particulars of the survey number, extent, tenure, 
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full assessment ( pattern ), the net assessment (irruppukaram) etc., for 
each holding. A scientific survey preceded the settlement of each taluk 
and every parcel of land in each village which came under settlement 
bears a separate survey number and the registers in effect constitute a 
record of rights. 

At the last settlement, an endeavour was made to systematise and 
simplify the tenures as far as possible without generally increasing the 
incidence of taxation. The names of various tenures 
Glassification of now of little more than historical importance as 
Tenures. evidencing the mutations of ownership, still linger 

in the pages' of the A yaeut or Settlement Begister. 
But all these tenures fall into distinct and well-understood groups, 
whether classified according to the theoretical proprietorship of the 
lands or according to the nature of the conditions of the holding, 
both of which principles determine the incidence of taxation. 

The assessment of wet lands is fixed, on a yield basis in . paddy, 
determined by the seed or sowing capacity ; of the land, and ranges 
from two-fifths’to seven times the measure of seed 
Method of sown in the case of single-crop lands and from three- 
Ass'essment. fifths to ten-and-a-half fold for double-crop lands, 
The assessment of other lands, known as garden or 
dry lands, is fixed either on an acreage basis or on the basis of the trees 
grown, both not operating simultaneously. Bor example,, if a holding 
of an acre has twenty couoanut palms and ten jack trees, each of the 
trees is supposed to take un some space.of land as “standing room’’ and 
a specific rate of.tree-tax is levied for each of 1 certain specified trees. 
The balance of the area not thus taken up is assessed on the acreage 
basis, be it cultivated, say, with tapioca or banana, or be it uncultivated. 
There are fourteen tarams or rates of acreage assessment, based on the 
quality or productivity of the soil in the region. In fixing the assess¬ 
ment, care has been taken to provide for the lean years, and ordi¬ 
narily no remission is allowed for failure of crops due. to drought or 
'excessive rainfall, though there are rules regulating the grant of 
seasonal remissions for proved failure of crops in the case of a few 
■specified areas where it has-not been possible to provide. a sufficien 
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• Formerly, tax used to be collected in money as well'as in kind Such 
. as cocoanuts and paddy. At the last settlement, all'taxation in kind, 
except paddy in respect of paddy lands, was abolished 
Form of tax and money payments substituted.' '.This paddy tax 
payment, too was commuted into money in respect oijpandar'a- 

% vctJca lands in 1082 m. E./1906 A. n, ..Payment of 
rent in kind continued in respect of Kandukrishy and Sripadam lands. 
Even this payment in kind was changed in 1102 M. E./1927 a. d. and 
a system of money payments introduced as in the case of pandaravaka 
lands, the commutation rate being fixed annually in the' case of 
Crown lands. 

For purposes of land revenue administration, the State is divided 
into three divisions. , The -general control of the Department was 
with the Land Revenue Commissioner till the post 
Land Bevemie was abolished towards the close of the'year 1116 
Administration. a.nd the statutory and administrative powers vested 
in him were'taken over by Government, the Division 
•Peishkars and Assistant Peishkars. Each division is composed of taluks 
under the charge of Tahsildars and each taluk is sub-divided into 
paktirthies which constitute the unit of land revenue administration, a 
Proverthikar 'being in charge of 'each pakufhi. There are now 30 
taluks and 121 pakuthies. All the permanent Tahsijdars and village 
officers have been trained in :survey. 

In recent years cultivation has Keen .steadily extending Into the 
interior. > This is the result of the operation of three 
Extent of sets of rules which regulate the assignment of Gov* 
Cultivation. ernment .lands for cultivation. These are :—’ 

(i) the Puduval Rules for the assignment of land for the older 
and more general forms of agriculture devoted to the raising of grains, 
vegetables, fruits, etc.; 

(ii) the rules for the assignment of lauds on the Travancore 
hills for the cultivation of coffee and tea ; and 

(iii) the rules for the assignment of lands for the cultivation 
of cardamoms. While Government are anxious to opeu'.up for culti¬ 
vation new areas and to encourage maximum production, it was consi¬ 
dered inexpedient at the present juncture and in order not to 'handicap 
future policy, permanently to alienate extensive areas of land. It was 
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therefore ordered during the year that all registries of land should he 
kept in abeyance and that only leases for periods ranging from 3 to 
7 years should be granted. 

The recorded toial area of the State is 4,903,520 acres. The total 
area under occupation at the end of the year was 2,582,798 acres 
against 25579;400 acres at the end of the previous 
Distribution of year. Of the total arable land, 600,458 acres were 
Land and Extent wet lands and 1,982,340 acres dry or garden lands. 
of Cultivation. The average extent of arable land per head of popu¬ 
lation was 42'54 cents. 

Until 1102, the practice was lu credit the sale proceeds of Govern¬ 
ment land as ordinary revenue, but in that year the practice was 
superseded 'by the system ol showing in the budget 
Capital such i realisations, which are more or less in the 

lleveme— Sale nature of capital receipts derived from permanent 

Proceeds of land, alienation of the assets with Government, as capital 
revenue. The demand for the year under this head 
including the balance at the end of the previous year was 'Rs. 3'1‘2 
lakhs against Rs. 3'76 lakhs in 1117. Of this a sum of Rs. 2'93 lakhs 

was collected and a sum of Rb. 2,263 remitted. 

. The total demand nndei; current revenue and arrears was Rs. 48'80 
lakhs against Rs. 5*2’26 lakhs in 1117 and of this, a sum of Rs. 42'9? 

lakhs was collected and Rs. 1'14 lakhs remitted, the 
Demand, percentage of collection including remission being 

Collection and 90'4 against 85'85inlll7. The balance outstand- 
Balame. ing at the end of the year was Es. 4'69 lakhs 

against Rs. G'39 lakhs at the end of the previous 

'year. 

The number of demand notices issued during the year fell from 
g.44 lakhs in 1.117 to 6*75 lakhs in 1118 and the number of distraint 
and attachment notices issued was 32,228 in 1118 
Coercive '' against 63,681 in 1117. The mimber of defaulters 

Action. whose properties ware sold during the year was 

/ . 13,885 against 25,362 in .the previous year. The 

percentage of sales to the number of demand notices was 1-9 against 
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2'7 in 1117 and the percentage of confirmation of sales to the sales con¬ 
ducted was 10-3 against 26'3 in 1117. The average price fetched per 
acre was 11s. 48 in the case of wet lands and Bs. 23 in the case of dry 
lands against Its. 40 and Bs. 16 respectively in 1117. 50'6 per cent of 
the Ayacut revenue was paid by the pattadavs on or before the due date 
against 39 per cent in 1117. 


The. number of revenue cases for disposal during' the year was 
260,004 cf which 199,976 were disposed of, the percentage of disposal 
being 76’S against 90'7 in 1117. Of the. cases dis-: 
Seamue posed of 188,364 related to transfer of registry, 4',672 
cases. were cases under the Land Conservancy Act, 3,933 
war a pud uval cases, 312 were karauqiathippa cases, 
1,804 were cases under the Land Acquisition. Act and the rest were 
miscellaneous cases. 


The area of puduval lands assigned during the year was 2,690 
acres against 4,807 acres in 1117. Of this the area assigned by auction 
was 1,011 acres and that without auction 1,679' 
Registry of acres. The' recurring and capital revenue secured ' 
lands. by'the disposal of puduval lands was Bs, 4,460 and 
Bs. 1'64 lakhs respectively. An area of 119 acres 
was assigned during the year under the Waste Land Buies as also an 
area of 760 acres under the Cardamom .Rples. The total area brought 
under registry under the various rules during the year was 3,569 acres 
against 5,851 acres in the previous year. The decrease was due to the 
restrictions, imposed in regard to the assignment of Government lands. 

There were 91 applications from poor people for lands on conces¬ 
sional terms of which 5 were .disposed of and the area assigned during' 
the year was G'29 acres against: 52 acres in 1117. 
hands for The number of applications for lands from the inem- 
Landless Glasses, hers of the backward communities was 1,873 of 
which 853 were disposed of, the area assigned 
during the year being 118 acres against 370 acres in 1117. The total 
extent of land assigned in the names of members of backward commu¬ 
nities up to the end of 1118 from both within and outside the earmar¬ 
ked area-was 9,590 acres.. 
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The subjoined statement furnishes details of the extent of land fit 
for conversion, the area converted up to the end of" 
Conversion of 1117 and during 1118 and the balance available for" 
Drij Lands into conversion :— 

Wet Lands. 



There were 1,892 land acquisition cases for disposal of which 1,804 
cases were disposed of. Land compensation to be 
Land Acqni- paid amounted to Es. 2'03 lakhs of which a sum of 
sition Work. Es. 1'79 lakhs was disbursed during the year. 

The number of public markets at the end of the year was 247 
against 249 at the end of the previous year. Of these 74 were in the 
Trivandrum Division, 89 in the Quilon Division and 
Markets. 84 in the Kottayam Division ; 203 were combined 
fish and vegetable markets, 16 vegetable markets, 
15 cattle markets and 13 fish markets; 20 of these were evening 
markets. A sum of Es. T47 lakhs was realised during the year by the 
lease of public markets against Es. 1'16 lakhs in 1117. 

There were 382 private markets at the end of the year against 368 
at the end of the previous 'year. The licenBO fees realised amounted 
to Rs. 4,500 against Es. 4,330 in 1117. 

The taluks ‘in which inspection of State boundaries has to be 
conducted are Tovala, A.gastiswaram, Chirayinkil, Shencotta, Quilon, 
Shertalla, iVaikom, Muvattupuzha, Kunnatnad 
Inspection of Parur, Devicolam and Peermade. The Tahsildais 
State boundaries- of all the above taluks inspected either the entire 
length of the boundary or a portion thereof in their 
respective taluks. The Division Peiuhkars of Trivandrum and Quilon 
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inspected the State boundary or portions thereof in their respactiva 
Divisions, and the Division Pe.ishkar, 'Kottayam inspected portions of 
"the boundary in the taluks of Pevicolam, Peermade, Vaikora and 
Kunnatnad. 

The Land Pecords Maintenance staff surveyed during the year 
4,152 porambokdt having an area of 10,440 acres and 7,306 puduval 
and other sub-divisions measuring 5,196 acres against 
Land Records 5601 porambokes measuring 1,149 acres and 6,782 
Maintenance, puduval and other sub-divisions measuring 4,775 acres 
in 1117. They detected 1,5)27 encroachments against 
3,224 in 1117. The Revenue Supervisors who inspected the work 
of tlie staff verified and refixed theodolite stations, enquired into land 
complaints and attended to the work of pointing, out the boundaries of _ 
registered holdings and the survey and demarcation of sub-divisions on 
the-application of parties. They verified 5,053 porainboko numbers, 
5,293 puduval and other sub-divisions and 2,649 encroachments on 
Government lands., ' The Tahsildars inspected 2,201 poramboke 
numbers, 1,603 puduval a-nd other sub-divisions and 1,390 encroach¬ 
ments on Government lands. There were 3,428 applications for point¬ 
ing out the boundaries of registered holdings and for the demarcation 
and survey of sub-divisions and of these 1,514 were disposed of. 

■ The Ja,unhandy inspection for the year 1118 was conducted by 
the Division Peishkars and tire Assistant- Peishkars 
J amah,.raft y. in the months of Chingom, Kanni and Tkulam 

1118. 

The control of 'the administration of treasuries which had been 
■ transferred as a temporary measure to the Pinancial 
Ulisndlani'ons. Secretary to Government from 11-8-1116 to the end 
of 1117 was retransferred to the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment with effect from 1-1-1118- 

SURVBy. DEPARTMENT. 

' Suprrintancient, Trnmncore Mr. S. Sivaramakrishna, 

Surrey.*- Aiyar,M.A. 

The work of the Survey Department mainly consists of special 
and ihiscellaneous cadastral survey, training of icandidates in survey 
and lithography of village and other maps. . 

' Work of the . 

Department. 




SPBVEY DEPAETMEHT 


The following lands were surveyed and demarcated during the 
year, viz., 796’20 acres of tea and rubber lands, 742'20 acres of carda¬ 
mom lands and 573 , 00 acres of puduval lands. Com- 
Special and putation and mopping of ithe following lands were 
Miscellaneous done—, viz., 200'92 acres of tea and rubber lands, 
Cadastral Bur- 5,683*35 acres of cardamom lands and 1,G53’26 acres 
veys. of pudrfval lands. Besides conducting various items 

of miscellaneous surveys, a survey of certain swamps 
in Reserved Forests was conducted by the surveyors for leasing out 
lands for food production under the control of the Forest Department. 
Computation and mapping of an area of 1,033 acres and 74 cents of 
lands in the Shencotta and Devicolam taluks were done during the 
period. Joint inspection and verification .with the British Indian 
authorities of portions of the State boundary were conducted during 
the year. Joint verification with the Cochin authorities of portions of 
the single line boundary and the verification of the Travancore por¬ 
tion of the double line boundary forming the Travancore-Cochin State 
boundary were also conducted. 

Sixteen-inch maps for 51'52 sq. miles were printed during the 
year as against 43*35 sq. miles in the previous 
Lithography year. 
of Maps. 

Including the 951 field measurement sketches pending check at 
the end of 1117, the total number of sketches for verification was 7,246. 

Of these, 6,832 were returned to the Tahsildars, 
Land Uncords 4,675 after final check and 2,157 for correction. The 
Maintenance. balance left over at the end of the year was 414 as 
1 . . n gainst 951 at the close of the previous year. 

There was a higher course of training in survey during the year 
in which 2 T. C. S. Probationers, 6 Stationary Magistrates, 2 Clerks of 
the Huzur Secretariat, two Clerks from the Land 
Survey -School. Revenue Department and 3 Probationary Proverthi- 
‘ • oars were trained. All the candidates passed out in 

the test held at the end of the course. Seventy-three candidates were 
trained in the Central Survey School during the 4 courses of the year 
and 61 were successful in the finai examinations. 
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The receipts of the Land Revenue Department including the 
Survey Department during the year amounted to 
Receipts and Us. 42'8G lakhs. The expenditure amounted to 
Ev'.pcndUnre. Bs. 9*10 lakhs. 


Income Tax. 

Income Tax Commissioner, Rajyasevapravina 0, Parames- 

waran Pilled, B. A., B. L. 

Rajyasevapravina G-. Parameswaran Pillai, Chief Secretary to 
Government, was the Income Tax Commissioner and Chief Revenue 
Authority and was in charge of the department 
Administration . during the whole of 1118.. , ,, 

The number of assessees rose from 2,935 in 1117 to 3,428 in 1118. 

Of these, 3,097 Were individuals, 313 companies 
Assessment and 18 registered firms, 

Proceedings. 

During the year under report there was a marked increase in the 
revenue from Income Tax, due mainly to the larger profits derived by 
the assessees and also to the careful and systematic 
Demand, Col- scrutiny of their accounts by the department. The 
lee-lion and total demand inclusive of arrears was Iis. 36*34 

Balance. lakhs aganist Its. 2169 lakhs in 1117. Including 

the remission of Rs. 79,861 made during the year, 
the total collection amounted to Rs. 33*68 lakhs, the percentage of 
collection being 92*7 against 9411 in 1117. There was a balance of 
Rs. 2*66 lakhs pending collection at the end of the year against Es. 1*28 
lakhs at the end of 1117. The incidence of taxation per head of 
population was chs 14 and cash 12 against chs. S and cash 15 in 1117, 

Of the 269 appeals for disposal by the Deputy Commissioner-, 107 
were disposed of. The Income Tax Commissioner had 47 appeal cases 
and 18 revision petitions for disposal of which 10 
Appeals and appeal cases and 8 revision petitions were disposed 
Revision Peti- of during the year. 
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EXCISE DEPARTMENT, 

Coinulisai'jiier. Mr, P. G. Narayanan Vnnithm, B. A., B. A. 

Salt Revenue, 

The supervision and control over the manufacture of salt in the 
factories in South Travaucore and the administration of salt revenue 
Control. in the State rest with the Excise Department. 

Salt is a Government monopoly as in British -India and one of the 
primary industrial concerns of the State. The salt consumed in the 
State is mainly manufactured in the factories in the 
System. State, a small quantity being imported from Tinnu- 

velly to meet'special situations. The expansion of 
the salt industry during the last few years has made the State self- 
sufficient. The manufacture of salt in the factories is.entrusted to 
licensees. In the case of the old factories,. Government arc entitled to 
get free of payment 60 per cent of the salt manufactured. This is 
called melvaram or Government’s share of the produce. The remain¬ 
ing 40 per cent, is ;the share of the licensee and is called kudivaram. 
This latter quantity is also taken over by Government on payment of a 
fixed price called Teuiivila. This price was 7J chs. per maund till 1092, 
when it was raised to Ilf chs. to meet the increased cost of manu¬ 
facture. In 1095, the Imdieiln was raised to 121 chs. per maund to 
cover the additional expenditure incurred by the licensees for weighing 
salt before storage, which was necessitated by the passing of a new set 
of rules under the Salt Act, III of 1088. In 1107, the ku'clivila was 
raised to 17 chs. 13 cash (10 annas) per maund with a view to provide 
a fair margin of profit for the licensees of the old factories. This price, 
when spread over the whole quantity manufactured by the licensees 
and taken delivery of by Government, works out to 7 chs. 2 cash per 
maund. As regards the new factories, the licensees' who have to 
deliver to Government a stipulated quantity of salt every year, are paid 
kudioila varying from SfJ to 2f annas per maund on the quantities so 
delivered. They have, however, themselves to construct and maintain 
the necessary works in the factories, whereas the Government do this 
in the old factories. Salt for consumption was sold by Government 
agencies in bankshalls, depots and factories except in the Devicolam 
Excise Division, In that Division, the consumers themselves are per¬ 
mitted to import the salt required by them from the adjoining British 
Districts on payment of duty at the chowkcys. . - 
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There were 19 salt factories in the State all situated in South 
Travancora and they were all working under the modified excise 
system. - The total extent of the pans available for 
Home Salt. the manufacture of salt in the State was 592’54 
acres as in 1117 but an extent of only dSO'SS acres 
was wurked by the licensees during 1118 against o57‘39 acres in 1117. 
The total quantity of salt manufactured in all the factories together 
fell from 1,402,443 maunds in 1117 to 798,491 maunds in 1118. In- 
eluding the excess-found at the time of storage and sale, the out-turn 
during the year was 974,717 maunds against 1,477,703 inaunds in 
1117. The fall in production was due to unusual and Untimely rains 
during the year. The average yield per acre during, 1118 was 1,737‘93 
-maunds against 2,651T1 maunds in 1117. The total quantity of salt 
borne in the accounts including the stock at the beginning of the year 
andHhe output during the year was 4,719,520 maunds 2 seers against 
- 5,102,477 maunds 2 seers in the previous year. A quantity of 1,083,113 
maunds 36 seers was expended during 1118 leaving a balance of' 
3,036,400 maunds 6 seers at the end of the year. 

A quantity of 184,200 maunds 27 seers of salt was stored by the 
licensees under the underbond arrangement at the Alleppey, Quilou 
and Shencotta depots during 1118 and a quantity of 64,900 uiaunds 
was exported for supply to the Cochin Government. 

The quantity of salt imported into Devicolam on payment of duty 
by private individuals during 1118 was 3,366 maunds 35 seers against 
Foreign Salt. 1,565 maunds 34 seers in 1117. 

The following statement compares the consumption of salt during 
' the years 1117 and 1118 : — 

Salt Gon'sump • 

tion. 1 


Maunds. 

I,403j433 





• Deducting the 11,070 maunds of salt issued for industrial and 
manurial purposes, the average consumption per head of population dur¬ 
ing the year was 20 - 67 lbs. against 18’88 lbs. in 1117. 

The manufacture of bye-products like calcium sulphate was conti¬ 
nued during the year ,and a quantity of 248 tons i cwts. of calcium 
■ sulphate was manufactured against 12 tons 3 cwts. 
Bye-products 9 lbs. in 1117. 

of Salt. 

- ’ Excise Revenue. 

The excise revenfie is derived from the manufacture and sale of 
country liquor and from licenses for the sale of toddy, country and 
foreign liquors, from tobacco, opium and its deriva- 
/Sources of tives and ganja. 


The substitution of the present ‘‘Independent "Shop” system for 
the old farming monopoly for the manufacture and sale of toddy and 
arrack in the whole State, except the Dsvicolam 
‘Excise System,,- taluk, vfes completed in 1100, Under the present 
system the'rights to vend toddy and arrack are sepa¬ 
rated and sold by auction shop by shop. The right of manufacture 
and vend of toddy is with the Shop-holder who pays a tax on every tree 
tapped. He can draw, toddy only from trees licensed to him for the 
purpose on payment of the prescribed tree-tax. The right of sale alone 
of arrack is granted, the right of manufacture being with the Govern¬ 
ment who engage ' contractors for its manufacture and s.upply to' the 
arrack shop-keepers. On account of the hilly nature of the taluk and 
the consequent difficulties in transporting attack thereto, the farming 
system in respect df arrack still ^continues in (Devicolam and toddy is 
not produced there. The Government have engaged a Contractor for 
the manufacture and vend of arrack in that taluk and reserved to them- 
■selvcs the right to fix the number and location of shops in the area,. 

The polity of the department hat been to make it increasingly- 
difficult for Ihe consumer t6 ! obtain liquor. The reduction in the num¬ 
ber of shops, the enhancement of the liquor duties 
Abkari Policy, and the adoption of other 1 restrictive measures are 
' forces; tending'to control consumption. Care'is 
taken to minimise temptation to those who do not drink and to dis-. 
Courage' excess among those who do. As sources of supply ate easily 
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.accessible in the State, and as liquor can be had from almost apy palin 
tree with no more skill than is required to make an incision and with 
no more apparatus than a knife and a toddy pot, Government inter¬ 
vention only operates to regulate both the quality and the quantity of 
the liquor consumed, the former by the prescription of certain standards 
of strength and the latter by the levy of stilihead fees which the con- 
' sumer automatically pays. - 

The biennial contracts for the vend of toddy and arrack having 
expired by the end of 1117, fresh contracts were entered'into for a 
further period of two yearscommencing from the 
Aikari Con- 1st Qhingom 1118. The contract taken by the Tra- 
tract. . vancore Sugars and Chemicals Lid., Trivandrum, for 

the manufacture and supply of jaggery arrack to the 
independent shops from the beginning of 1113 was renewed for a . 
further period of two years from the 1st Chingom 1118. • The total 

number of toddy and arrack shops working during the year was 1,454 
. against 1,448 in the previous year. . 

The arrack required for the State was,, manufactured.by the Tra- 
vancore Sugars and Chemicals Ltd.',. Trivandrum, in their distillery at 
Nagercoil,Sunder the contract entered into with the 
Arrack. company. Coco-brandy was manufactured by the 

Devicolam Distilleries Ltd.,, in the, distillery- at 
Vaikom. The duty and the supply , price of jaggery arrack were en- * 
hanced from Bh. Bs. 5-6-0 and Bh. Bs. 2-0-0 to Bh. Be. 6-9-0 and 
Bh. Bs. 2-6-0' respectively gper ‘proof gallon with effect from, the . 1st 
Meenam 1118. A sum of Bh, Bs. 2-4-0 per.gallon was fixed as gallonage 
fee on coco-brandy with effect from the 2nd March 1943. The strength, 
of jaggery arrack^and coco-brandy supplied to the licensees.Was in each 
case 25° U, P. and 35° U. P. as in the [previous year. The. total 
.number of arrack shops excluding the [ shops in the" Devicolam taluk 
was 393 as in 1117. 

There was one shop for every 17‘?0 sq. mile? and 16,281 inhabit¬ 
ants as in the previous year. The consumption, of arrack increased by 
124,695‘HO proof gallons as compared with 1117, the quantity con¬ 
sumed being 188,751:700 proof gallons of jaggery arrack and 3,792*897 
proof gallons of, coco T brandy against 66,241*000 proof gallons of. 
jaggery .arrack and 1,608*487 proof gallons of Coco-brandy in lll7. 
This enormous increase in consumption was mainiy due to the rise. 



v.y 


EXCISE REVENUE 


in the prices of agricultural produce in the year under report and the 
large influx of money into the State. The average incidence of vend 
rent per proof gallon for the whole State was Be, 0-27-13 against' 
Bs. 2-12-3 in 1117. The incidence of taxation 1 on country spirits per 
head of population was chs. 6 and cash 12'against chs. 2 and cash 8 in 
the previous year. ■ _ 

The number' of toddy shops working during the year was 1,061 
against 1,055 in the previous year. This'works out at one shop for 
Toddy. every 5,660 persons and 6.55 sq. miles. 

The rates'of tree tax remained the same as in the previous year, 
I'iz., Bh. Bs. 2 and anna 1 per palmyra tree, Bh. Ks. 4 and annas 2 par 
cocoanuttree and Bh. Bs. 8 and annas 4 per clioonda- 
Tree Tax. pana (sago palm) tree per half year. The total 
amount of tree tax collected rose from Bs. 4'37 lakhs 
in 1117 to Bs. 5'95 lakhs in 1118. 


The number of trees licensed for tapping during the years 1117 
and 1118 is given below: • 

..Trees'Tapped, ... 



The . increase in the number of trees, licensed. during the year 
under report was the result, of sustained efforts of the department to 
improve the, tree tax. revenue coupled with the demand for toddy under 
the existing conditions.. . 

The vend of foreign liquor is governed by; the “ License ffee 
System," the fee being differentially'fixed .for “ off sales "and “on 
sales." The'import of foreign liquor directly by 
Foreign sea is subject to levy of duty. The quantity of 

X dquor. foreign liquor of all varieties imported into the State 

in 1118 was 9,343'41 gallons against 19,668'99 
gallons in' 1117. Thirty-one permits were issued to persons other than 
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' licensed vendors for the import of foreign liquor against; thirty-two;in 
" the previous year. Twenty-eight wholesale licenses, 9 retail licenses 
and 9 club licenses were issued for the vend of foreign liquor in 1118 
as in 1117. Forty-eight licenses for the vend-of medicated wines and- 
69 licenses for the vend of denatured and methylated spirits.were also 
issued, during the year under report. 

The independent shop system for the sale of opium and ganja con¬ 
tinued to be in force throughout the State. The opium required for 
the State was as usual purchased from the Madras 
System of Sale Taluk [Office while ganja was ‘purchased from the 
of Opium and British Indian Store House at Vettapalam, and both 
Ganja, the articles were issued from the‘Central Stores at 

Trivandrum. The supply to the vend contractors 
was made by the department. The Madras Government supplied opium 
and ganja on payment of the cost price and centage charges. The 
issue prices of opium and ganja were the same as inthe previous year 
hw., Bh. Bs. 87 and Bh- Bs. 36 respectively per seer. 

The number of shop* working during, tha.-year was 131 as in the 
previous year. This gave one shop to every 46,336 persons and 58’20 
■ sq.' miles. The quantities of opium and ganja issued 
Consumption for sale in 1118 were 2,007 seers 50 tolas and 5,935 

of Opium and seers 50 tolas respectively ag&ihst 1,940 seers and 

Ganja. - 2,871 seerB respectively in 1117. The average selling 

price per tola of opium ' was Bs. 2 chs. 7 and cash 4 
and that of ganja was chs. 24 and cash 9- .The average consumption 
par head of population was 0'026 tola of opiufn and • 0 - 076 tola of ganja 
in 1118 againat 0'025 tola of opium and 0'03? tola of ganja in 1117. 

The tobacco, required for consumption in the State is imported by 
the merchants on their own account by land, sea or rail'and removed ' 
for consumption on.payihehto’f flirty iafthe ohowkey 
Tobacco—Sys- of import, or bonded in the 'Government warehouses 
tem of Supply where it is allowed to 1 remain in the joint custody of 
and Sale. the Government and the merchants. The merchants ' 

remove the tobacco from the warehouses after pay¬ 
ing the import duty. The varieties of tobacco imported are Tihnevelly,. , 
Coimbatore and Jaffna, the duty imposed being Bh. Bs. 120 per candy 
for Coimbatore and Tinnevelly and Bh, Bs. 200 per candy for Jaffna 
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tobacco. The right Jp sell SrrcK'and beedi tobacco fc was restricted ,to 
persons who had.,obtained^ license from the Excise Department. The 
import of beedi and beedi tobacco was allowed only in the case of per- 
sons who had obtained permit for the purpose from the department,' 
except in the Devicolam taluk and the Vandannrettu pakutjii of the 
Poermade taluk. , 

. ■ 1 As a temporary measure.for the duration of the present war, tobacco 
and its preparations sent as gifts or'war comforts for troops serving out¬ 
side TraVadcore were exempted from the prohibition on the transport and 
export of tobacco by 1 ' post, contemplated, in' Buies 15'and 70 of the 
Tobacco Buies. ( J - 

The consumption o! duty-paid tobaccd'fell from 17,251 candies in 
1117 to 18,894 candies in 1118. Leaving out a third of the population 
as children and non-ehewers of tobacco, the average 
Tobacco Con- consumption per head of population was 2‘5 lbs. 
sumption. against 2'59 lbs in 1117., , c ; 

Under the Abkari, Opium, Tobacco and Salt Laws, 1609 cases in¬ 
volving 1,753 persons were reported during the year against 1,538 cases 
r ; in-wiving 1,650 persons in,1117.' Inclusive of the 58 
Excise Offences: cases pending investigation at the end of the previous 
; year,’ 1,667 cases were handled'by ,the department 
during the year. Of these, 1,545 cases were charged before the Magis¬ 
tracy, 4l~ cases were either referred or struck off the register and 81 cases, 
were penaihg investigation at the close of'the ye^r.' including the cases 
pending at the beginning of the year, the total number of cases. trieiT'by 
the Magistracy was 1,569 of which 1,504,cases ended in conviction, 15’. 
- in acguittal ahd the remaining 50 cases were pending at the Hose of the' 
year. The percentages of conviction and acquittal during the. year- were 
respectively.,99*QQ,and TOO against 96'31.and 2'10 in1117. • 

‘ ,1J ' Customs.Revenue. 

.... .The relations of Travancore with the British -Indian GovernffienV- 
inmegard to “ Customs'” are governed by tho Interporta! Trade Convent 
!•: : . ; tion of 1865. ■ Until the date of that Qonvention,' thM 

. Import Duty. Travancore Government was'free to levy its own rates 
of import and export duties on goods . entering or • 
leaving her frontiers. Subject to certain exceptions, the Travancore 
government agreed under the Convention to admit, free of duty, all 



„ goods -which are the manufacture'or produce of British" India or Cochin, 

_ or which have paid import duty in British India Or Cochin: tobacco, salt, 
opium and spirits form the exceptions. Thb’ Travancore Government 
also agreed, except in the case of certain specified articles, to adopt the 
British Indian tariff in'respect of imports direct through her own ports. 
In consideration of the surrender by Travancore of her right to levy 
import duties on foreign goods entering the State after having paid duty 
in British India, the British Government agreed t,o,i compensate her .to 
the extent of the probable loss sustained" by. her on this account... The 
average amount of customs collected at the time of the Interportal Con-, 
vention was Bh. Bb. 53,2l8, of which Bh. Bs. i"3,2l8 represented the 
amount of import duty realised at the TraVs.ncore sea ports’, and the loss 
then sustained by the State,, on account of the concession was 
Bh. Bs. 40,000. Although the principle was recognised that Travancore 
was entitled to be compensated to the extent of the probable loss 
sustained by her on account of the surrender of the right to levy .duty 
on goods which have already paid duty in British India or Cochin, the 
practice has been to calculate such loss on the basis of the figures for 
1863-64. Thus, when the Travancore sea' customs collections (on im¬ 
ports from foreign countries, excluding goods imported by sea for the use 
of the Travancore Government) are less than Bh. Bs. 13,218, the British 
Government pays to Travancore Bh. Bs. 40,000 ; but if in any year, the 
collections exceed Bh. Bs. 13,218, the excess amount realised is. deduc¬ 
ted from the sum of Bh. Bs. 40,000 and the balance alone is paid to 
Travancore. No amount was paid during the year under report, by the 
British Government under the Interportal , Trade Convention. The 
assigned, values and'hates of duty adopted by Travancore m regard to 
import from.foreign countries follow the British'Indian tariff. 

; The main commodities-of dutiable imports by land are snuff,"cigars, 1 
cigarettes, SeedfesUand ’ beedi tobacco. Import's through sea customs 
are mainly ale, beer and other liquors,, wines, • cement, chemicals and 
apparatus, iron, gteel and other metals, textile manufactures, etc. 

' Them was-practically mo; import through the r Sea Customs Houses 
during the year under report.;. The receipts under imports rosecipem 
Bs. 7"79 lakhs in. 1117 to B$, 9vl3 .lakhs, in 1118. The increase' was 
contributed by bfiedi tpbacco, cigarettes, Indian made foreign liquor, 
and cigars. , , . : ■ ■. 
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In regard to exports, the State is free to levy duty on any com¬ 
modity. Under the Interportal Trade Convention, however; - the rate 
of duty on tariff valuation shall not exceed 5 per • 

, Export Duty. cent, on all ordinary exports, 10 per cent, on timber 

i, and Ks. 15 a candy on' pepper and arecanut. The 

most important of the articles on which export duty is levied are copra, 
coir, oocoanut oil, cocoannts, tea, pepper, ginger, areeanuts, cardamom, . 
•rubber and hides. 

■ ■ . The export trade of the State was brisk in spite of the restrictions 
imposed on the export of certain dutiable articles such as fish,‘jaggery 
ar.d tamarind. The total export duty, collected during the year was 
Bs. 35’71 lakhs against Bs. 3T65 lakhs in the previous year, The bulk ' 
of the export duty was, as. usual, realised from the produce of the 
cocoanut tree such as copra, cocoanuts, coir, cables, coir fibre, cocoanut 
Irffsks, punnac and cocoanut oil. These articles, together yielded 
Bs. 7‘92 lakhs or 22 per cent.. of the total revenue from exports, the 
corresponding figures for the previous year being, Bs. 8‘61 lakhs and 
27 ‘2 per cent. There Was an increase'in the duty realised from areca- 
nuts,' tapioca starch, .rubber, pepper, cocoanut oil, dry ginger, prawns 
, firewood, copra, coir cables, cocoanut husk, . fuel, fish and. hides while 
4here-wa'e a fall under coir yarn, .cQcoarratso jaggery,'lemon' grass oil 
padmyra fibre, laurel oil, cane sugar, charcoal, cardamom, tea and 
turmeric. . 

The levy of an excise duty on matches having been given effect to 
by the Government of India in 1934, the Ttayahcore State, along with 
. other Indian States agreed,-t}?..le,vy a corresponding 
' Duty on duty'on matches manufactured in the State an,d tp 

,1 (atcjies. pay the proceeds thereof into a common, ppol . along 

with the proceeds of the British Indian, duty,,for 
ultimate distribution between British Indja on the one- hand, and, the 
various States that have.agreed to come ipjtb the arrangement on the 
other on the basis of population. . , a 

Bive match factories wete ,Wot&ng in the Stafe during, the first 
half of 1118, In’ the second half of the year, one more factory ’ began 
work'. Of the above six factories, ttyo" : werd .^nufaoturing splints and 
veneers and three were worWg'on'cbttage'industry basis, the remain¬ 
ing one alone being a regular,f|ctqnj,Jor the manufacture, of matches. 
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The duty realised' ! on matches produced in the State was Rs. 49,084 
against’Rs. 46,731 in 1117 and the ainount received from the Govern- 
^ment of India was Rs. 4'23 iakhs against Rs. &’7T lakhs in 1117. In¬ 
cluding" the license fees of Rs. 814, the 1 total receipts under excise duty 
rih matches rose from Rs. 3’18 lakhs in 1117 to Bs. 4’7 3 lakhs in 
1118. ' ' - 

Under the Sugar Control Order passed in 1117, the Excise Cam* 
missioner was functioning as Sugar Controller in the State. Sugar 
■ ‘ control is being carried on generally as in British 

Sugar Control. India. The State’s sugar supply was generally 
steady and satisfactory except during the’eitrly part 
of 1118 when the Thtjokalay. Sugar Eactory 
Which was the only sugar refinery in the State stopped manu¬ 
facture and When there'was delay 'in .the arrival of BUgar from North 
India on account of transport difficulties,' Consistent with, the avail¬ 
ability of'stock, prompt arrahgenaerife ’ wer’e inade to send out for 
distribution as muchkilgar as possible.- The total quantity of sUgar 
distributed in the year'nnder report WSs'47,360'bags. 

Consequent om the 'situation created by the war, it was found 
necessary to control the export 1 of certain articles. >.Restrictions wei'e 
imposed-on the-export of tapioca, tapioca , fidur. 
Miscellaneous, jaggery, fish, hones of animals, sugar cane, Laurel 
and Marotti oil cakes arid seeds, tender oocoanuts, all 
Cattle including bulls, cows and biifialoes, all food grains specified in the 
Rood Control'Order, ill^, an machinety and ofh'er iron, steel or copper 
goods or materials inolhding scrap, gunny bags, banana flour, products 
; ijf'paddy dr rice, straw, ragi *®r its' products, tamarind including 
tamftridd seeds and poultry including dudks. 'The transport frond one 
place to aflbther of diesel oil ii quantities exceeding four gallons was 
kilo restricted. ' The Newsprint Control Order 1 1118 Was passed to 
regulate fh'd'sale, distribution etc.,, of newsprint, the Excise Commis¬ 
sioner being appointed as the Controller of Newsprint: and the News¬ 
paper Control Order 1118.regulating the printing, making, publishing 
etc;', of newspapers Was also passed,. The TraVancore Kerosene Distil¬ 
lation Contr'61 Order 1118 was passed' to regulate the distillation of 
kerosene and high Speed diesel oil fforh ligSt diesel oil. 

. An excise duty imposed on 'kedikehdat 'fcH'e rate of 4 annas 6 pies 
per imperial gallon in 1117 continued to be .in force during the year 

under report. 
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The following statements show the receipts and expenditure of 
the department for the years 1117 and 1118 : — 

Receipts and 
Expenditure. 


Receipts. 
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Forest Revenue. 

Conservator. Hao Bahadur T - V. V cuhcies'wfira 

Aiyar, M. A. 

Travancore has been from the earliest times a country with, 
valuable foreBts. In the early part of the last oentury, teak was the 
only ‘monopoly’ timber in the State. People were 
Historical free to fell and remove every other bind of timber 
Survey. • except that they had to pay a small river duty when 

the timber was transported by water. The first 
Conservator was appointed more than a century ago with an establish¬ 
ment costing a little over Bs. 1,000 |per annum. The function of the 
Conservator was confined to arranging for teak and cardamom being 
collected and delivered at AUeppey. From such small beginnings the 
department,-steadily grew in size, and strength and it has now been 
charged with increased and multifarious functions. In 1844, black- 
wood and aniili were declared monopolies and wax, cardamom, ebony 
aod sandalwood were later on added to the list. Cardamom ceased to 
be a monopoly in 1071 (1896). At present the ‘monopoly’ trees are 
teak, blackwood, ebony and sandalwood. The monopoly on trees grow¬ 
ing on lands west of the Main Central and Main Southern Roads was. 
abolished from 1109. Artificial regeneration of teak was commenced 
in 1886. In 1063 (1888) the first Forest Act for the protection and 
management of the State forests was promulgated. The first forestjre- 
serve of 300 square miles was notified in the following year. Since then 
in the course of about 54 years, the area of the State reserved forests 
has reached over 2,400 square miles. The receipts of the Forest De¬ 
partment in 1038 (1862-63) amounted to over Bs. 1'75 lakhs. As a 
result of nearly eighty years of careful control and management, the 
annual income from the department has risen far above that amount 
and in 1118 it was Bs. 31'80'lakhs. There has also been a proportionate 
rise in the expenditure which was less than Bs. 80,000 in 1059 (1883- 
84) but amounted to Bs. 9'35 lakhs in the year under report. 

Government have, laid it down as their definite policy that the 
denudation of forests and the reckless registration and fragmentation 
of forest areas should be rigorously checked. The 
Forest Policy, disafforestation of forest lands for the purpose of 
cultivation has thu= been completely stopped 
Swampy and grassy areas within forests will be granted for cultivation* 
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only on short term leases. Special attention is also being.paid to the 
regeneration of the existing forests. With the fall of Burma,. there has 
beenaphenomenal'risein the demand for teak, blackwood and various 
kinds of softwood from Travancore, particularly for meeting the re¬ 
quirements of the Supply Department of the Government of India. 
Investigations have also been made into the possibility of utilising 'the 
softwoods of the State for industrial purposes within the State, with 
the result that a plywood factory has already been started in the State, 
and various varieties of softwoods are also being made use of for manu¬ 
facture of matches, pencils, etc. WhilS every attempt is being made 
to meet these demands to the dullest possible extent, systematic action 
is at the same time being taken to conserve judiciously the existing 
resources and to regenerate the available forests. 

■ The area of reserved forests decreased from 2,403 square miles 
126 acres in 1117 to 2,401 square miles 297 acres in 1118. .This was 
due to the disreservation of an area 'of 1 square 
Reserved mile and 470 acres from the Cardamom Hills B’e- 

Forests. serve and the revision of the notified area of the 

Thattathikanam Deserved Forest. 

The area of reserved lands which was 40 square miles and 445 
acres and of proposed fueland fodder reserves which was’404 acres in 
1117, remained without any change during 1118. 
Reserved Ten proposed regular reserves and 2 fuel and fod- 

Lands and Fuel der reserves were undergoing settlement during the 
and Fodder Re- period. 195'75 miles of forest boundary and 85 - 85 
serves. acres of forest area were surveyed during the year 

against 274’86 miles and 1 square mile and 10 - 30 
acres in 1117. The short out-turn was due to the employment of forest 
surveyors for about three months in the year under report in the sur¬ 
vey of areas leased out from reserves for food production. 

In view of the extreme urgency cfincreasing food production in 
the State, Government investigated the possibility of extending the 
area under cultivation of food crops and a scheme 
Lease of lands was sanctioned for throwing open swampy and 
for food froduc - grassy areas within the Deserve Forests for culti- 
tion. vation. In sanctioning the scheme, Government 

considered it inexpedient permanently to alienate 
extensive areas of valuable land, It was also considered necessary to 




52 


FOBEST BEVENtJE 


[OHAP. 


formulate a uniform and definite policy for helping the really earnest 
section of the population who wefe anxious about the production of 
food materials. It was accordingly decided that registries as such 
should not be permitted, but that only pleases ranging from three to 
seven years should be granted. It was also laid down that priority 
should be given to requests from co-operative societies, syndicates and 
other similar associations with a view to encouraging joint efforts and 
extending the benefits of the scheme to as large a number of people 
as possible. Special provision was also made for grant of leases in 
favour of members of the backward communities. Subject to these 
considerations, leases were to be.granted only by public auction. As 
the object of the scheme was only to tide over the present emergency 
improvements of a permanent nature were prohibited. Care was also 
taken to provide that the lessees should plant out the lands with 
stumps or seeds of trees according to the directions of 'the Forest De¬ 
partment. An area of 5,726 acres was leased out for cultivation under 
this soheme in 1118 of which 8,685 acres were cultivated with paddy, 
tapioca, andragi.. 

Forest exploitation is regulated by working plans or working 
schemes'so as to bring alb important forests under systematic .manage¬ 
ment,to ensure continuity of treatment and orderly 
Working flans, and economic working on an organised basis as well 
as to ensure forest regeneration in the interests of 
posterity. Out of a total area of 2,401 square miles and 297 acres, 
there'were sanctioned plans or schemes for an area of 1,087 square 
miles and 200 acres. No working plans or schemes are required for an 
area of 1,075 square miles and 426 acres and schemes have ito be taken 
.up’ for 238 square miles and.311 acres. 

Including the 181 oases pending disposal at the end of the previous 
year, there were 1,342 cases for disposal during the year against 1,094 
in 1117. 259 cases were disposed of by the 
Sorest Magistracy, 730 were compounded and 25 were 

i Protection. withdrawn, leaving a balance of 328 cases pending 

at the close of the year. Of the cases, disposed of by 
the Magistracy, 253 ended in conviction and 6 in acquittal. During 
the year, 765 cases were disposed of departmentally of which 25 were 
withdrawn and the rest compounded. A sum of Es. 9,103 was realised 
as compounding fee against Bs. 6,860 in 1117. 
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. Of the total area .of 2,442 square miles and 102 acres of reserved 
forests and lands, 2,011 square miles and 455 acres ware protected 
from fire during the year at a cost of Bs-i6,923|againBt 2,014 square miles 
and 533 acres in 1117 at a cost of Bs. 6,065. There were six cases of 
forest fire but much damage 'was not caused. The system of early 
burning was continued during the year. 

Grazing in the Government forests is regulated by special 'rules 
issued in that behalf. Out of a total area of 2,401 square miles and 
297 acres of reserves, the area closed to all animals 
Begulittion of throughout the year was 239 square miles *and 418 
grazing. acres. The area of reserved forests open to the 

grazing of all animals during the year was 2,161 
square miles and 519 acres. An amount of Bs. 40,368 was realised as 
the revenue from grazing duringthe year and this is the highest realised 
during the past six years. 

Natural regeneration of important timber species and of sandal 
was satisfactory in all the Divisions. The area under teak plantations 
> at the commencement of the year was 17J494 acres 

{Sylviculture,-: and an area of 856 acres was planted during, the 

' year. An extent of 55 acres was excluded from the 
plantations as teak was & failure in that area. There was thus an area 
of 18,295 acres' J under tqak plantations at the end of the year under 
report.- The average cost of, planting per acre was Bs. 1’70 against 
Bs. 1*83 in 1117 fad the planting 'was done by' tauugya lessees, the 
department undertaking the opening of nurseries and supply of the 
plants. The receipts from the teak plantations by'the Bale of logs, 
saplings, etc., fell from Bs:' 1,88,341 in 1117 to Bs. 90,619 in 1118. 
The decrease was dhe to the fact that the areas provided for thinning 
during the year were either not gone over completely or thinnings 
therein were not undertaken owing to insufficiency of food grains. An 
extent of only 1,547 acres was thinned in 1118 against 8,740 acres 
in 1117. Pests appeared twice in Chengara and once in the Naduvattu- 
mhzhi plantations. A scheme was sanctioned by Government fori the 
formation of an entomological section to take steps for the control of 
the pests. The Forest Entomologist appointed under the scheme, 
started work during the year, • 
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The following statement shows the area under principal planta¬ 
tions other than teak ;— 



The all India Teak Seeds origin experiments were continued dur¬ 
ing the year. Experimental cultivation of Cinchona and Pyrethrum 
was started during the year at Peermade. With a 
Experiments, view to afforesting blank areas in minor reserves 
experimental sowings were''done with Pithecolobium 
dulce which is a fast grower and an excellent fuel. The seeds were 
dibbled either mixed with cashew or pure under taungya. The experi¬ 
mental sandal cultivation in all the Divisions was. generally satisfactory. 
Mahogany was introduced in several divisions and the growth was 
promising. The cultivation of lac was quite successful during the year. 
29,541 lbs, of brood were harvested of .which 2,638 lbs. were given on 
loan various institutions. An experiment was made in the cultiva¬ 
tion of mulberry in the Vandamet and Manimala Ranges. 

As in the past, the extraction of timber from the forest was 
entrusted mostly to contract agencies except in the High Ranges 
where timbers were extracted under the mellabhom 
Exploitation ' .system. Motor lorries and carts along land routes 
of timber, ' ■ and rafts along water-ways were employed for the 
■ transport of forest produce. Elephants were 
employed for dragging timber from areas away from road sides or river 
banks. The quantity of timber extracted and removed from the forests 
during the year was 1,567,561 c. ft. against 2,'281,700 c. ft. in 1117. 
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Of the timber extracted, royalties formed.458,802 c. ft. and.jungle- 
wood 1,108,759 c. ft. the corresponding figures 'for the previous year 
being 1,029,544 c. ft. and 1,252,156 c. ft. respectively. Inclusive of 
the stock at the commencement of the year, the quantity of timber- 
available for disposal was 2,751,683 c. ft., of. which 1,582,885 c. ft.' 
made up of 506,717 e. ft. of royalties and 1,076,168 c. ft. of jungle- 
wood were disposed of during the year against 1,901,201 c. ft. consist¬ 
ing of 801,522 c. ft. of royalties and 1,099,679 c, ft. of junglewood 
disposed of in the previous year. The balance in stock at the end of 
the year consisted of 722,696 c. ft. of royalties and 446,102 c. ft. of 
junglewood or a total of 1,168,798 c. ft. The receipts on account of 
royalties and junglewood amounted to Es. 27’53 lakhs against Rs. 24'96 
lakhs in the previous year. 

Firewood, charcoal, cardamoms, sandal, bamboos and ivory are 
among the most important items of minor, forest produce. The 
receipts from the disposal of minor produce during 
Minor Forest the year amounted to Es. 2 - 49 lakhs against Bs. T92 
Produce. lakhs in the previous year. The increase waB 

mainly under firewood and charcoal and grazing 
and fodder grass. Besides these, articles such as reeds, sandalwood, 
rattans, honey, wax, rubber, etc., were also- sources of revenue from 
the forests. The Punalur Paper Mills collected 5,062 tons of reeds 
valued at Rs. 13,789 and removed 3,500 tons of firewood valued at 


The operations for the capture of elephants were on the whole 
successful during the year under report. . The department possessed 
at the beginning of the year 14 elephants, of which 
Elephants. 7 were tuskers, and 7 cows. Fourteen elephants, of 
which eight were tuskers and six cows, were captured 
in the year. One trained elephant died of old age aud ,four captives 
died .before they were trained and three elephants were sold, one to the 
Palace and two to His Highness .the Maharaja’s Garage and Stables. 
There were thus 20 elephants, .of which 9 were tuskers and 11 cows, 
in the possession of the department at the close of the year under 
report. The usual annual sales of elephants were not conducted by the 
department during the year. ' . 
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Shencotta Division was abolished and it iwas amalgamated 
with other Divisions. The forestry course was dis- . 
tneous. continued during the year under report, 
net receipts of the department amounted to :Bs. 31*80 lakhs 
against Bs. 27*48 lakhs in 1117. The increase under 
s and receipts is due to the high prices obtained for all 
i re. classes of timber and to the supply of a large 

quantity of timber to the Defence Department Of 


Q ante Department 

Game Warden, , Mr. S. C. H. Robinson. 

' . In order to encourage the preservation of wild life and cheek its 
indiscriminate destruction the Government in 1933. appointed a Game 
Warden for carrying out the above objects in the State and measures 
were taken for the purpose by creating game reserves in suitable places, 
A Game Sanctuary was established at-Nellikampatty Isthuinus in the 
Lakev 


offences and to introduce new ahd varied species of animals and birds 
frdin Other countries. iThere are various animala'and birds in the Sanc¬ 
tuary of which mention may be made of the elephant, the Indian* bi¬ 
son br Gam, the Sambur, the mouse deer, the ibex! the tiger and' the 

The Game Sanctuary received the special attention of the De¬ 
partment during the year as in previous years. Most of the persons in 
unauthorised occupation of lands in and adjoining the Sanctuary Were 
evicted during the year. Due to the unremitting care bestowed bjrthe 1 
department and the Game Association the various species of animals 
and birds have increased in number. 

As in previous years many distinguished persons visited the 
Sanctuary. , 
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Stamps. 

The administrative control of the Stamps Department is vested in 
the Financial Secretary to Government who is ex-officio Superintendent 
of Stamps. The Stamp Manufactory is under the 

General, immediate charge of a Superintendent and the 
Central Stamp Depot under the Divisional Treasury 
Officer, Trivandrum, who is the officer in charge of the Depot. Stamps 
are printed at the manufactory and sent over to the depot where¬ 
from they are 'issued to the various treasuries of the State. 

The volume of stamp printing work done during 1116, 1117 and 
1118 is shown in the following statement :— 

Manufacture 
of Stamps. 


^o? 1 

Description of stamps. 

Number printed. 

1116 • ' 

mr. 

1118. 

1 

- . ! 

752,001 

440,505 

949,046 

2 ' 

One anna receipt stamps 


357,000 


3 . 

Foreign bill stamps 

f “20,400 

11,616 j 

2,160 

’ 4-.; 

| Private.documents embossed 

20,884 

17,693 ! 

10,580 

5 

Medical revenue stamps 

114,576 

82,600 

.165,200 


Court fee stamp papers 

219,202 

06,312 

65,240 


Court fee labels 

1,946,186 

( 1,453,000 

11,757,000 


Copying papers (ordinary) 

920,000 

1,054,000 

! 1,052,314 

a 

Do. (service) • . . 

52,000 

■ 81,000 

1 63,000 

io 

Anchal stamps 

. 6,407,520 

.6,441,120 

6,524,000 

u 

Anchal covers 

4,502,785 . 

' 4,062,132 

i 3,886,140 

12 

Anchal cards 

2,912,000 

■3,190,416 

4,621,920 


Service Anchal stamps and cards 

: 4,455,964 

3,142,498 

2,913,520 

14 

Special adhesive stamps 





Share transfer stumps 

3,120 

27,840 

" 25,440 


Total 

22,326,638 

20,457,730 

.22,040,560 
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The value : of stamps in stock on the first day of the year was 
Es. 65’34 lakhs ; the value of stamps manufactured in 1118 was 
Es. 3fi - 78 lakhs and the vSlue of stamps received back from branch de¬ 
pots was Bs. -36 of a lakh. Thus the total value of the stamps in stock 
was Bs. 102‘47 lakhs. . Stamps to the value of Bs. 39.63 lakhs were 
issued during the year from the Central Stamp Depot and the value of 
stamps converted into ‘ Service ’ and ‘ Medical Bevenue ’ stamps 
amounted to Bs. 1‘61 lakhs. The value of stamps in stock at the close 
of the year was Bs. 61'23 lakhs. 

The following tabular statement shows the receipts, and expendi¬ 
ture of the department during the past three 
Receipts and years 

'Expenditure, , 
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JUSTICE AND CRIME. 

Chief Justice, High Court, Mr. Joseph Taliath, hi, A. 

Barrister-at-lwiv. (From 
1-1-1MS to 27-5-1118). 
Ur, T. M, Krislvnaswami 
Aiyar, B. A., B, L„ 

(Ag. from 27-5-1118 till 
the end of the year.) 

Judge, High Court . , Mr, G. D. Nokes, LL, D., 

Barrister-at-Law. 

t . ' ,, Mr. 11. Sankarasuhla 

Aiyar, B.A., B. L,, 

„ Mr. H. Bamahtifhm 

■Aiyar, B. A., B, L., , 

() . . Mr. C. Madhavan Pillai, 

b.a.,b.l., 

Hr: K.O, Abraham, B. A. t 
B.L., 

■ ■ „ Mr. Puthupally f>. Krishna 

Pillai, B. A„ B. L-, 
-> ■ ■ ■' (From 19-3-1118 till the 

end of the year.) 

The judicial administration of the State rests with the High Court 
except in the matter of offences committed by European British sub ¬ 
jects for which there is special procedure prescribed 

'* Judicial by Law.' The-High Court is the• highest civil arid 

System.- criminal court in the land and has the power of 

adjudication over suits of the highestvalue and 
eriminal cases of the most serious nature. Decisions in some important 1 
civil and criminal cases, Such as decrees in suits to -the valuh of five 
thousand rupees and above and capital and ■ life sentences,' are subject 
to confirmation by the Euler, application for which is transmitted 
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through the Dewan, such confirmation being a matter of course. 
Until 1894, there was a “ Royal. Court of Final Appeal ” correspond- 
• ing, more or less, to the judicial committee of the Privy Council in 
England. This Court has since been abolished, but the functions of 
3uch a committee'are to some extent exercised by a Pull Bench of the 
High Court which, when so acting, passes judgments in the form of 
advice to the Ruler. Below the High Court are the District and Ses¬ 
sions Courts and below them arc the courts of the. Munsiffs and the 
Village Panchayat Courts for the trial of civil cases and the courts of 
the Magistrates including benches of honorary magistrates for the trial 
of criminal cases. Munsiffs’ Courts and Village Panchayat Courts have 
only original jurisdiction ; and generally speaking, the jurisdiction of 
the Muusiff extends up to suits to the value of two thousand rupees, 
and that of the Village Panchayat Court up to fifty rupees. Suits tried 
by the Village Panchayat Courts are of a small cause nature' and the 
decisions are not subject to appeal, although the District Courts have 
the power to revise them to a limited extent. Munsiffs also try 
some classes of suits as small cause suits, the decisions being subject 
only to revision by the. High Court. The decisions of the Munsiffs 
in other suits are subject to regular appeals which lie^either to the 
High Court or to the District Court according as the.value of the suit 
is above one thousand rupees or not. For the administration of 
criminal justice, there are below the Sessions Counts, magistrates of 
three classes, some of-whom are honorary. The Chief Magistrate of a 
district is the District Magistrate who is a Magistrate of the first cla&s 
and under him are other magistrates of the first class and those of the 
second ,and third,classes. The latter have only original jurisdiction 
while magistrates of the first class, including District' Magistrates, 
have original as well as appellate jurisdiction. The appellate authority 
over magistrates of the second and third classes is the District 
Magistrate and, if specially authorised, any other First Class Magis¬ 
trate. .The appellate authority over. First Class Magistrates,'including 
the District Magistrates, is the Sessions Caurtl District and certain 
First-Class Magistrates are.Dand Revenue Officers as well but exoept 
ip, a few cases where the -Tahsildars are, empowered to, exercise 
magisterial functions in their; respective taluks, all magistrates of the 
second or, third class and some of the First Class Magistrates are 
magistrates, exclusively and have no revenue functions. The stipendiary 
magistrates are mostly graduates-in-law. The criminal judiciary in 
the State in respect of offences committed by European British subjects 
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consists of Special Magistrates and a Special Appellate Judge appoint¬ 
ed under Sign Manual by virtue of certain Proclamations. Special 
Magistrates, exercise, original jurisdiction ; and the Special Appellate 
Judge exercises: appellate and revisional powers over them. None of 
them can, however, award any punishment higher than imprisonment 
extending, up to.three months or fine up to one thousand rupees or 
both.. If, in the opinion of the Special Magistrate taking cognisance 
of a caso, the Offence is one that cannot be tried by him or be ade¬ 
quately punished by him, he has to commit the offender for trial to 
the High Court of Madras. 

The entire judiciary is recruited from the ranks of duly’ quali¬ 
fied members of the service or the bar. Judges of the High Court are 
appointed by His Highness the Maharaja and they 
Recruitment. are ordinarily selected from among the District Jud¬ 
ges or loading members of the bar. District Judges 
are appointed by Government, in consultation 
■with the High Court. Munsiffs are likewise appointed by G overnment 
on the recommendation of the High Court. District 
Security of - Judges and Munsiffs are removable for misconduct 
Service. only after a formal enquiry by a commission duly 

appointed by the High Court, with the sanction of 
His Highness the Maharaja. The Judges and Munsiffs are, without 
exception, gfaduates^in-law or b»rristers'-at-la\v. The courts are free 
from interference bn the part of the executive -authorities. Suits 
against Government are a common feature ; and they have always re¬ 
garded the decisions as binding on them, the courts being authorised 
by law to issue execution against Government. 

The High Court of J udicature and the subordinate courts of Tri- 
,. ■ yandrum were housed on 31st May 1943/17th Eda- 

Shifting of, vom 1118 at the Sri Mulam Buildings, Yanchi- 
Courts. . yoor. 

Criminal Justice 

There were 74 criminal courts during the year under report 
against 76 in the previous year and these comprised the High Court, 
: 7 Sessions Courts, 8 Additional Sessions Courts, 8 
Tribunals. District Magistrates' Coarts, 19 Eirst Class Magis¬ 

trates’ Courts, 2.5 Second Class Magistrates’ Courts, 5 
Eirsti_Class Bench Magistrates’. Courts ' and 6 Second Class Bench 
Magistrates’ Courts. -,j ■ 
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Crimes ■ ; J ... 

s The total number of offences reported during then-year was 
21,638 against 22,380 in 1117 and the number of oases returned as 
true was 21,161 against 22,055'in 1117iV'The per- 
Offences. centage of offences under the Penal Code to. 'the total 

number of cases rose from 42-55 in 113.7-to 50-30 in 
1118 while that of offences under the Special and local laws : fell from' 
57’45 in 1117 to 49'20 in 1118. 370 cases were rejected in limine 

against 228 in the previous year and those struck off as false, frivolous 
or vexatious rose from 97 in 1117 to 107 in 1118. - There was a slight 
fall in the percentage of true to reported cases, which-was 98*55 in 
1117 and 97-79 in 1118. ’ , 

Of the 39,235 persons brought to trial during the year 10,852 or 
27-66 per cent, were convicted against 41-23 per cent, in the previous 
year. The percentage of persons convicted to the population of the 
State (according to the latest Census returns) Was 0-18 against 0‘26 in 
1117. 

During the year under report 4,383 women were involved in the 
. cases for disposal and they formed 8'38 per cent, of 
■ WomenOften- the total number of accused • persons against 2,997 
dm. ' and 6-17 per cent, respectively in the previous year. 

The number of juvenile offenders fell from 387 to 277, of whom 
246 were hoys and 31 girls. -Twenty-two of 'the 
Juvenile ■. boys were, brought to trial out of whom 11 were con- 

Offenders. vioted. 

Four public servants were prosecuted in 111.8 against 3 in 1117. 
Public Servants. . - 

The number of persons called upon to furnish security for breach 
of the peace was 13 against 25 in 1117 and 21 
Preventive and persons were bound over for good behaviour. 

. Miscellaneous. . • ■ 

Magistrates' Courts. 

The total number of cases for disposal in (the Magistrates' Courts 
(including the Bench Magistrates’ Courts) was 24,386 affecting 52,299 
persons in 1118 against 26,090 cases affecting 
Original Work. 48,584 persons in 1117. Of those, 20,212 cases 
were disposed of in 1118 against 23,568 in 1117, 
leaving 4,174 oases pending at the end of the year 
against a pendency of 2,522 cases at the end of,the previous year, 
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The number of cases for disposal in.the Bench Magistrates’ Courts 
fell from 7,725 affecting 8,318 persons in 1117 to 5,152 affecting 
5,633 persons in 1118. Of these, 4,712 cases; 
Bench Magis- affecting 5,076 persons were disposed of against 
traces’ Courts. 7,291 cases affecting 7,797 persons in 1117, and the 

' ' arrears at the end .of the year were 440 cases 

against 434 cases at the end of the previous year. The average dura¬ 
tion of disposal of a case from the beginning of the trial was .22 days 
against 35 days in 1117. 

There were 19,234 cases affecting 46,676 persons for disposal in 
1118 against 18,365 cases affecting 50,266 persons in 1117, and of 
these 15,500 cases affecting 34,651 persons were dis- 
StipcniiiO'y posed of against 16,277 cases affecting 33,426 per- 

MagistraLes’ ■ sons in 1117. The average duration of a case from 

Courts. , the beginning to the end of thelenquiry and of 

the trial was 57 days in respect pi preliminary- 
enquiries and 27 days lor .trials against 46 days and 31 days respec¬ 
tively in 1117. 

The number of appeals for disposal in the 10 Magistrates - Courts 
exercising appellate jurisdiction was 446 against 581 in 1117, and 
of these, 312 appeals were disposed of against 452 in 
Appellate Worh. the‘previous year. The average duration of an 

appeal fell from 51 days, in 1117 to 35 days in 
1118. The subjoined statement shows the results of appeals disposed 
of in 1117 and 1118:— 




1117. f j 

m. 



Number. 

Perceut- : 

Number. 

Peroent*’ 




age. 


age. 

Finding and sentence oonfirraed 



4 0-22 

122 

33*10 

Conviction a it emu but sontenoe confirmed 





Convictiou upheld but sentence reduced 



12* 16 
21*90 



Conviction and sentence altered 

Conviction quashed and acquittArordered-. 

;; 

99 

5 

30*13 

Conviction quashed and retrial ordered 
Otherwise disposed of 


17 

29 

3*76 

6-42 

21 

r-ss 

Totai 


452 j 

100*00 

312 

100*00 
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The number of applications for.revision under Section 862 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code inclusive of the one pending at the end of 
1117 was 5, of which 4 were disposed of. 4,110 
. RemswtMl ■ calendars were received during the year under 
-Work. report in addition to the 1,132 calendars pending at 

the close of 1117, and of these, 5,191 calendars were 
disposed of by the District Magistrates leaving a balance of CO at the 
end of 1118. . 


Sessions Courts. 

Tho number of cases committed to the Sessions Courts fell from 
301 in 1117 to 213 in 1118 and the number of persons involved there¬ 
in from 610 to 379. Including’ the arrears at the 
Original Work, end of the previous year, -248 cases came up for trial 
against 332 eases in 1117, and of these 223 cases 
were disposed of. The average period, taken for the disposal of a 
sessions case from the date of receipt of the records was 18 days against 
25 days in 1117 and, the time from the commencement to the close of 
the trial was 9 days against 13 days in 1117. The number of persons 
convicted formed 38'63 percent, of the number involved against 
39‘32 per cent, in the previous year. . 

There were 277 , appeal oases for disposal against 391 in 1117 ; of 
these 231 cases were disposed of against 323 in the previous year, and 
the arrears at the close of the year fell from G8 to 
Appellate. Work. 46, The average duration of disposal of an appeal 
fell to 47 days in 1118 from 67 days in the previous 
year. In 34'20 per cent, of the appeals disposed of, the findings and 
sentences of the superior Magistrates were confirmed; in 129 per cent, 
of the ca'ses the findings and sentences were altered ; and retrial was 
ordered in 6'92 per cent, of the cases. 

High Court,' 

There were 46 referred trials involving 51 persons for disposal 
daring the year against 60 cases involving 82 persons in 1117, and of 
these 36 cases involving 41 persons were disposed of 
Appellate Work, during the year, Death sentence was confirmed in 
the case of 8 persons and commuted to life imprison¬ 
ment in the case of 2 persons ; rigorous imprisonment for life was 
confirmed in the case of 17 persons; conviction altered to one of less 
heinous offence and lighter punishment awarded' in the case of 11 per¬ 
sons and conviction was quashed and acquittal ordered in the case of % 
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persqns. Thirty-ninfe persons in referred tfi&ls ware defended at Sirkar 
cost on account of their poverty against 46 in the previous year. The 
average duration of a referred-trial fell from 184 days in lit? to 173 » 
days in 1118. 

There Was a fall in the numbeir of, appeals'for the disposal of the. 
High Court from 466 in 1117 to 871 in 1118.- -The hrimher disposed 
of rose.from 276 in UJ;7 to 299 in 1118. The aver- 
Appeals. , age duration of an appeal disposed of was 285 days 
in 1118 against ,336 dp.ys-iD 1117..;. Seventy-seven 
appeals against 62 in 1117 were defended at Sirkar cost during-the 
year under report. The subjoined statement shows the result of appeals 
disposed of in 1117 and 1118 :—; 


■§ f (a) Abated by death of EfppBll- 


(h) Eoyal clemency exercised' 
; (i) Included in the list of Ion; 

1 . SSfencfklined 

2. Acquittal set asidpand co 

vision entered*? 

3. Acquittal set aside* and re 

' 4. Abated by death of respo: 


..-The tgjal number qfmases for revieion.feH from 1,071 m 1117 to 
165 in 1118. ' T.he.immber disposed of was' 624 in lilft-against .645 
' in the previous year. The sentence or order was 
Miscellaneous, confirmed in 7236 per cent, of the cases, modified in 
6'72 per cept. of the cases and quashed in the rest 
via., 20'92 per cent, orthe cases. 
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.... The tetal.number of calendars and appeal statements for disposal* 
waa 412 all of -which were disposed of during the year. All the 49 
applications for transfer of cases from one court -to another were dis¬ 
posed of and out of these 12 were allowed. 4 

The High Court inspected l.L criminal courts during the year and 
ail these were surprise inspections. ,■ , 

v- • Extradition. 

'The number of persons extradited to British India and the Cochin 
State at the instance of the Resident for the Madras .-States was 16 and 
55 persons-were surrendered to this State from British India and the 
Cochi,n State. 

Civil Justice. < 

The number of courts exercising civil jurisdiction was,84 against . 
78 in the previous year comprising the High Court, 7 District Courts, 

. , - 4 Second Judges’ Courts, 4 Temporary Second 

Kumber of Judges’ Courts, 31 District Munsiffs’ Courts, 4 

Civil Courts. Munsiff-Magistrates,’ Courts, 5 Temporary Munsiffs’ 

, Courts, 6 Additional Temporary SMunsiffa’ Courts 
and 22; Village Panqhayat Courts, 

The volume of litigationlin the years 1117 and 1118 is shown in 1 
the following 'statement 

Civil Litigation, 
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.There was a decided rise in the total volume of litigation the in¬ 
crease being 6,836 suits or 11'28 per cent, over that of the previous 
year. . In the file of original suits there was a marked increase by * 
6,690 suits or 'by 12 per cent, and in appellate litigation''.there was a 
rise of 146 appeals or 2 - 84 per cent. This increase is attributed to 
the abnormal rise in the price'of agricultural products and the con¬ 
sequent increase of wealth in the country. The ratio of the original 
suits instituted during th& year to the total population of the State was 
one suit for every 118 persons as against one suit for every 133 per¬ 
sons in the previous year. 

I. 1'he aggregate value of the suits filed during the year ■ was Es. 
1*24 crores as against Es. 1*06 crores in the previous year, the average 
value of a suit being Bs. 242 as against 'Es. 232 in 1117. 

Original Litigation. 

The total number of suits for disposal by the Village Panehayat 
Courts fell from 8,960 in 1117 to 6,697 and the number disposed of 
also fell from 7,510 in 1117 to 5,333 in 1118. The 
Village ' Pan- average duration of a contested suit was 218 days 
ehayat Courts. - and of an uncontested suit 70 days against '191 days 
if;. . and 40 days respectively-in the previous year. The 

work of these.Courts needs improvement. , 

.. The total number of suits for disposal in the Munsiffs’ Courts rose 
from 71,431 in 1117 to 79,683 in 1118 and the 'number disposed of 
also rose from 41,569 to 42,918. Of the cases dis- 
Munsifrs' •- posed of on the-merits, 11,688 were decreed in 
Courts. ' favour of the plaintiffs as against 8,874 in 1117. 

The average duration of contested or ordinary suits 
fell from 799 days'to.710 days and that of uncontested suits rose from 
122 to 144 days in 1118. The total arrears in the Munsiffs’ Counts 
rose ■ from'29,872 at the end of 1117 to 36,765 at the end of lil8. 

The number of suits, for disposal in the District Courts rose from 
3,020 iff 1117 to 3,022 in 1118 of which 1,068 or 35*84 per cent, were 
disposed of against 1,218 or 40-33 per cent,-in the 
■district - previous year. The number of contested original 
Courts. ■ suits disposed of formed 68*82 per cent, of the total 

. disposal off original suits.. The avferage duration of 
contested and uncontested original, suits! was 1,147 and 284 days 
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•respectively in 1118 as against l,24i and 283 days respectively in 1117. 
The number of references received undetihe Land Acquisition Aot'WaB 
SI against 82 in ■the*previous! year. The number :of petitions received, 
disposed of, and pending, . ; undei the Insolvency, Succession . Certificate 
apd -Cuardian and ; War.ds Acts etc.,’ were.348, 343 and 307 j respectively 
-duringlhe; year finder' report against 350,402 and 302 respectively 
iin the. previous.year.The arrears at the end of the year-.were-1,954 
suits against 1,802 in 1117. i' ■ 

A comparative statement of the number of applications .for exe¬ 
cution of decrees for disposal, the number dis- 
i Execution of :, posed of, the number pending at the. olose^of the 
Decrees. year and the average duration of an application ih 

4he years 1117 and 1118 is given bslavz n 
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'The percentage of applications in which ’full satisfaction was ob¬ 
tained to-the total disposal wa3 l4“S6 and that of petitions in which 
partial satisfaction was obtained was 13*75 against 10*34 and 12*62 
respectively in ,the previousiyear.The'number' of petitions ..which 
proved wholly infiuctuous was 57,114, of 67’Q4 per cent, of the total 
disposal as-agsinst 58,170 or 70*59 per e'ent. in 1117. The number, of 
applications in which judgment debtors were imprisoned was 182 
against .179 in 1117. Immovable property was sold in 3,436 cases 
against 2,972 in 1117, movable property in 209 cases against 23l in 
1117 and specific performance was enforced in 24 cases against 49 in 
1117. . ’ . 

■; iITChe.number of decrees received.for execution, in Travancore courts 
from the Cochin State was-8. against 9 in 1117 and of those received 
from British Tndiah courts was 24 against 17 in the previous year. 
Decrees in.9'cases were, sent to. Cochin courts for execution and in 3 
ciaisesito British,Indian courts, against 6 and 12 respectively in 1117. 

Appellate Jurisdiction. 

The number of cross objections and miscellaneous appeals for- 
disposal rose from 7,070 in 1117-to 7,731 in 1118 and those disposed 
■ of ’also rose from 4,000 to 436'0. The average 

’District Courts, duration of regular appeals, contested and uneon- 
fested was 293 days and- 153 days respectively" 
against 288 days and. 119 days respectively in 1117, 

The number of appeals for disposal rose from. 3,945 in 1117 to 
4,247 or by 302 in 1118 and the numbej of appeals disposed of was 
,. , f -l,602 against 1,218 in. 1117, the percentage ;of dis- 
Uigh'Gom't,, posal to th^ total number for disposal being 37*72 
. .against 80*87 in the-previous year. The number of 
appeais disposed of on the merits rose from 1,122 in 1117 to 1,411 or. 
by 289 in 1118. Of the first appeals disposed of, 104 were heard, by a 
Ml Bench of threeJydgW against 36 in the previous-year. One 
first appeal' and 2 second'appeals wej:e remanded to the lower courts for 
revised findings. . The avefUge duration of, a. first, appeal was 745 days 
anJ ifhSt of a sebohd appeal was 811 ‘days as against 644 and 914. days 
respectively in the previous year. ., . , 

* The nam{)er of croys objections andcwiscellaneous appeals for.dis* 
posal was 351 and 6s8 against 289 apdfififi respectively in theprevicftis- 
year, the numbers disposed of being .99 .and 314 againsf'68 and £9? 
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respectively, in 1117. .; Inhere ^yere, 83 ['applications for review of judg¬ 
ments against 133 in .11,17 and 3S< out of the 83 application^were dis¬ 
posed of during theyear..... 

There were 4.Full Bench-sittings of five Judges, 75 Full Bench. 
Sittings of three Judges, .'446 Division*'Bench sittings, 17;0. Single 
Judged sittings and 19. Departmental Full Bench sittings during the 
year. 

The percentage of appeals from decrees of Munsiffs to the number 
of contested original suits disposed of by them fell from 31*22 in 1117 
'to 29’54 in 1118. The percentage of appeals againSf 
Quality of work decrees passed by District and Second Judged iff 
of the Courts. such, suits rose.from 36*93 in 1117 to 39‘59 iriilll8 

vfhile that of appeals against the’ appellate decrees 
of District and Second Judges fell from 20*12’to 19‘93. The percen¬ 
tage of confirmation of Munsiffs’ decrees rose from 52*09 in. 1117 to 
56-8.5 iff 1118 and that of modification and reversal fell from 12-34 
and 35-57 in 1117 to 9*66 and 33*49 respectively in 1118. As regards 
the original work of the District and Second Judges the percentage of 
confirmation fell from 57*78, .in 1117 to.55*05 in 1118 while that of 
modification,;and -reversal rose from 18*89 and.23’33 in 1117 to 20*58 
and 24*37 respectively in 1118. Regarding t hl fe-ppellate work of Dis¬ 
trict, apd Second Judges, , the percentage of Jslnfirmation and reversal 
rose from 63*36 and 24*57 in 1117 to 64*2i9hd 25*75 respectively in 
1118 while that of , modification fell >to 10*04. Of the 

decrees of Munsiffs modified and .reversedffly District and Second 
Judges,’ the High Gburt in second appeals re$|Ked the decisions in 55 
cases against 64 oases' in 1117;' thereby raisingjithe percentage of con¬ 
firmation of Munsiffs' decrees from' 53*83 to 58 v fe4. In 454 appeals the 
suits were remanded to Munsiffs’ Courts by the District and Second 
Judges fbk trial and decision de mvo and in lOiappeals revised findings 
were called fori 1 1 

’. The number of suits to which the Government was a party in the 
District Courls’ was 545 against 506 in 1117 and the number of 
appeals in the High Court was 266 as- against 20S 
‘ QOviniment in 1117. The disposals numbered 181 in the District 
suits aiidapvcals. Courts and 61 iff the High Court. Of the total dis¬ 
posal 46*96 per cent.'bf . the suits and 45*90 per 
oent.-of the appeals -were- decreed in favour of Government against 
53*57 and 66*67’per cent, respectively in 1117, 
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THE LEGISLATURE. 

A brief account of the constitution and powers of the State Legis* 
iature has been given in Chapter III. The Sri Mulam Assembly met 
three times during the-year and sat for: 17 days in 
Meetings. ■ all, out of which 14 days were devoted to the trans¬ 
action of official business and 3 days to non-official 
business.' The Sri Chitra State Council sat for 10 days in allofficial 
business was transacted on 7 days and non-official business on 3 days. 
There was, besides, a joint sitting of the two Houses for- the presenta¬ 
tion of the fcudget for 1119 u. B- 

Twenty-four Acts and four Proclamations .were enacted during the 
year. Of these 28 enactments, 11 Acts were passed through the.Legis- 
Iature. and the rest were promulgated direct by 
Enaot-nents. ■ His Highness the Maharaja., These latter related 
mainly to war emergency measures. The following 
were the enactments passed through the Legislature, namely :— 

(i) The Travaneore Provident Funds (Amendment) Act (Act I 
of 1118). 

(ii) -The Travaneore Official Trustee Act (Act V of 1118): pro¬ 
vides for the appointment of an official trustee. . 

,(iii) The Travaneore Administrator General Act (Act VI of 
1118): provides for the appointment of an Administrator-rGenerai. ;\ 

(iv) The Travaneore Poisons Act (Act XI of 1118) •; regulates 
the importation, possession and sale of poisons throughout Travaneore. 

\(v) The Travaneore Village Panchayai, Courts -(Amendment) 
Act (Act XII of 1118). 1: : 

(vi) The Travaneore Insurance (Amendment) Act (Act Xni of 

ins). ; 

(vii) The Travaneore Court Fees (Amendment) Act' (Act XIV 
of 1118). 

(viii) The. Travaneore Credit ',Bank (Amendment! Act (Act 
XVIII of 1118), : . ; 
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(iz) The Travancore Maternity' Benefit Act (Act XIX of 1118) : 
prevents the employment of women in factories for some time before 
and some time after confinement and?..provides for the payment of 
maternity benefit to them- 

(x) The Ttavancora R^gigt^ion (Anjfjndmont) Act (Act XX of 

1118 ). . ; v ' 

- (xi) The Abkari (Amendme nt) -Act (Act XXI of Mlo). . 

' The'following seventeen enactment's (13 Acts and 4 Proclamations) 
were promulgated by His Highness the Maharaja direct:— 

(1) The Travancore War Bisks (Goods) Insurance Act (Act II of 
1118): makes certain provisions for the insurance'of goods in Travan¬ 
core against damage by enemy action. 

(2) The Travancore War Bisks (Factories) Insurance Act (Act 
ill of 1118): provides for the insurance of certain property against 

(3) ' The Travancore Coffee Markets Expansion (Amendment) 
Act (Act IV of 1118). 

(4) The Travancore Special Criminal Courts Act (Act VII of 
1118)-: provides for -the setting mp of special criminal courts. 

(5) The Travancore Penalties (Enhancement) Act (Act VIII of 
1118) : provides for the enhancement in certain circumstances of the 
penalties provided by law for the punishment of certain offences. 

(6) The Travancore Collective Fines Act (Act IX of 1118) • 
provides for the imposition of collective. fines in connection with 
offences prejudicially affecting the Defence of Travancore. 

(7) The Travancore Police- (Resignation bf office) Act : (Act X 
of 1118 ) : temporarily suspends the right at present enjoyed by mem- 
bers.of the Police Force to resign office on giving notice of their inten¬ 
tion to.resign.. . 

. . (8) The..Travancore Government Securities (Amendment) Act 

.(Act XV of 1118). . . .. . ) 

(9), • The?Travancore' War-Biskd (Fact6ries>Insnrance ''Amend¬ 
ment) Act (Act XVI of 1118). " ,G ' 

• (10). The Travancore War Bisks '(Goods) Insurance (Amend¬ 

ment) Act, (Act XVII of 1118). 

:• - - : (3-1) The Travancore Coffee Market Expansion (Second Amend¬ 
ment) Act (Act XXII of 1118). ’ I .... 
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(12) The Essential Service (Maiiitenance) (Amendment) Act 
(Act XXXII of J118). , : ' 

, (13) The Indian Soldiers tfhtlfeation) (Amendment) Act (Act 
XXIVof 1118); ' 1 '■ 

(14) The Coinage and Mint (Amendment) Proclamation. 

(15) The Defence of Txavancore (Amendment) Proclamation 
1118. :• 

(16) The Defence of Travanobre (Second Amendment) Procla- 

mation,T118 - . 

, (17) The , Pulienthuruthu Knthahapattom Proclamation. 

The Travemcore Poisons Bill whiah was passed by the ,Sri-Chitra 
State Council in 1117 was considered and, passed by the Assembly. 

The.Travancore Court Rees Act (Amendment) Bill, 
Bills. the Trav&ucore‘ Village-'Panchayat Courts Act 

1 (Amendment) Bill and the Travancore Insurance Act 
(Amendment) Bill which had been pending.cansideration of the Select 
Committees of the Assembly at the beginning of the year were reported 
on by the respective Committees and' -the Bills wefe- considered and 
passed by the Assembly :and.:the Council.-. -/The,..Travancore Special 
Marriage and Succession Bill .!which had alteady bees passed by the 
Assembly and the Council) was.-returnad byfhesDewan for reconside¬ 
ration by. the Assembly, under SebtiamSS-of the legislative Reforms 
Act with particular-reference io'the jquestion.pf the; exclusion of the 
^Muslim Coinihunit/from/the purview of ,the :B1U. 1 The .. Bill was re¬ 
considered and passed by .the Assembly-afte/r .an elaborate discussion, 
and subsequently it was again passed by the Couneil. 

-. -The following BUle/werediittoduped ia.the Assembly during the 
. year •.-rtl-: - 4 . \ ’ 

•?. (1)' The Travancore Registration Act (Amendment) Bill, 

i ’ (2) Tfcfe Travancore Maternity; Benefit-Bill. 

(3) TheTravancbreVarnavaBill.: /i:. - 

(4) The Abkari Act (Amendment) Bill. > .->■■ 

f (5) The Travancore Medidal.Practitioners’Bill. \ 

(6) The Travancore Burses, MadW-ives bud ©.hais-Bill,- 

(7) Tlm.Trayancqgi.-.Credit Bank et (Amendment),Bin._ 

(8) The.Travancore.Bigh .Courii Act .(Amendment) Bill. 

(9) The Criminal Procedure Code (Amendment) Bill,- 
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■ r (10) The Civil Procedure ,Code (Amendment) Bill. 

(It) The Trayancore Disposition of Property Bill, 

. ( 12 ) The.Trgyancqre Anc&al. Act (Amendment) Bill, 

(13) The Travaneore Sale of Goods Act (Amendment) Bill. 

Of these,‘ Nos. (1), (2), -(5), (8),' (9) ana (10) were referred to 
■Select Committees of the Assembly, and the Bills as. reported 
by them were considered and passed by both the Houses. Nos. 
(4), (7),; (!2) ; ,,fmd (13) .were, passed by the, ,tWo Houses, without 
reference to Select Committees. A motion for the continuance of 
the Trayancore .Public Health Bill (which lapsed under the 
Standing Orders) was adopted' by the Assembly. The Travan- 
core Yarnava Bill-Was referred to a Select Comwuttee .and was 
pending with the Committee at the end of the year. The' Select Com¬ 
mittee constituted to consider",the- Trayancore Nurses, Midwives and 
• ! Dhaia Bill submitted-'its repfirt during the year. The Trayancore 
Disposition of Property Bill was.referredto.a Joint Select Committee 
of both the Houses, and the Travancore. Kammala fiViswakarmaj Bill 
which had already been passed by the Assembly was referred to a. Joint 
Committee under Section. 2T of the Legislative Beforms Act while* 
under consideration by the Council. iThesse latter two Bills were penff- 
, iugwith the .Committees at ;4he ,.dnd;bf the year. The Trayancore 
Partition Bill was introduced in- the Council/, and.referred: to a . Select 
"■‘Committee*' Thd Council also adopted^ motion for the continuance of 
the Trayancore Transfers and Bequests to,Unborn Persons: Bill (which 
had lapsed under the Standing .Orders) arid.for the.inclusion of certain 
. additional members in Jts Saleot Committee.' ... . f 

The Budget for 1119 M. B. was presented at a'joint sitting 
\ki- "of the ! S r i- al&laim Assembly ■ and rltbe Sri 
Financial Chitra State Council held on the 3rd Karkatakom 
Business ; n '1118119th July 194.3. It was : discussed by the 

.Assembly for nine days and by the Council for five 
days. The Budget was passed by the Assembly as presented to it, and 
subsequently it was passed .by the Council also. . “Demands for supple¬ 
mentary grants, totalling Bsk 10,45,71:0 in . the budget for 1118 
were also, voted by both the Houses during the year.., 

The total number of questions answered in the Assembly was 402 
and In the Council 66 during the year, 
j iQuestions, ■' , 
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Seven resolutions were moved and discussed in the Assembly but 
none of them was passed. In the Bri Chitra State 
liesolutiotis. Council nine resolutions'were moved and discussed. 

Of these, one resolution congratulating the Govern¬ 
ment for adopting efficient and timely’"measures t& overcome to a con¬ 
siderable extent the difficulties regarding foodstuffs in the State and 
assuring the hearty co-operation of Jthe Legislature in the schemes 
under consideration by the Government was passed, and the others 
were withdrawn after discussion i- - n : , t 

Motions were moved in the Assembly and the Council for discuss¬ 
ing the question whether any proportion of the members of the Ppblic 
Service Advisory Committee should be thrown open for election by the 
Legislature. ; Tha.qnestion was put to vote and lost.- v 

. Another, nation, regarding the introduction of a scheme for the 
licensing of document wjifcers was moved in, the Assembly and was 
passed. A similar ipotion was .also .moved and passed by the Council. 

1 A motion expressing the heartfelt felicitations-of the House on 
the distiriguished-Suecess-achieved by His 'Highness ; fihe Maya Baja 
of Travaricore iti the-Bv A.'Degrde Examination was moved by the 
President an& Was plssed-by the Council r -Another' tnotion .expressing 
therejoioihgs of ='the Cdufibil on the successful termination of the, 
African Campaign'-b? ths'-AM’- Victory dri : TunisiaCand the glorious 
and, praise worthy part played by the Indian Army iu the struggle-was 
also moved by the President and passed by the House, '-o ... • W:" 

Motions were pasged-by both , the .Assembly.and'the Council wel¬ 
coming the Dewan-President Sachivottama Sir C. P. Bamaswami 
Aiyhr back to the State and 1 offeringAim heartymooperationv 
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• Police. 

Inspector-General Bajyaseuapravina Ehftn Bahadur G. , S.r,-Aidul 
■of Police. . , Karim Sahib Snhrawardy. 

“ ! Tte totil sanctioned strength.'of the permanent police; hforce on 
i.' : ’'the last day of the yead 1118 was 2,67$, .officers 

Strength of the Bo- androen, which.waa one less'thKO.the correspond- 
lice B'orce — Recruit- ing figure for 1117. The decrease was due to the 
ment and Biscip- Abolition of th&‘poair of the TriVandrfiW District 
lute. , C. I. :D. Inspector ctf Police- ' There was one 

inembei of the permanent forfeeto every 2'85 sq. 
miles of the area of the St&t&jand to every 2^gS o$,its fioppl^tipn. The 
number of cognisable eases; investigated made. ; an average of 1'6 per 
member of the police force.; , The. strength,, ofi the temporary force was t 
enhanced from 1,021 in 1117-to ly049 in 1118, consisting of 1 Assistant 
Superintendent of Po.liqe,. 5-Inspectors, ,19;.Sul}-inspecttjrs, 78 Bead 
Constables and 946 Constables. The standard ,cf efficiency of the 
force.was high and discipline;was well maintained,.. The, .percentage 
of the number of subordinate; officers and,men departmental^ punished ,, 
to the actual strength was 20" 3 against 21‘2 in the previous year, The 
number of men diBmi&sed from the force was 8 against 10 in 1117. 

During the year,, the Maharaii’^Tnlice Medal for gallantry was: 

awarded to Mr. K. Mohammed Hassan, Fourth 
Rewards. Grade Inspector of Police, and the Travancote 

Police Medal for - gallantry was awarded to 
K. Raghavan Nadar, acting Third Grade Head Constable. The deco* 
ration of the Travancore Police Medal for distinguished services was 
conferred on Mr. 8. Ganesa Aiyar, District Superintendent of Police 
(retired), Mr. P. K. M'athen, retired Assistant Superintendent of Police, 
Mr. T. B. Vaidianatha Aiyar, acting Assistant Superintendent of 
Police, and Mr. K. Raman Pillai, Fourth Grade 'Inspector of Police, 
Two men were given accelerated promotions for remarkably.good wort, 

’ and a sum of Rs. 902 was given as rewards. 
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The health of the force showed improvement, the percentageof 
admission into hospitals and that'of men absent 
Health , Educa- from duty on account of sickness being 8'8 and n 
iion and Training. 0 - 52 against 11'5 and 0'46 respectively in the pre- 
' vious year. Alf the officers and men in the per¬ 
manent force on the last day of the year were literate and of these 39‘9 
per cent, were literate in English. * In the Recruits School attached to 
the Armed Reserve, Trivandrum, 245 Constables were trained and pas¬ 
sed out and sixty-one recruits' were undergoing training at .the close' of 
the year under report. 

The number of grave crimes reported during the yesra 1117 and 
1118 is shown below 


Crimes. 

Murder 

Culpable homicide , 

Daooity 

Robbery 

House-breaking and theft 
Cattle theft , 

Theft 


. nit ■ 111* 

.99 119 

9 fi 

1 22 

34 102 

627 594 

147 132 

968 ■ 962 


Total ' .1,885 ' 1937 


No case of communal tension was- reported and the political 
situation was b'omparatively quiet. ! 1 - - 

One case of counterfeit coining was reported’ during the . year -, 
against.8 cases of counterfeit coining and 3 cases 
. Counterfeiting of .counterfeit currency notes, in- 1117. .The case 
Coins, . and Cur- U . .was charged and was pending trial at the close of 
reyey Notes. the year. . ... 

There was a decrease in the detecfen : o£Cdgriisakle crimes.,The' 

; , . V. T^ cerl '* :a S e detection .of cognisable crimes dis* 

beketion mB posed of during the year was 47 against 6 7 , jnl 
Prevention of 1117. The prosioution staff prosecuted 1,532 cas- 

Grime ‘ .es including appeals, against 1,322-fn the previous 

year, and of these, 403 ended in conviotion. The 
percentages of conviotion of original cases and of uusuccessfu! appeals 



78 




[chap. 


were i ,23‘J'"and 19'1 agairiBt’74 - 4;ana .77*8 respectively in the previous 
year.. 4,586 .persons were tried in the year against 4,483 in 1117 and 
3,857 persons or 55;7 per oeiit. w.ere convicted against 50'7 per cent, 
in the previous year. The average number of days taken*by the courts' 
lor the disposal of cases charged, was 54 against , 81 in the previous 
year while such time taken for the disposal of cases referred' and un¬ 
detected during, tke year was 20 and 98 days against 23" and. 73 'days*'' 
respectively in 1117. Fourteen prisoners escaped from lock-ups and' 
eleven from other “police custody in 1118 against four and seven res-' 
pectively in 1117, Eleven of the above prisoners'were recaptured.’’' 
The, police cfficprs responsible for the escapes w ere punished depart¬ 
mental^.. . , j : 

188 habitual criminals were brought uuder surveillance during 
the year and the number of those removed ; from 
Habitual Grimi- the rolls on acoount of death, linfirmity etc:. Was 
nals. 68. The number of bad characters at large on 

, the last day of the year was 895 of whom 229 
were oiit of view. _ 15 

Including the 435 cases pending disposal at the end of the pre* 
vious year, the number of persons charge-sheeted 
Security for Gdod before the Magistrates under Sections 103, 105 
Behaviour. ‘ and 106 of the Criminal Procedure Code was 711, 

, . r . * f of .whom 248were discharged,, 40 were ordered to 

furnish secmrity, 19 sentenced to imprisonment in default s of finding 
security and the cases against 404 were pending disposal at the end 
of the yesf. • ' ' ‘ • -'■ 

. . ThaCrimifioPIntelligeHce Bureau attended t6 the collection 

V> ■azuh ■ 'it, \a and’dissemination of' information regarding crimd 
Criminal Intelli- and criminals and forhied fl connecting lirik wffih • 
genes Bureau. the Intelligence Bureau of the various British 
J ['\ ' 'Indian Brovinces. The Police Gazette, monthly 

and ‘quarterly reviews of crime, quarterly and consolidated list of Q. V: 
K','iDs. and. proclaimed offenders were compiled and published .by' tke- 
Bureau. Of.the 703 history-sheeted ihter-district criminals that re-,- 
inaihed at the beginning of the year, ;13 were struck ofi by reason of 
deafh, and 6 criminals addicted to property crimes were newly regist». 
el'ed so that the total number of history—Sheeted criminals at the end 
of the year was 696, The Bureau pointed out to the station house • 
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officers 15 habitual criminals for being registered as. known depredators 
, p,nd kept under surveillance.. The. photographer attached to the 
Bureau took the photographs of .7, suspected persons,. 10 unidentified 
dead bodies and 12 finger prints withen|argements. 

The number of finger prints on record at the commencement 
' ' ot the year was 25,902 and the number receded 
Finger Print ’ for record during the year was 1,105 against 1,887 
Bifte.au.' in the previous year. 2,103 finger prints were 

received for search against 2,264 in 1117 and of 
these, 464 Vers traced against 501 in' 1117. ' The number of finger 
prints eliminated was 312 and there were 26,695 finger prints on re¬ 
cord orr the’ last day of ' 1118. ' ' ■ 

The Motor Vehicles Act was revised and the revised Act and 
... . the Buies passed thereunder came into force from 

.. Registration- the beginning of 1117. All the motor vehiclesrun- 

of Motor Veld- ning in the State were re-registered and assigned 

cles. new identification numbers during 1117. 

.The subjoined statement compares the number 'of i motor vehi¬ 
cles registered during 1117 and 1118:—-; 

; Type of Motor Vehicles. . 1117 lip 

Cars ., v . . .i ■ . ,110 2 

Stage Carriages 21 

^ Goods Vehicles,-. , 20,, . 4 

Motor-Cycles . ' U 1-. 

• .Koiad Bolters . i 

Ambulance Van ~ . . ! ■_ •■■■■.;- 1 

>' * ' ■■ < - Total •' ■ 162, 8’ 

The decrease in the number of ffiot’or vehicles registered during 
1118 was due to the non-availability of fresh chassis owing to war 
conditions. ■ . • . . 

Four vehicles .were registered as public conveyances during the 

; . _ year under report. The number of fresh permits 

■ Public .Convey? ..issued during the. year was 363 against 822 in 1117. 
ances, £t\ce»ses The number of fresh, licenses' to drive motor vehi- 
and Badges. . ■' cles issued during 1118 was 238 and the number of 

, driving tuition licenses issued was 159 against 213 

..and K9 respectively in 1117. Besides, 2,392 driving licenses were 
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either renewed or re-issued thus working out a total of 2,789 against 
3,747 in the previous-yeari '-125’drivers’badges were issued in 1118 
against 82 iff-lfft'And the'total number of badges issued till the end 
of 1118 was 5,399. The conductors’ pass books issued during the year 
numbered 120 against 113 in the previous year, 'the. total number of 
pass book holders ,in the State being 5,907- There was a considerable 
, decrease in the number of offences committed under the Motor Vein- 
. cles Act due tp the activities of the “Flying Squad” organised f*r the 
prevention and detection of offences under the Act. Special precau¬ 
tions were taken for the control of vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
on the trunk roads in the, Trivandrum City and in important towns 
and the one way traffic system which was introduced with a view to 
minimising accidents in places where there was congestion of traffic 
yielded excellent-results. 

The subjoined statement shows the number of fatal accidents 
’ caused by motor vehicles during the past three 
\ "Motor Acci- years:— ~ 

dents. , - ' " 1 - - 1 

Year. Total number of accidents Number that 

caused by Motor 'Vehicles. proved fatal. 

1116 106 ■■ ' ! 33 

.1117 8S 34 

1H8 66 - 33 

The number of carriages registered under the Hackney Carri- ' 
age Act in the City of Trivandrum and the towns 
Hackney ' of Quilon and Alleppey during the year was 321, 
Carriages. 207 and206,against 274, 195 and ,222 respectively 

in 1117. The number of persons licensed 'to drive 
was 625 against.630in 1117. , 

The number of films censored under the Cinematograph Act 
was 347 against 354 in 1117. No case of screening 
Cinematograph filmsbefore certification’ was reported during the 
Act. ' ' ' year. 

A general increase in the basic pay of Police Constables by one „ 
, ! fupee was sanctioned with-effect from 1st Thulam 
Miscellarreoiis, 1118. In connection with the celebration of the 

.■“ Tunisian Day m the City in May 1943, there was a 

‘‘March Past” of the Travancore State Forces and the Police. . 

The receipt's of the Police Department amounted'to Bs. 1,14,257 
against Es. 90,834 in 1117. The expenditure of the 

Beceiptsani ' department rose from Its. 8*47 lakhs in lift to Bs, 
Expenditure. 9*56 lakhs in 1118. 
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JAILS, 

The Central Prison. 

Superintendent. Mr, John Lambert. 

(Till 31-10-1118.) 

Mr. S, B. Krishndsieami Bao 
■(From 81-10-1118 till the 
. end of the year.) 

The following table allows the number of prisoners under different 


classes in 1118 :— 
Strength. , 



• - The'total number oi convicted prisoners admitted during the ye*r 

was 793i of whiok 781-were males and 12 females. hundred and 

two. males and 7 females were those', convicted, for 
Convicted Tri- .offences under the Penal. Code and 279 males 
- mners and 5 females were those convicted under other. 

l aw3 . Of the males 520 including one detenus 
wdre Hindus, 175 Christians and 86 Mohamedans; 14 of them were 
above 60 years of age,; 129 between . 41 and 6Q years, 637 between 16 
and 40 years and one below 16 who was transferred to the Befor- 
Ltorv Of the convicts admitted during the year, 2b were those 
' sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for life-against 31 m 1117 and 
capital 'punishment was meted out to 14 prisoners against 12 m the 
previous year. Those sentenced to varying r terms of imprisonment 
numbered 681 against 862 in the previous year and those in solitary 
confinement numbered* against 13 In■ theprevious yea- Those- 
sentenced to simple imprisonment numbered 40 against 65inlll7. 
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Dnrang tbe year 250 habitual prisoners were . admitted against 162 
m the previous year. Of these, 188v ika d one. previous conviction, 33 
. d tW0 pr6VI0UB evictions and -84 had more than two. convictions. 

. The number of prisoners released on remission was 82 the 
" mawmum of remission earned being 4 months and 9 day*; Under the 
ystem Premature release”, introduced in 1117 for relieving the con¬ 
gestion:m the .prison,.256 releases were mhde/ The system has since 
■ ' been discontinued. . 

The number of punishments inflicted for offences committed 
while in prison rose from 109 in 1117 to 441 in Ills. 

JHscipUiit .«.. . 

. The teachers from the Education Department continued to imbart. 
education to youthful offenders and' classes were .held for one hour-in 
■ ' , ‘he,morning and evening every day. Religious and 

hdueahon of moral instruction was also given-to the 'prisoners. - 
onvi.cs. They were also trained in pricing and manufacture; 

t ol texbles an<1 leather goods in the various industrial 

concerns attached to the prison. ' 

The- total number of prisoners admitted and treated In the jail 
hospital was 75 as against 50 in the previous year. The percentage 

, of sick t0 .^erage strength was O'43 against i‘77 in 

Hea th and - the year 1117. There were 14 deaths against 16 in 
Mortality. 1117. ' Throughout the year., the general health of 

' ’ *be inmates of the Jail was satisfactory. Of the 809 
.prisoners discharged during the year 16*1 .per cent, gained weight, 

7 91 per cent, lost wei ght while the weight of 75'78'per cent, of the 
prisoners was steady. , 

^ ( The Advi S ory Board .constituted for reconsidering the sentences . 
■■■„><{,. ' “ lon §-* e ™ prisoners recommended 61 cases and 

Miscellaneous. Government sanctioned the release of 43 pri¬ 
soners. 

", 0n , 'average 100 prisoners were daily employed for work in 
connection with cooking in-the'hospital,, sweeping, cleaning, B cavem 
paaisonryi roadirepajring etc^ and 120-prisoners 
PWmSli;; ' ---^ress a, cmpositors, ^aelrirro- 

Seroiee ' ■ " 7*a ^° * Eum b« e ^ counters etc.About : 

, • ' pnSone “ <My employed in the Manu- 

rrr 

vegetable gardens, and 77 for fodder cultivation. “ 
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The cost per head under dieting charges rose from Rs. 66-4-8 in 
the previous year to Bs, 101-11-3 in 1118 and the hospital charges also 
. rose from Rs. 7-18-4 to Rs ; 12-4-5. The establish- 
Oost of Main- ment charges increased from Rs. 47-11-13 to 
tenance. .. Rs. 66-4-8 in 1118 and-the clothing and bedding 
, charges from Rs. 4-7-6 to Rs. 23-26.13. The total 
cost per head rose from Rs. 190-2-13' to Rs. 303-3-11. The increase 
in expenditure was mainly due to the rise in the price of articles of food 
and. clothing. • 

The subjoined statement shows the receipts from and the expendi¬ 
ture on the Central Prison during 1117 and 1118 :— 

Beeeipts and ’ 

Expenditure, . • • 



The Temporary Prison at AUeppey. ... 

At the beginning of'the year there, were 105 convict ed prisoners 
.in the temporary prison at’, Alleppey. During the year 272 convicted 
prisoners were admitted making a total of 377. 'tbs prison was closed 
down on 10-10-1118 owing'to the redaction ip the strength oi prisoners 
in the Central Prison, ^rivandruui,. , 
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Lock-up?. ■ 

Persons sentenced by the criminal courts in the mofussil to ira- 

* prls&u'ment for a modth 'Or fora lesser period are confined in the station < 
lockupaj while those sentenced to longer terras by such courts and 

'■ those sentenced to ndpifSomfient for any term by the criminal courts at 

* Trivandrum are sent to tht Uetiiral Prison. The number of prisoners 
confided in station lookups during 1118 was 8,932 against 10,767 in. 

’ 1117. ■ 1 ■ 

Registration. 

Director, Mr. K. Madhava Kurup. M. A: ’ 

The number of District Registrars’ and Sub-Registrars’ Offices 
remained the same as in the previous year viz., 3 and 80 respectively. 

The temporary Sab-Registrars’ Offices, !at Moh- 
Begistry i kompu, Pandalam, Ranni, Nedumangad, Kottarakara 
Offices. '' and Karnnagapally were continued arid fifteen more 

. - temporary Sub-Registrars’ Offices \y&e opened' dur¬ 
ing the year under report. ./ 

The total number of documents presented for registration rose 
from 4,56,205 in 1117 to f 7,57,063 in 1118. /Inclu-. 
Number of ding the 32 documents .pending registration at the 
Documents commencement of the year, the total number of 
Registered. documents dealt with daring the .year was 7,57,095 
r ' of which 7,56,,972 were registered, 70 were refused 

registration and 12. were returned unregistered at the request, of the 
parties, leaving 41 documents pending at the end of the year. The 
number of registrations which exceeded the number for the previous 
year by 3,00,838 is a record figure. 

The rise in the number of .documents also brought about a* rise in 
the total value of transactions 'which was Rs. 19’03 
Value of crores-against Rs79’9rorores in lli.7, the percen- 

Trmsfiftions. tageof increase- being 92 , 05. The value of regis- 

. ■ . trations affecting immovable property rose from 

Rs. 9‘76 creres in 1117 to Rs. 18 - 75 crores in 1118 and that, relating 
to movable property from Rs. 1490 lakhs in 1117 to Rs. 28’22 lakhs in 
1118. The average value of documents rose from Ks. 217 in 1117 to 
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Bs. 251 in the year under report. The average value of -a document 
relating to immovable property was Bs, 961 and that relating to mova¬ 
ble property was Bs. 284, against Bb. 218 and Bs. 177 respectively in 
the previous year- Of the documents registered during the year that 
of the highest value was for Bs, 3*0,61,000 and of the lowest value was 
.for one chuck-ram, ' 

" ; Of the total-registrations, tlje number affecting immovable pro¬ 
perty was-7,45,863 or 98-53 per cent- against 
Classes-of' 4,46,667 or 9T92 per cent, in the preceding year. 

Documents. . . Mortgages and sales constituted 31-77 per pent, and 

,. 30'13 per cent, respectively of the total registrations 

against 3613 per cent, and 28*12 per cent, respectively in 1117. The 
total area of land alienated by agriculturists in favour of non-agricul¬ 
turists under mortgages a*nd-sales was 65,53.7 .acres and -,47,476 acres 
respectively against 56,142 acres and 37,304 acres respectively in the 
previous year. Although the number of transactions of value below 
Ks. 100 rose from 2,76,921 to 3,81,702, their percentage showed a fall 
from S0'7l to 60'42 as coiSJSSfed with the previous yea*. This is due 
to the increased number of transactions in 1118. , 

\ 'd.The numbeh'of registrations relating to movable property was 

• -9,919 or 1*31 per obit, of the total registrations against 8,405 or 1*84 
per cent, in 1117. Money bonds-formed 7-69 per cent,, sales 9*08 per 
cent, and miscellaneous transactions 8348 per cent, against 6‘88 per 
cent. 8’56 per cent! and 84*56 per cent, respectively in 1117., 

Two iparriages under the Travanoore Kshatriya Marriage Aot 
were registered during the year. . • 

The number of wills registered during the year was 1,190 against 
1,062 in the preceding year. 48 sealed covers.’containing wills were 

• deposited with the District Begistrars. during the year against 45 in 

. 1117. 

*' ' The number of chitties registered during the year Was 355 against 

- ;• 227 in the. previous year. The total--number of 

Chitties .. ohitties registered since the passing-of the Chitties 
Act in 1094 Was 16,637 of which 15,234 chittiei ter¬ 
minated, by the close of 1117 and 142 chitties in 1118. At the close 
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of the year l,261,chitties were being, conducted for a total capital of 
Ka. 20-30 iakhs. .,No prosecution was,instituted by the department for 
. offences under the Ohitties Act during the. year under report. 

Section .20 of she Registration Act was amended by Act XX of 
H18 whereby documents relating to. immovable pro- 
Miscella- perky m'ay be registered in any Sub-Registry offioe. 

news.- x The table of fees under Section 72 of ' the Registra- ■ 

tlon Aci w as revised with effect from the 15th 
Vrisohigom H18. 188 additional temporary hands were appointed to 
cope with the increased work in all the Sub-Registry offices. ' 

The receipts of the department rose from Rs. 7T2. lakhs to R s 
“ ^ : 15-34 lakhs, the highest, on record, and the expendi- 

Secezpts and ture rose from Rs. 3-17 lakhs to Rs? 3-58 lakhs 
•. hxpendiUre. The work of the department has been vorv satis- 
factory. 4 * 

Weights and Measures, 

:! rhe --* e0ai P t8 ' fr0m th9 . f6eS realised under the. Weights, and . 
Measured Act during the year amounted to Ra. 8,9.70 against Rs, 14 149 . 
m 1117. .The expenditure incurred during the year, was Rs. *897 
against Es* 980 in ;th.e previous year. 
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PRODUCTION AND INDUSTRY- 
Season and Rainfall, 

During the year 1118 M. E., the rainfall in the-different stations 
throughout the State was above normal, the averages for the- Kottayam 
Division bfeing markedly in excess. Stations in the Trivandrum Divi¬ 
sion registered only small fluctuations from the normal. The North- 
East and South-West Monsoons prevailed as usual with a slight 
inbr'ease of rainfall during the year under report.' In genefdl' the 
distribution of rainfall during the different ^seasons was favourable to 
cultivation. ; The reports of heavy rainfall received from taluk head¬ 
quarters numbered H against 38 in the previous year. ■ The heaviest 
rainfall recorded in 24 hours during the year Was 9'50.inches at 
Peermade on l7-S-1943. 1 

■ Agriculture. . 

Director, '■ - . Mr. K. S. Namyantt Aiyar, B. A., 

h ■ M.Sc,,JP. Gi S (Till 34-3-1118) - 
■ . Mr( K.Subramonia'Pillai (L. Ag.) 

(In independent charge from 
siS-lllS till the’ end of the 

: .^1. / .. . . ■ 

The Department'-of Agriculture was organised in 1083 m. e. 
1908 a. b.). Since then it has steadily grown in scope *nd till 1116 K. 

it comprised three distinct units vie., the Agricul- 

Generai. . tuual, the Veterinary and the Fisheries: branches, 

• but'during the year 1116 the Fisheries branch was 
separated from the'; Department, and plaeedd under the contoi of the 
Professor Jot Marine Biology and.Eisheriea attached to the Travahcore 
University. The Btate is now divided- into three agricultural divisions, 
otV,.the Southern, the Oential-and the Northern, whicharefurtfi.br ' 
sub-divided into ranges and sections, each-section Constituting the unit 
of administration in respect-of agricultural propaganda. Each'diviSion 
is placed under a Divisional Agricultural Officer who is entrusted with 
the work of planning, ^aiding ;»nd controlling. all agricultural 
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experiments, demonstrations and'propagandain the division. There is 
an Agricultural Marketing Officer for the purpose of improving the 
methods of marketing the agricultural products oi the State in co¬ 
operation with the Government of India. 

The seasons were favourable for the growing of important crops 
like paddy, tapioca,.cocoanut, gugareape etc. The prices of almost all 
products except those of paddy and rice which were 
General Agri- controlled fey : Government soared very high., In 
cultural Condi- general the prices of agricultural products were ■ 
tiotos. 1 ’ much higher than during the previous''yoar and « 

they were unprecedented. 

,Tfae Plant Pathologist continued the purvey of the diseases <?f the 
cocoanut palm. As in the previous year no new,focus, Df infection was 

noticed. The trees undergoing trea-tmenjb in different 

Bes torch—Plant demonstration, centres continued to,be under oljser-,, 
Pathologist. ■ vation. General improvement was noticed in the 
condition of most of the trees. :■ Inoculation , experi¬ 
ments were conducted with different leaf pathogens on the tender 
shoots of trees under field conditions. As in the previous year manurial 
experiments were continued $t the Oachira. Farm. Thirty-two soil 
samples collected , from various experim ental plots in the two gardens 
at Kayamkulam were analysed and the,most significant deficiency viz>, 
that of Potash was noted! ' The two .paddy breeding stations opened 
at Moncompu and Adoor in 1116 were continued. Seventeen types of 
paddy ot»t of the 32 types collected during 1117 were maintained for . 
trial and the details relating to their growth, tillering capacity, dura¬ 
tion of flowering etc., were studied minutely-and the obsemtionswere 
recorded.. ... - 

, The Milk Recording Scheme sanctioned by the Imperial . Council ' 
‘of Agricultural Research was put into operation to- 
IfiVc Beoorddng. wards the. close,of the -year 1117-and it was.func- . 
S$eme*. ’honing during the- yeat under report. Altogether .. 

■ : _ . 281.cows were-registered under.j’this .scheme from... 

am^ag those, in and round the City of.Trivandrum... The staff working 
in c^pnection with' the scheme carriedmut propaganda, work alsove-. ’ 
gardiug proper, breeding and rearing of live-stock., ,'i , 
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The Village Project Scheme partly financed by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research for the economic 
Village Project welfare of agricultural villages, commenced work at 
Scheme. Thazhakudy in the Thovala taluk, in Chingom 1118, 

in an area'of 100 acres. Improvements in cultiva¬ 
tion were made by providing better seeds, better manures and better 
implements." ■ • 

In view to the acuteness of the food problem in the State, the 
f possibilities of increasing the local production to the 
Crops~Paddy maximum extent were investigated during the year 
nnder report. Twenty-five Manure Depots including 
two sub-depots were opened in different parts of the State for the sale 
of manures to the ryots on payment of cash, or on credit terms. Addi¬ 
tional areas of land were brought under cultivation, including 4,000 
acres from the forest areas. Vigorous propaganda was carried on by 
the Department for manuring paddy with groundnut oil cake and 
bonemeal to increase the out put. A large number of manurial demon¬ 
strations was.' also conducted on ryots’ lands to convince them of the 
advantages resulting.from the use of manures. 

Next to paddy, cocoanut is the most extensively cultivated crop iff 
the State. It is the chief cash Crop of the average 
Cocmnut, 1-. ryot. Improvements in the. methods of cultivation 
and manuring of cocoanut palms were tested .in the 
Cocoanut Farm at'Oachira. ’ The disease of the cocoanut palm has 
been the most important problem which has been engaging the atten¬ 
tion of the Department. A manure mixture consisting, of oil cakes, 
prawnskin of bdnemeal. and cashes was found to be very effective and 
this was successfully demonstrated to the ryots in their own' gardens. 

Tapioca-is popularly known as the “poor man’s food’’ in’ TravanCote. 

It occupies the third place among the most exteusi- 

Tapioca. .'vely cultivated crops in the. £ffate. . It thrives well 
' ' in almost all kinds of. soil and yields plenty of 
tuberose .roots. The .tapioca of commerce, which is nothing but the 
starchy substance obtained from the tubers, is used in foreign countries 
for sizing yarn and fabrics and for manufacturing dextrin. It is also 
a possible source of power alcohol. Propaganda, girder the ‘Grow more 
Food’ Campaign was carried out by the Department to increftse the 
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area under this crop and as a result about 30 per cent increase was 
noticed during the year. Every bit of land available with the ryots was 
pUt under this crop with better system of manuring. ■ 

Experimental work on BUgarcane .varieties was continued in the 
Sugarcane Farm at A1 waye and Kuttur. With the 

Sugarcane, object of prolonging the milling season, 4 Mysore 
varieties were introduced. Of these one did not 
arrow in'Kanni and was found to be susceptible to diseases and inferior 
in respect of tonnage and yield of -jaggery.^ The other three varieties 
arrowed in Kaimi and were found to be not suitable for.the Kumbhom 
milling season. ‘21130 lbs. of gur were obtained from 90 tons.of cane 
grown on an area of 5 acres and 90 cents. The Farm Jaggery esta¬ 
blished its reputation for its quality and colour and so it fetched a 
better price in the market. Samples of it were exhibited at the Sri 
Chitra Exhibition and were greatly appreciated by the visitors. 

In the Dry Crops Farm at Aramboiy, experimental work to find 
out the best variety of cotton to suit the local condi- 

Dry Farm* tions was continued. Si*' varieties were under 
i, ig ; observation during the year. The results were not 

however conclusive and soothe trials had to he 
repeated. Trials with cholam, bajra etc., got down from Sholapu r and 
Hagari were also made in the Farm during the year. The cultivation 
of pulses and soya .beans was also tried hut the plants did not thrive 
well. 

Guinea grass was the chief fodder crop cultivated in the Farm at 
Chuliamalai and the total area under the crop dur- 
' Fodder ing the year was 25 acres. In all, about 88 J tons 
Crops- 'of grass were out and supplied during the year under 

report, the receipts therefrom being Es. 531. 

The Government Fruit Farm at Cape Comorin is devoted exclusi¬ 
vely to the introduction and acclimatisation of exotic 
' Fruit fruit trees and the multiplication of choice varieties 

Culture. for sale to the public, Mango grafts, sapodilla 

grafts, grape vinesj ‘ guavalayers, liine and orange 
giants were the chief varieties raised and distributed* 
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The Rural Development Centres opened by the Department con¬ 
tinued to function satisfactorily during the year. 

Rural Dene- Demonstrations on important crops were conducted 

lopment. to convince ’the ryots of the advantages of using 
better manures and better methods of cultivation. 
The cultivation of fodder grasses like Guinea grass 'and Napier grass 
was gradually extended and subsidiary occupations such as bee-keepings 
, and poultry rearing were popularised. Introduction of soya ^beans, 
tomatoes etc., was attempted with a certain degree cf success. In 
general there was an all round progress in the activities connected 
with rural development work during the year. 

A virulent attack of “Nephantis serinopa” on cocoanut trees 
occurred in Central and North Travancore during the year. Timely 
measures were taken to bring the pest under con- 
Control of trol. Pests like rice swarming caterpillar and 
Plant Pests and Mahali disease of aveeanut were also brought under 
Plant Diseases. control by adopting suitable remedial measures.' A 
virulent outbreak of the “Bunchy Top” disease 
among plantains of all varieties in and round Kottayam occurred dur¬ 
ing the year. Very effective measure's were taken to bring this pest 
also uuder control. 

The Live Stock Improvement Scheme progressed satisfactorily 
during the year. The five Scmdi bulls stationed in the City of Trivan¬ 
drum served 242 registered cows during the year. 
Cattle Breed- 224 cows were newly registered. 99 cows served 
ing. by these bulls calved during the year. The Buffaloe 

Breeding Station at Koovapady in North Travancore 
continued to work satisfactorily. The Murrah stud buffaloes- stationed 
there served 83 registered she-buffaloes against 134 in the previous 
year. ■' 

The Agricultural Schools at Koni and Kottarakara continued to 
function satisfactorily during the year under report. The final exa¬ 
mination in the school at Koni waa conducted in 
Agricultural Kumbhom and out of the 23 students who appeared 
Education. for the examination 20 passed. A fre3h batch of 23 

_ students was admitted to the school in Medoru . for 
the next session. The strength of the school at Kottarakara was 24 at 
the beginning of the year but it fell to 22 at the end of the year. • 
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Doiihg-the y6ar under report the-total number of Government 
Veterinary institutions was 16 against 15 in tb& previous year. A new 
dispensary at Chavara under the charge of a stock- 
Veterinary man tvas opened during the year. Thus the total 
Aid- number of dispensaries run hy stockmen rose to 4 as 

against 3 in the previous. ■ year! The temporary 
Clinical Laboratory was made permanent from’the beginning of 1118. 
The total number of cases admitted in all the institutions during tlio 
"year under report was 81,041. The number of castrations performed 
was 1,022 and th^humber of operations conducted was 1,618. •• The 
treatment for rabies becamp popular and in all 118 casSs were treated 
i n 1118 against 80 in the previous year. During the year 88 elephants 
were treated as against 33 in 1117. "'.There were . seven; grant-in-aid 
veterinary institutions during the 1 year. In all 9,179 cases 1 were treat, 

ed in these institutions as against 8,561 in 1117.. In order to train 
persons for appointment a? Compounders and Stockmen in the Depart¬ 
ment a class was opened during the year. 

Efforts were made during the year under report to improv e the 
marketing conditions with regard to specified com- 
Marluting. mcdities and to procure better and .cheaper facilities 
for their trade. An Egg Marketing Expansion 
Board was formed and a Committee consisting of .seven..members was 
organised to improve the export of eggs from the State thereby encour¬ 
aging the poultry industry in general. To facilitate the quick and safe 
despatch of the article to places outside the Statei special .egg containers 
were made and supplied to merchants at Quilon and Kayamkulam. 

■ : The receipts and expenditure of the Department were Bs.T9,'3.Q9 
and Bs. 1'46 lakhs against Bs. 15,104 .and Bs.l'Sg 
Receijits and lakhs respectively in the previous year, 

’gxpen&iture, ,, 
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INDUSTRIES AND GEOLOGY. 

Director. .. E. I, Chacko. l>. J ,, B. L. 

Minerals. 

During the year under report, prospecting operations for graphite 
were conducted at Veli in the Trivandrum taluk. Prospecting for 
mica was continued at Vattiyoorkavu and Neyyoor. 

Prospecting. The material obtained is being trimmed and graded 
for marketing. A market was also secured for waste 
mica during the year/ . ■ . 

Industries. 

Sirdar Dogar Singh, Ceramic Expert, continued to be in charge 
of the Ceramic Factory till 29-7-1118 anOlr. E. I.Chacko, Director 
of Industries was in charge of the factory for 9 
’ Ceramic Fac- days from 29-7-1118 to 8-8-1118 when Mi-. 3L N. 
tonj, Iiundara: Madhava Panickar who was appointed as Ceramic 
. Expert assumed charge. During the year under 
report it was found that the mining of clay by the underground tunnel 
system wajs costly and needless and therefore that system was abandoned 
and extraction of clay by means of the open cast method was resorted to. 

1 The factory concentrated its efforts mainly on the .production of articles 
required by the War Supplies Department of the Government of India. 
Crockery, electrical goods and refractories were the main articles 
manufactured.. . The total value of china clay sold during the year was 
Es. 1’28 lakhs and that of other articles was Es. l’7o lakhs. 

During the year under report, the Factory continued to be under 
the management of Sir Chinubhai Madhowlal Banchhodlal, Baronet 
of Ahamedahad in partnership with Government. 

Bubber. Fac- The progress of the factory during the year was 
tery, , very satisfactory. Eubber-inserted khaki sheets, 

sponge sheets, ground sheets, surgical tubings and 
hose pipes were the chief articles manufactured in the factory. The 
bulk of"the manufactured goods was intended for supply to the War 
Supplies Department. The total value of goods produced in the 
factory during the year .was estimated at Es. 33,63,000, ■■■ ~ 
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The Sugar Factory at ThueJsalay continued ’to work tinder the 
management of the Travancore Sugars and Chemicals Ltd., with 
Messrs. Parry & Co., Ltd., as Secretaries and Trea- 
Sugar Manu- surers. The year under report was the sixth work- 
faoture■ ing year of the company. The factory worked only 

1 ■ ' ■ . j for 64 days against 293 days in the previous year be¬ 

cause the conversion of palmyra • jaggery into-hugar was not found 
profitable dueto the high price of jaggery.. A quantity of 600 tons of 
white sugar was manufactured and it was sold’at the Government con¬ 
trolled price. A quantity of 246 tons of treacle was also produced in the 
factory as a bye-product and transferred to the distillery at Nagercoil 
for conversion into arrack. 

A new company by name the “ Travancore Plywood Industries Ltd.” 
was registered during the year for the manufacture of plywood. Sir 
Chinubhai 1 Madhowlal Banehh'od'lal, Baronet of 
‘ Trdvanoore Ahamedabad is the principal promoter of the com- 
Plywood Indus• pany and Messrs. Sir Chinubhai and Sons its man- 
Pries Ltd. aging agents. By the close of the year under report 

the building and machinery for the factory were 
almost ready for the commencement of operations. 

During the year the Sales Depot was progressing satisfactorily 
and serving as a useful business house and as an agency for the ad¬ 
vertisement and sale particularly of the products of 
Sales Depot, cottage industries of the State. ■ The products of the 
Trivandrum. ■ various cottage industries displayed in the depot 
along with the wooden toys' of the department and 
• the articles of the Ceramic Factory;- were a source of attraction. 

, The Punalur Paper MillB made steady progress during the year 
and the usual quantities of brown, badami match paper and coloured 
paper were manufactured and supplied to the. Tra- 
Paper Manu - vancore and Madras ' Governments, the Bailway 
faeture. Departments, Printing Presses, Match Factories 

etc. Although the Mill had a steady supply of 
power from the Pallivasal Bydro-Blectric Works it was not able to 
take full advantage of the supply owing to the difficulty in obtaining 
Spare parts for replacement tod essential auxiliary machines. ‘ 
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The following'are a few of the important new industries carried 
on during the year under report:— 

New Industries. 

{1) Bobbins for Textile Mills. 

More than 20 bobbin factories were set up during the year and 
they were able to meet a considerable portion of the demand from 
Coimbatore, Bombay and Ahamedabad Mills. 

(2) Pencils. 

At the beginning of the year under report there* was only one 
pencil factory in the State, viz., at Quilon. The abnormal rise in the 
price of pencils, caused by the war situation, gave an opportunity to the 
enterprising industrialists in the State to start 3 more factories, two at 
Quilon and one at Kottayam. 

(3) Hand-made paper manufacture. 

The department started an experimental unit for the manufacture 
of hand-made paper and every endeavour was made to run the unit so 
as to yield the best results. Not only ordinary foolscap paper but 
variouB other'kinds of paper for writing pads, invitation cards etc., were 
made. 

( : 4) Manufacture of mats interwoven with Kora grass. 

The experimental section of the department carried out the manu¬ 
facture ■ of mats and mattings interwoven with locally available kora, 
grass and waste cotton yarn. 

C5) Pith Hats.' 

The manufacture of hat out of pith and other materials available 
locally was another cottage industry that flourished in the State during 
the year. 

(6) Wood and Toy"industries.. 

The Government Wood and :Toy Industries, Trivahdrum which 
has done pioneer work in the manufacture of high class wooden toys 
stimulated to a great extent the formation of toy factories in add 
: round,Trivandrum and Quilon. • 



(?) War Industries. 

Under the email scale industries scheme formulated by the Govern¬ 
ment of India, orders to the extent of about two lakhs of rupees were 
booked during the year for the supply of pick axe helves, hammer 
handles, chisel handles, awls handles, fans hand etc. These,orders 
were distributed .among various cottagpdndustries agencies and articles 
to the value of Bs. 52,035 were supplied during the year. 

(S) The Aluminium Production Company of India Ltd. 

* The Aluminium Seduction Works of the Aluminium Production 
Company ,ot India Ltd.) Alwaye began operations on the 6th March 
1943. The Company was engaged in the production of aluminium 
,|or urgent war purposes., . 

At the beginning of tho year there were 24 students on the rolls 
of this institution.. Twenty-one students appeared for the annual 
examination and all of them came out successful. 
8. M'.' B. V. The students were given instruction in the theory 
Technical Insii- and piactice of weaving according to 'the 1 prescribed 
tute, tNagerooil. ' syllabus of studies, Dehionstrations were made in 
: ' warping,,preparing yaiin and sizing for'the benefit 

of the students. The strength of the school at the close of the year 
was 24. ... 

The ! subjects-tftught in the school^ were book-keeping, banking, 
shorthand, typewriting and commercial practice. In addition to the 
regular Lower and Higher classes, the .special class 
Gooemmcnt in book-keeping covering 2 years’ .portions in one 

School of Com- year was conducted during the year under report 

iiiercc, AlUppeyi. also. The total number of students was 87 during 
■ the first term and 48 during the second term. The 

Students were presented for the Madras Government Technical Exa¬ 
minations and the London Chamber of Commerce Examinations. 

As usual,- 1 the Madras Government Technical Examinations of 
, November 1942 and April 1943 Were, held during the year. The total 
.■ h” >,■•••, number:of candidates that appeared for the'Novem- 
Madras Govern - ber Examination was 119 and that for the April 
ment Technical Examination 113. 

Examinations. 
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■ At the close of the year under report there were 85 aided and 66 
unaided^ technical schools and 18 approved commercial schools, against 

79 aided- and 58 unaided technical echools and 28 
Industrial approved commercial schools at the end of the pre- 
Sahools. . vious year. Weaving was taught in the majority 

. of the-industrial schools, the other subjects taught 
being carpentry, smithery, mat weaving, rattaning, drawing and paint¬ 
ing. The- Textile Assistant under the department conducted the 
inspection of the weaving schools during the year. The total of the 
grants to industrial institutions amounted to Rs, 19,734. 

h The Itinerant Weaving Party attached to the Textile Section of the 
department was camping in selected ■ localities (for imparting instruc¬ 
tion in- the art of weaving to pupils of backward communities. 

The Board of Industries constituted under the Travancore State 
Aid to Industries Act met once during the year and 12 applications 
for loans were disposed of. Of these 4 applications 
Miscellaneous.i for a sam of Bs; ,1,800 were granted. 

. , The receipts of the department amounted to Rs. 
against Rs. 12,854 in 1117 and the expenditure to Rs 
.. . Rs. 83,329 in 1117. 

MemptsaM ' 

Xxpenditur*.' 

Factories and Labour. 

« y Six labour laws were in force at the close of 1117., The operation 
of these measures has succeeded in obtaining many- : amenities for 
. labbur and has brought about closer and healthier 
Labour Laws relatihna between the employer and the employee. 
and Labour Ode more- Aot, namely the Maternity .Benefit. Act 
Welfare. was added to thfe list during 1118. This Aot enables 

■ ’ ; women workete to get’ materhity benefits. This 

Act will come into force as soon* 'as the rules under the. Act which are 
jjow under Consideration of Government are passed. 


10,435 in 1118 
75,627 against 
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Th'efules under the- Payment of Wages 'Act were passed during 
the year. The number of 'factories on the register'during the-year 
increased from ‘204 to 2lS. Thirty-one new factories 
'f27ts Factories were registered and 20 factories were removed from 
Act' 1 ' the operation of the Act. 383 'accidents were 

reported to have occurred in the factories during the 
year as against 3G6 during the previous year. -Five accidents were 
fatal, 39 were Serious and 330 of a minor character. Consequent on 
the advancement of the Indian Standard Time by one hour, Govern¬ 
ment granted a general exemption permitting women workers to-work 
between 8 a. m. and 6 p. m. Exemptions from certain sections of the 
AotWere given to the Tile Works of Messrs -HarrisOna <Sfc Crosfield 
. Ltd., Quilon, the A. D. Cotton Mills, Quilon, and the Rubber Factory 
of Messrs Aspinwall ft Co;y Ltd., Alldppey. The desirability ..of 
declaring certain industrial establishments wherein power is not used 
as ‘factories’ under Section 5 of the Factories Act was being considered 
by Government. ■■ ! ; . 

There were three labour strikes during the year, two being in 
Messrs Harrisons & Crosfield, Ltd., Quilon, and one. in the Travancore 
Minerals Co-,. Ltd., Chavara. The workers in all 1 
Trade Disputes, the three factories of- Messrs Harrisons & Crosfield 
Ltd., went on strike in Karkatakom 1117 demanding 
increment in wages, enhancement of dearness allowaiide, etc.’ The 
dispute was settled by agreement between the management and- the 
labour representatives on the advice of the Labour Commissioner and 
the District Magistrate.. ,The mpst j$awarthy -feature of the settle¬ 
ment was the opening of a grain store by the Firm from which efficient 
arrangements, to distribute rice at. controlled prices tp the.labourera 
Were made, the.Eirm undertaking to icpmpensate the stockist .for the 
Aer-vfee he was rendering to the labourers. This arrangement was 
•■tfoon' copied: by various ether industrial employers in. Quilon and 
- Alleppey with the result , that it afforded a measure of relief-to the 
r labourers which was more valuabl%to,them at the. moment than even 
thb increase: in the dearness allowance. In Karkatakom 1118, the 
Workers in' the Engineering Department of the Company went on 
strike ,a second time. Both partj.es. agreed to have the question in 
dispute settled by arbitration a4d the strike was called off. 
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In Cijrgqm 1118 the workers of the Travancore Minerals Co., 
Ltd., Chavpra, went on strike demanding redress of their grievances 
by the management. As a result of the discussions .carried on by the 
Labour Commissioner with the management and the labour represen¬ 
tatives ceodain arrangements i and adjustments; were resolved ' Upon. 
These arrang&jaents. ware accepted by labour and the strike was 
called off. 

In. the same month a dispute aro'se between ^Messrs Volkart 
Brothers Agency, Alleppey, and the Labour Union over the issue of 
•the dismissal by Ihe Firm .of the whole gang of their loading and 
landing ceolies: Both parties agreed to leave the issue for arbitration 
of the Labour Commissioner. The award given by him was accepted. 

. During the year 1118, seventeen cases of fatal accidents were 
reported and with the 9 cases pending disposal the number Of cases 
1 for disposal was 26. Payment of compensation in 
Workmen’s. respect of .11 cases was sanctioned and a sum of 
Compensation . . Bh. Bs,. 2,970-15-8 was disbursed during the year as 
Act. ' ' compensation. The remaining cases were in various 
stages of enquiry. Fourteen cases of accidents 
resulting in permanent or temporary disablement were reported during 
the year. Four such cases were pending disposal at the. end of 1117. 
Of these 17 were settled by agreement and the -memoranda of agree¬ 
ment in respect of these-cases were registered in 1118 itself. 

There were 31 Uegistered Unions at' the end of 1117, Luring 
1118, eight new Unions were registered. Most of the Trade Unions 
relate to workers in factories such as coir factories, 
Trade Unions mineral . factories, cashew factories, oil mills, 
Act. engine'ifriig works, textile-factories, etc, BeCently 

i ., /■. there has, been, a move among labourers-engaged 
in other factories also to organise themselves into Unions and four 
such Unions'hSve bech-already registered. 

; 1 ' EesfloYtifc:'Development Board. 

"'The'.^donomic ‘Deyeiopment Board was constituted in Order, to cp* 
ordinath theactivitieapf the^seyeral'deyelopmeht departments and to' 

■ \ ^4ecttre'noh*officialadvice on the development of the 
' Constitution and economic resources of the State,'the establishment 
strength of the of new industries and 1 the expansion of old ones; 
Board. During the year, there were on the Board 24 mem¬ 

bers of whom 6 were officials and 3,3 non-officials. 
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' There were two sessiona of the Board in the.year 'consisting of 4 
days’ meetings, The three sub-committees 11 formed inet six’ time3 ! ; 
in the year. ’• 

. Aoting on the resolutions passed by the* sub-committees; the Board. 

made recommendations to Government,;about:— >. 

Business Tran¬ 
sacted at Meetings. 

(i) encouraging cultivation of tapioca, fruits and food grains 1 
(ii> prohibiting the export of essential food-stufis; a 

(iii) proper distribution of food-stuffs ; > . 

(iv) encouraging cottage industries like Oharka spinning and 

hand pounding of rice; 

(v) adopting a suitable scheme of rural reconstruction ; 

(vi) encouraging the working of institutions on co-operative 

principles; and K 

(Vii) increasing the output of fodder grass in the State. 

On account of the rise in the cost of paper and' printing the publi¬ 
cation of the Travancore Economic Journal was sus* 

■ The Travancore pended for the duration of the war. 

Economic Journal. ■ : ' . .... 


' Joint Stock Companies. 

Registrar 1 n ,.u Mr. K. Madhava Kurupi M. A. 

The total number of companies on the rolls at thfl end of 1118 
Was 637, consisting, of, 4^4 working companies, 168 companies in 
liquidation and 5 defunct companies, against 572 in 
Number of the previous year. The number of companies 

Companies. registered during the year rose frofn 31 in 1117 to 

82 in 1118, of which 80 were limited by shareB and 
3 wer4 associations not for profit. ' 
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There were 103 companies limited by r shares on the rolls at the 
end of the year, of which 210 were public and 163 private companies, 
as against 356 companies in the previous year. The 
Companies authorised, subscribed and paid up capitals of these 
limited by ■ 403 companies were Bs. 14‘31 orores, Ks. 4’76 crores 


Shares. and Rs : . i,3'85 crores respectively. The companies 

limited'by shares we're engaged in various spheres 


of business as follows '•— ■ ' 

1117. 

1118. 

Banking, loaU and insurance 

154 

137 

Transit and transport 

17 

17 

Trading and manufacturing 

101 

142 

Mills and presses 

5 

8 

iea and other planting companies ... 

65 

87 

:• Mining and quarrying 

3 

2 

Breweries and distilleries 

1 

1 

Sugar (including jaggery) 
manufacture 

2 

2 

' Hostels, theatres and entertainments . 

■ 3 

8, 

Companies other than chose speci¬ 
fied above ■ ... 

S' 

• 6 k ’ 

Total 

356 

403 

The number of companies that went ii 

ito liquidation 

in the year 


1118 Was 27 and the total 'number of companies in liquidation at the 
end of 1118 Was 165. 

’There were 138 banks at work at the end of the previous year. 

Twenty-three bants ceased to function and two 
Banking Com- banks were registered during the ^year, There 
patties.- Were thus 117 banks at work at the' 1 end of the 

year 1118. ' ' . h - 

The number ofj associations at work at...the, end of lll7 was 61, 
Of these, one went into liquidation in 1118. Three associations became 
defunct and twp of_these were struck off the register 
Associations ’and'one remained’ on -the rolls. . Two associations 

not for Profit. were registered during the. year, 'the, number of- 
associations thus working at the end of the year 
' being 49 inclusive of the one limited by shares. . 
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i There were 77 foreign companies which.had places of business in 
the-State-at the end of 1117. i .Nin.e established-! places of business ip 
the State during the year. There were thus 86 
G&mpcmies of foreign companies working in the State at the end 
Vor&ignlneorpo-_ of 1118. .Of these, 12 were i engaged in backing 
r.atmir,; . and loan, 8 in. insurance, 4 in transit and transput 

. i 31 in trading and •’.manufacturing, 2 in mills and 

presses, 12 in tea and other planting, 11 in rubber, 2. in mining and 
quarrying and the rest in other miscellaneous work. Twenty-five 
companies were those incorporated in England, S in Scotland, 1 in 
Holland, 3 in the United States of America, 5 in-Colombo, 11 in 
British India and 6 in Cochin, 

The offices of 32 . companies were inspected by the Registrar 
against 41 in the previous year and 2 <j’ 3 companies were inspected by f 
the Senior Inspector agaipsV 286 in 1117. Thus, 
Inspection and out of the 464 companies working,.af; the end of 
Prosecution . 1118, a total number of 295 companies, was inspected. 

The prosecutions launched against 7 companies, were . 
pending at the end of 1117 and 12 companies were prosecuted during 
the year. The prosecutions against 10 companies were withdrawn 
before the close of the year. 

Co-operative Department. 

Registrar.' Mr. K. R. Namymia Aiyar B. A., Use. 

. ! ll ' : ' ' - .' " '(HU the Mth Thnftpm 1118.B ' 

Mr.K.MadhaMKurup',M.A.,(.fromthe 
" '' 24til Thulam llTS 'iill the end of 

■■ ■ ' ■■ '■ ■■ the year.) 

^ The , Stit&ris d|yid'ed 'into three &-op?rative divisions,, the 
JJ Routiiern, Gentral and Northern, and each division 

General . is further divided into circles. As in the previous 

year, the department followed the policy of rectifica¬ 
tion’ kficlaensblidatioh ofsooieties and-also of cautioU3 expansion, 

-'There Were three. outStandingTeaturos of co-operative effort during - 
th r S j'ear viz., (1) the drive for intensive a'fid extensive food production 
under the auspices of-Co-operative Societies, (2) the distribution of 
Controlled commodities in the State thtough the Cooperative agency, 
and (3) the development'of nod-credit activities in existing credit 
societies. 
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The 

no mhei* of societies registered during the year,was 

77 against 


: ’ 19 in the previous year. It iB 

significant 1 

that of the 

Number .. new societies registered, 44 ; w 

ere for .purchase and 

* and 

Nature sale. The number otiBooietips whose ,,r< 

sgistration 

:. of Sc 

yoieties. was cancelled wag 8 agaipst 21 

in 1117. There were 


.1,533 societies on the rolls at i 

the end of the year of 

which 60 had not started work-. Thus the number of ao.cietii 

38 actually 

working 

w^S 1 1,473. The wprking societies, in 

: 1U7 and 

1118 are 

classified 

as follows:— ’. 




V 

1117 . ; 

1118. 

1. 

Central Bank 

1 

1 

. 2. 

Central Institute 

l 

1 

3. 

Central.Wholesale Society . . 

; v 1 . 

1 

' *• ‘ 

Central Weaving Society 

r ' 1 

1 

5. 

Taluk Banks and Banking 




Unions 

20 

20 

6. 

Supervising Unions 

23 

23 . 

7. 

Urban Banks 

18 

17 

■8.. 

Agricultural Credit Societies 

992 . 

1,007 

9. 

Do. withproduc- 




‘ tioa and sale . ,i. ■ . 

18 

23 

10. 

Nan-agricultural Credit 




. Societies ./. . . ■ 

198 

200 

. 11. 

Bo. f ; with|production 




• ‘ : and sale ' £ , — 

25 

25 ■: 

12. 

Distributive Societies including 




School Stoies and- Sale 




.Societies 1 —- ■ 

57 

91" 

* : 13. 

Multipurpose Societies 

. 24 

32 

14. 

Other types - 

26 



Total 

1.1,405 

1,473 

Of the 1.4^3 working societies, 1,245 we 

re engaged 

mainly in 

credit business. 
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■ The number of members in all the Societies together rose from 
■'■■■■ l,76j291 in 1117 tff 1,84,061 in 1118. The average 
Membist- ' membership - per society was .128 in 1118 against 
: /ship/'*- ' 131 in the previous year. Classified according to 

■ 1 f • occupation of the Ime'mbers of the societies excluding 

the Central Baiik, 73,56Twere'agriculturists, 72,665 were non-agri- 
aultnrists, 25,665 were both and 9,527 were artisans. There were 
23,267 women m'embers against 22,249 in the previous- year. The 
proportion of women to men members was 1 to 7; 'Women members 
formed 0’8 per cent of the women population of the State. The total 
membership of the movement represented ,3 per cent of the population 
of the State. 

The following statement indicates t&e financial condition of 
the movement during the years 1117 and 1118, in 
Finances. respect of share capital, deposits and working capital 

of societies:— 



Share c 

: ap :t a J 

I Receipts under 
deposits. 

.Distmrsonienfca 
under deposits. 




un 

ms 

) 1117 

| 1118 ... 

| 1117 | 1118' 

I 1117 



Rs.in 

lakhs. 

&£ 

Rs.ih 
| lakhs. 

,Rs.in 

d:^ h8 ' 

,Rs.in 
lakhs.j 

*Rs. in 
lakhs. 

Rs^in 

Bs. ia 

lakhs. 

Central Bank v 

1*29 

1-28 

1*20 

1-6S 


, ; I'll 

9*70 

9*65 

Agricultural Sooieties .| 

14*85 

i 14*86 

L 1 ' 24 

■3-68 


. 3*01 

29*73 

29*18 ' 

Mon-agricultural Socie- 1 


j~ 

6*95 

18*14 


■ • 15*10 

30*08 

31-00 

Total 1 .1 

28*65 



23-* 4 5 


19*52 




f 


The total turn-over of all the societies together was Ea. 23‘8 mil¬ 
lions .against Bs. ID millions in 1117. The average turn-over per so¬ 
ciety was Bs. 16,469 and per'member was Bs. 129 as against Bs. 7,829 
ana Bs. 59 respectively in the previous year. 

* » -• 1 ■ 
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The' following statement gives the details of' the loans issued in 
. 1H7 and 1118:— 



The demand for the year under principal was Es. 42'27 lakhs of 
which a sum pf Es.13‘27 lakhs was collected leaving a balance of Rs. 
29'00 lakhs at the end of the year, the percentage of balance to demand 
being 68 - 6 against 72'4 in the previous year. Of the sum of Es. 13'57 
lakhs due under interest, a sum of Es. 3'68 lakhs was collected leaving 
a balance of Es. 9'89 lakhs at the end of the year, the' percentage of 
balancd'to'demandbeing li'9 against 75-4 in 1117. The Debt Belief 
Act enabled members to repay their loan dues in half-yearly instalments 
extending over a period of two to nine years. 

A striking feature of the year was the phenomenal increase in the 
number of credit societies expanding their activities and undertaking 
'••ft non-credit work. As many as .397 credit societies 

Credit Go-ope- against' 41] in 1117 engaged theiuselves in fiistribu- 
raiiveUnd Non- tion work-and credit societies doing, stores'business 
Credit Effort. made sales to the value of Es. 20,48,297 against Es. 
\ 1,83,342-in the previous year. 

' ' ! : ’ 1, 42 societies conducted chitties.• The collections and disbursements- 
. ' were Es. 38,573 and Es. 26,721 respectively. 

The Trivandrum Central Co-operative njBank -.was the first co- 
operative society to bs registered in the State and it- was de¬ 
signed ■ to serve as the apex bank for the societies 
The Central Co- in the State. But on account oi its unsatisfactory 
operative Bank financial condition it was notable to function as the 

Xrivandrm -: central "financing agency. ijba ^construction of 
. the bank finder a changed cosnstitution which waa 
finder contemplation.did not materialise during the year under report. 
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There was a fall in the membership as well as in the Working capital 
of the bank. The loan issue was also limited. The net loss incurred 
in the year was Es. 15,286 against E?. 48,481 in the previous year. 
Urban,banks form the principal agency providing co-operative 
finanoe for the middle class population inhabiting the urban areas. The 
... t. number of urban banks fell from 18 in 1117 to 17 in 

, Urban Banks. 1118. The working capital and paid up share 
capita! of-the urban banks were Bs. 5*24 lakhs and 
Bs. 2'09 lakhs.respectively against Bs, 6'18 lakhs and Bs. 2*36 lakhs 
respectively for 1117. ■ . 

■ The taluk banks constitute the financial agency interlinking the 
apex bank with the rural, primary societies. Including the three banking. 
- - -■ ' unions the number of taluk banks was 20 as ifi the 

'Taluk'Banks, previous year.. They had ^working capital of 
Bs. 12'79 lakhs against Es. l 3'99 : lakhs in the pre¬ 
vious year and a paid up shate capital of Rs. 4*88 lakhs againstiBs, 4*98 
' lakhs iff 1117. They issued loans to individuals and societies to the 
extent of Bs. l‘I6 lakhs against Bs. 1'94 lakhs in the previous year. 

The primary agricultural credit societies constitute the hulk of co¬ 
operative organisations in the State‘and the soundness of the eq-opera- 
' . t'ive structure depends on the soundness of these pri- 
Agricaltural mary societies. The following figures show their 


Particulars. . .1117,.,. 1118 

Number of societies 1,052 . . 1,085 

Number of members . 1,11,832 , ( . 1,14,618 

Paid-up. share capital Bs. 14*85 lakhs Bs. 14*86 lakhs 

■Working capital ^ Bs. 29'73 lakhs Bs. 29T8 lakhs 

Reserve fund " Rs, 6*95 lakhs Bs. 6*94 ,lakhs ■ 

Thg number of non-agricultural societies working at the end of the 
year was 363. The following figures show their 
Uantagr'icuUural.^DiitioD .. 1 j‘1T 


. o. Particulars. • 

. -Number of societies 
.-if; . Number of members 
i. .Paid-np share.capital 
•Working capita’ll-’ 
Reserve fund .v 


■■■■■■■■■ 1117 ' ' 1118 

328" „ 363 

"61,797 66,790 

.Bs. 12*51 lakhs Bs. 12*69 lakhs' 
’ Es. 30*08 lakhk Bs. 3l’00 lakhs 
Bs. ’3-46 lakhs Bs. 3*49 lakbi 
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Thera were 8 societies exclusively for women and they were en¬ 
gaged in diverse non-credit activities such as dairy 
Women’s Societies, farming,- weaving, etc. 


The number of societies for Backward Comifiunities remained the 
same as in the previous year namely 112. These societies were con¬ 
fined mainly to five communities, viz., the. Arayas, 
Societies for the Valas, the Coast Fishermen, the CheJramars 
'Backward Gum,- and the'Sambavars. These societies had a total 
inanities- membership of 8,7IS, a paid • up share capital of 

, Bs. .69,125, a working capital of Bs. 1,26,924 and a 
reserve fund of Ks. 27,310- 


There were 83 societies with a total membership of 12,802 for 
Government servants against 36 societies with a membership of 13,529 
in 1117. The following figures show - their poai- 
' Other-. Sociefi.es.. tion:— • . 


Particulars. 

Share capital 
Working capital 
Beserve fund 


1117 1118 

Bs. 2’381akhs , . Bs, 2’20 
Bs. 4-82 lakhs ‘ Bs. 4'34 
Bs- 71,130 Bs. 69,16 


lakhs 


Thera were 17 artisan societies with a membership ofl,26§ during the 
year against 19 societies in 1117. These societies had a share capital 
of Bs; 9,687, a working capital of Rsl 17,859 and a, reserve fund of 
Ks. 3,405. 

An uni(jhe feature of the year was that the consumers’ movement 
spread appreciably and received an impetus from the changed conditions 
of agricultural economy. Credit was no longer 
Nonrcredit.acli- the immediate need of the average’ryot. The de¬ 
ifies- , maud'for commodities was greater and fhii work of 

distribution, caught the imagination of co-operators 
generally.' 'More distributive societifes were therefore organised t6 par¬ 
ticipate in State controlledi'. distribution of food materials and other 
essential ’articles. The non-credit societies are classified as follows... 

(1) 91 Distributive societies and school co-operative stores 

and sale societies* 
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■ (id) 2 Dairy £aimiag societies, one at Thirnmala and the 

other’ at Ney y attinkara. ’’ i : ■ 

1 Poultry Society at Marthandam- 
■ (8) 16 Bural reconstouetion. societies 'of which 14 were work¬ 
ing. ■-■ I ' 

;(4) 9 Weaving societies. •’ -l 

(5) 2 Bestaurants and 1 Cooperative Home. 

• (6)< 1. Humanitarian society which was not strictly an eco¬ 
nomic concern hut ode. engalged i a human welfare. 

(7) 3 Building societies and ’ 1 Benefit Bund. 

(8) '32 Multipurpose societies. ■ > : . 

^The: number of arbitration- references . pending disposal at 'the 
beginning of the year was 3,096 and the number of referenced filed 
during the year was 1,761. Of these 1,859 refer- 

Disputes and ences were, disposed of during the . year leaving a 
litigation. . balance (jf 2,9.98 references pending at the end of 

”/ im r.. 

The 26 taluk supervising unions (including the three Banking 
Unions) and thg Travancore Co-operative Institute Ltd., constituted : 

the main agency pn the non-official side foc.super- 

_ Non-official vision .and propaganda. The working of many of 

supervision. the unions did not come up tq. the mark. The Ad- 

visory. Committee on Co-operation submitted certain 
proposals for .re vi talising these .unions and the Institute, ■ Before the 
scheme could be implemented the .year closed,' . . 

Audit is a statutory function of the Begistrar and accordingly the 
entire w.ork f was undertaken by. the; departmental officers. The twelve 
,. auditors.,appointed, in 1117- continued their work 

Inspection and: during.the year under report. Of the 1,473 societies 
audit.- ... - Working during the yea* all except 28 were audited. 

, •'OV records of twenty societies were not made avail- 

»ole for audit and those of eight were,in civil courts, ... 
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The cost to Government during the year in working the Co-opera¬ 
tive Societies Act was Bs- 97,484 ai against Bs. 91,838 in the previous 
. year and the average! cost to Government per sor 
Cost of toankin'g ciety in 1118 was Br- 63'9 against Bs. 62*7- in 1117'. 
the Oo-aperative; The expenditure incurred by the societies them- 
Sooieties Acta selves in their working increased from Bs. 2"03< lakhs 
. . , in 1117 to Bs. 2*41 lakhs in 1118. The percentage 

of cost to the aggregate working capital was 3‘5 against 2’9 and the 
average cost per society was Bs. 164 against Bs. 148 in the previous 
year. Government are gratified to note the increase in non-credit 
activities in relation to the co-operative movement. 

‘ Patent Office. 

Controller of Patents and Ur. C. Kumara Das, B. A., 

Designs and Registrar of Trade M, So., F. I. 0■ (From 1-1-1118 to 
Marks. ji * : .. 18-2-1118.) 

, . • Mr. 0. P. Gopala Panicker, 

... B. A.,<B. L-, (From 19-3-1118 till- 
[. . theenrlof.the ijedi .} 

Seven patents in respect of the following inventions were sealed 
during the'year under report 

: ° 'i: The Titanium Cosmetic Pace Powder. 

' ii'.’to Iv. Improvements in or relating to the .extraction of 
cashewnub shell oil (3 separate processes) • 

v.. J^ethod and apparatus for processing • raw cashewnnt seeds': 
and for extraction of oil from the nuts of the seeds. ■ • 

.vi. • The economic method of preparing sago preparations from 

tapiocas'tarch., 

vii. An improved lamp, to burn vegetable oil or'kerosene oil. 

,Of the above, 3 patents were registered in favour of Travancoreans ■ 
and the rest m favour of British Indian subjects. 1 *■ 

The nunbber of applications for patents received daring the year 
was 35 against 15 during the pi-evlous year. Thirty-ons patents were 
. renewed against 33 in 1117. Eleven patents lapsed owing to non-pay¬ 
ment of renewal fees. 

No design was registered during the year. 
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Under Section 80 of the Ttavancore Trade Marks. Act which 
enables the deposit of trade marks in :the Patent ‘Office by intending 
applicants for, registration, 58ff- application's were received during 
the year for deposit of trade marks. < Including the 25 such applications 
received before the close, of u t the- previous year, there .were 612 
applications for disposal. Of these, certificates of deposit were issued 
in respect of 419 applications, 3 applications were rejected as defective 
and the rest were pending scrutiny at the close of the year- 

The total receipts in the‘ year on account of the ’working of the 
Patents and Designs Act and the Trade Marks Act amounted to 
Be. 3,612 and the expenditure to Rs. 408, the corresponding amounts 
for the previous year being Rs. 2,423 and Rs- 328. 


Uplift of Backward Communities. 

The. year under report witnessed a many-sided expansion in the 
activitiesofithe Department if or the. Uplift of Backward Communities. 

There was, ■ however, no change ,in the general 
General. policy or working of the department. The main 

items of uplift work comprised the ,following, vit., 
assignment of lands on concessional terms, 'establishment of colonies 
and centres for intensive amelioration work, provision of common build¬ 
ings for social and religions congregations,, provision of wells, burial 
grounds and approach roads, exploring 'avenues for employment in 
public service, grant of educational concessions,- ■ maintenance ’ of free 
bostelB, organisation of thrift societies, popularisation of industries and 
other miscellaneous items of ameliorative work. During the year an 
Inspector was'appointed for the organisation of thrift societies among 
the labouring classes belonging to the backward communities. 

Landis assigned on concessional terms to individual families of 
backward communities and also to families living in compaot,blocks of 
• lands. The total extent of land'assigned on conces-. 
Assignment of , sional terms to the ; members of backward communi* 
Lands on Conces- ties was 120*4 acres in 1118, v. ... 

sima\Term. ■ 
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Colonies for, backward communities were in existence in the fol¬ 
lowing places, 042., Sachivottamapuram near Kottayam, Narikulam , 
and Veliyathnad,. .The Sachivottamapuram Colony 
Colonies. . is the largest of the'colonies having an extent of 
about 113 acres of: land., The.....thrift, society organi¬ 
sed in the'colony worked satisfactorily during the year. The construc¬ 
tion of a,-weaving: factory in the cplony wps nearing, completion 
towards the end of the year. The work in connection with the opening 
-of a colony-at Anchamada was in progress and' i2 houses werecon- 
■ ttrhcted during the year.- ' 

.. Provision of common buildings for social and congregational pur¬ 
poses was one of the important items of work attended to by the 
department. The work in connection .with the 
General . construction jof common buildings at Cherinad, 

' Ameliorative ~ Edayaranmula, Elangamangalam, and Manickaman- 
Jf easures. galam was continued during the year. Iii pursuance 

of the policy of providing drinking water in centres 
,inhabited by backward communities, 14 new wells were sunk and 19 
old ones were repaired. Sixteen burial grounds were Also provided in 
different parts of the State. Intensive amelioration work was continued 
at the Pacode Centre. 

The revised scheme for the grant of - fee concessions to pnpils of 
backward '.communities in (Schools and iCoUeges and the classification 
of backward communities made therefor towards the 
Educational end of 1112 m. e. were followed during the year 
Concessions. under report. Seventeen students of backward com¬ 
munities were given grants for the - payment of their 
• University examination fees. 1 Poor and deserving pnpils of backward 
communities in the English, Malayalam, Tamil and Sanskrit School* 
were exempted from, the payment of fees for their examinations. 
Stipends and scholarships also were given to deserving students. The 
free supply of Malayalam and Tamil readers to all the children of back¬ 
ward communities reading in classes III and IV of the Malayalam and 
Tamil Schools of the State was continued during the year. A sum of 
Es. 1,933 was available during the year by way of interest on the 
endowment of Bs. 76,329 made by the Temple Entry Proclamation 
Memorial Committee to afford better facilities for the higher education 
of members of the backward communities, 
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In furtherance of theestablishedpolicy of Government in the matter 
of uplift of backward communities'two free Harijan hostels were newly 
opened during^the year, one at Kottayam ana the 
Hostels, ■ other at Nagereoil. :Granib were also paid during 
Orphanages, .eta. the year ^for the maintenance of 22 institutions 
intended for the children of backward communities 
comprising hostels, orphanages, reading rooms, libraries; •'etc. 


. .. A distinct advance was made towards the. popularisation, of 
cottage industries'in the colonies of backward communities. Three 
candidates from among the backward communities 
;■ Industries. . were selected and-'sent, to Madras at Government 
expense, for being trained in the manufacture of 
-hand-made paper.- ;■ ' r ■ j-.-‘ 


The expenditure incurred' in 1118 for the uplift of backward 
j, j.v communitieS amounted to Ks. 1*44 lakhs. 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 

The Public Works Department. 


‘ Chief Engineer.:-::- Mr. J. W.- Ghaejio,^ Chief 

" ■ Engineer, Workshops and 

1,.. ' : War Industries. 

■ Mr. T. G. Ghaeko, B. Sc., 

<■' ' Chief Engineer, Roads, 

• " ’ ’ Irrigation and Misceh 

laneous. 

f. A sum of Bs. 80 ; 9& lakhs was spent op.public works during 1118, 
Excluding a stock suspense of Bs. 5 *<1,9 lakhs.an'd the cost ofcontribu- 
' ■ - • . tion works 'execimijby the department on which a 

' Outlay. separate expeadit&sif of. Bs. 3*79 lakhs was incurred* 

Of the total expenditure, a. sum of Bs. 28'98 lakhs 
was. spent on ordinary public works charged to revenue including the 
Boad Development ^und against Bs, 26°96 lakhs in 1117. A net sure 
of Bs. 2-00 lakhs was spent on .capital works not charged to revenue. 
This expenditure was mainly under the following items : — 

. . ' : - Bs. in lakhs. 


•" • Town Planning Scheme, Trivimdrum ' O' 4 ® 1 

Military works ' °’ 8 ® 

: 'y <®Svahoore : Hduse, Madras ••• . °' 2 . 1 

University buildings °~ 22 

Dustless surfacing to Main Soutbern Boa,d ■ 

■ ' , ^‘ from Trivandrum to Cape • -0 23 

5;hg development pf communications has always formed an im- 
poHant.ltem .in the: State’s programme of Public Work?-- Bunds are 

, , ' / v /.provided from the. general ; reyfftues for the con- 

'comihuMcaMom ,..struction and .mainienanpe of roads. A '‘Boad De-t 
s' ' / .velopment Fnflff’ ’has-been.- instituted, * solely,for the 

purposb of opening and improving trunk roads. The existing- road 



114 . • PUBLIC WORKS [CHIP. 

system, which is well co-ordinated within the State itself, is connected 
with the road systems of the adjacent British Indian Districts and the 
Cochin State, so as to ensure through traffic. There are main arterial 
toads throughout the length and breadth of the State to which iB 
linked a network of subsidiary and-.feeder roads. The road system 
also connects the internal waterways and ports. It has further been 
constructed in such a manner as to open up and serve important plant- 
ing areas and industrial centres. The phenomenal increase in motor 
traffic during recent yearn has led to the elaboration of a programme 
for widening ^he old highways to suit modern requirements and the 
allotment of increased maintenance grants. ' The major portion of the 
expenditure incurred by the Public Works Department from year to 
year has been under the item of communications. The expenditure 
during the .year under report was Bs. 16-34 lakhs against Bs. 16-29 
.. lakhs in 1117. Of this, a sum of Bs. 4’22 lakhs was spent on the con¬ 
struction of new roads and bridges and for improvements to the exis¬ 
ting ones, and thg-balance of Bs. 12'12 lakhs was spent for the main¬ 
tenance of the existing means Of communication in the State. ■ The • 
length of the roads newly bpenof and of those newly improved was 9 
and 58 miles respectively againS$!3 and 85 miles respectively in 1117. 
The total length of communications maintained during the year was 
5,580 miles consisting of 1,242 miles of metalled roads, 2,451 miles 
of unmetailed roads, 997 miles of village roads including oart tracks, 
62 miles of planters’ roadB, 438 miles of traces and 390 miles of navi- 
gatioh oanals and backwaters. The average cost of maintenance per 
mile was Bs. 615 for metalled roads, Bs. 148 for unmetalled toads, 
Bs. 21 for village roadB, Bs, 118 for planters’ roads, Rs. 22 for traces 
and Bs. 218 for navigation canals and backwaters. 

The.dustless surfacing of the main Southern road from .Trivan¬ 
drum t.o Capa was completed during the year. . 

Till recently, Government alone were responsible for contracting . 
and maintaining roads in the State. Within the past few years, hew- 4 

ever, private enterprise has voluntarily come forward 
Btfois’ Boacli, ' to co-operate with, Government, in opening new lines 
. dt - bf communication. There is a system of “ryots' 
maids” under ;which the roads are opened by the people themselves, 
the department merely advising alignment and' 'constructing the - 
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necessary'bridges and culverts. The roads, ■ if satisfactory, are sufcse- 
- qaently taken . over and maintained' by Government who assume the 
lands covered by the roads. on payment Of nominal compensation and 
record them as poramloke. • • 

The expenditure incurred on buildings was Es: 4'30 lakhs against 
„Bs. 4<28 lakjis in the previous year. Ofthis,' a sum 
Buildings. of Be. 2‘42 lakhs was spent on the construction of 
new buildings and special repairs and improvements 
to the existing ones and the balance was spent on annual repairs-and 
maintenance. * 


The expenditure incurred on protective irrigation works during ■ 
the year under report was Be. 1‘22 lakhs against 
Irrigation — Bs. 1‘28 lakhs in 1117. Of this,‘a sum of Bs. 0'98 
Protective. lakh was spent on the construction of new irrigation 

works and preservation of existing ones and the. 
-balance on the'maintenance of the existing sources of irrigation. 

it ■ . ■ ■ ■ . * 

The Kodayar Irrigation system is the most important irrigation 
■ ’ work in the State. The gross outlay on the. work . 

Productive Irri- up to the -end of the year was Bs. 88-07 lakhs and 
gation — The Ko- the net outlay till the end of the'year was Bs. 81'25 ■ 
dayar Irrigation' lakhs. The gross, revenue from the project was 
tgstem. Bs. 1'90 lakhs and the net revenue -was Es. 092 

lakh against Bb. 1'57-lakhs in 1117. As in the pre¬ 
vious year, a total length of-326'94 miles of irrigation channels was 
maintained within the system and the area of assessed lands which had 
the benefit of water from the Kodayar Beservoir during 1118 was , 
acres against 56,498 acres in 1117- ' i 

' The outlay on establishment during tha year was Es. #33 fakhs. 

against Its. 4' 10 lakhs in 1117, and the cost of esta- 
tt \,^tiaUi»hmnt. blishment was 14'9 per cent, on the gross outlay 
. ' excluding that on'capital works not t charged to re- 

venae against 16*2 ppr cent, in the previous year. 

, ’ T^he P. W. D- Workshops undertake works for Government and 
, ’ t also for private parties. The number of work orders 

,jP.* W. D. . taken up for execution during 1118 -was 2,421 again- 
" Workshops. st 2,547 in 1117, and of’these 1,855 orders were 

completed before the close of the year under report. 
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A'quantity of 1,00,19ftlbs. oHce.was‘manufactured, in the Work¬ 
shops during the year under report. Of this, 61,321. lbs,’were issued, 

' 682. lbs. carried over to the accounts for 1119, and the-s balance was 
wasted due to melting, the wastage being nearly 38’per cent, of the 
total manufacturedqnantity against 43 per cent, in the previous year. 

Asm the previous year* the P. W.D- Advisory Committee held 

...,: . , four! meetings and 1 'selected the’«works to be-included 

P. W‘ D. Ad- in the.budget for 1119. The" members of the sub- 
ivisoryt Committee. committees, travelled, as usual,-to the, different'part's 
of the State to study at first hand the requirements 
of-the.various localities. ■ " 

The standing committee for restoration of tanks and storage re* 
■se'rvoirs also functioned throughout thaiyeaiv' ..■■■A 

Till the close of 1111 m.!e., Thefe.was a separato Maramat Depart- 
. rnent, underaa Maramat Engineer, for, the execution 
Maramat Works, of works connected with Devaswoms, Oottupuras 
ifeeding-housegp,>.'sa'frQm,s! (rest houses) "and other 
charitable institution's. . The .Maramat Department was amalgamated 
with the Public Works Department undei the control of the Chief 
■ Engineer in 1112., A Maramat Committee ^.was subsequently consti¬ 
tuted to scrutinise theestimates of-: the Devaswom works... The expen¬ 
diture incurred.on account of' (government Maramat works -du'ting the 
yeal' amounted to' Ra;'76,255 and'that'.on.'a,ceount,of Devaswom Mara* 
mat works amounted to* Bfe. 58,325..,', ‘ nl ■ 

During the year the Maramat Committee. scrutinised 5.4 estimates 
for Devaswom MaramatwOrks., . . 

Railways. 

" ‘ The total' length of the Brilway line in the State is 98 miles 
excluding the. portion pf the Cochin-Shoranur railway, running through 
the Travancore territory in the Alwaye P 5 . WnDivision. 1 

The Quilon-Shencolta section of the Travancore railway is 
worked under a guarantee in respect ’of . interest on the capital' spent' 
thereon,fhe-British' Government. The capital required for' the 
Quilon-Trivandrum IChakai) line was met by this Government • but 
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the ‘extension .froii^ ■'Ghakai , to the heart; of the City (Trivandrum 
Central) was constructed by the, State apd handed over to the South 
.Indian Railway for working. . - . - 

; The capital outlay to the end of March 1943. was as follows: 1 — 
b'- - Shencotta-Quilon section'• ... Bh. Rs. 139’80 lakhs. 

*’ 1 • Quflon-Trivandrum (old Chakai station),.. „ _ £>0'89 lakhsi 

Chakai-Triyahdrdm .Central , ... „ 1 27'96 lakhs. 

The Capital expenditure for the year ended Mlrch 1943 on the 
Quilamfrivandrnin 'section excluding the dhakai-Tbampanoor extens¬ 
ion was Bh. Bs. 1,19,436 (credit) against Bh. Bs. 6,649 (dehit) ifl the 
previous year. : 

The working of f he Travancore railway during the , year under 
report resulted in a gain of Bh. Ks. 8*11 lakhs including interest on. 
capital against Rs. 3'68 lakhs in 1117. ■ 

The financial Secretary to. (Government continued to-represent 
Government in the South .’Indian Bailway (Local) Advisory Committee 
Boj-rd- - V - _■ • 

o Water Works and Drainage- 

At a capital cost of about Rs. 57 lakhs, Government have provid- 
( ed,the Trivandrum City wish-A protected water supply which is one of 
the most complete and up-to-date water supply pro- 
■ TheWi&wgBm jects in India.- The project is worked by Govern- 
Water Works, ment turohgh the ‘"Water Works and Drainage 
' ' Engineering 1 Department; and the - Trivandrum 
_ A : : Corporation makes an'annual contribirtion towards 

' -jhe-working; expenses'meeting the cost by levyidg a water; tax -dt 
.the rate of 3’ per cent, on the Animal rentsl’-Valtie of all the build¬ 
ings situated'-'within its Iffiiits and from the metered rating from 
hhuse connections and 'other miscellaneous' water receipts. In pcfint 
of chemical and bacteriological purity, sal#* and clarity, the water 
8istribute r d fiomnlfk-Water Works Stands comparison i*ith the water 
i* any 6fhSc town sup^It-in the world and is decidedly superior- to 
fhd water distributed in many'Indian tbwns, the Standard ctf purify 
of .water distributed being similar to-that adopted'by 4hff Metro¬ 
politan Water Bdard, London, for its jsupply. Samples of the 
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. filtrate $pd water from the street fountains are Collected daily and' 
examined in the labotatory. A total -quantity of 357'451 million 
gallons of water was sent down for distribution during the year against 
872-316 million gallons in 1117. The cost of maintenance .and opera¬ 
tion per 1,060 gallons of water in 1118 was cha. 7 and cAsh. 6 against 
eh^. 6 and cash 3 in the previous year. The rate charged for 1,000 
gallons was chs. 21 (annas 11 and pies 9) if the supply was for domestic 
purposes dhd double tbe above amount if tbe supply was for non- 
domestic purposes. The quantity of Water supplied free through street 
taps was “ 202'955 million gallons against 211-214 million gallons 
in 1117. ■■■■ ' ' "" 

The number of street fountains during the year was 620 .against 
622 in the previous year. There were 2,263 meters in service inf 1118 
against 2,215 in 1117. - ' - 

The Uesel-voir at Aruvikarai was. overflowing the dam ort all days 
of the year and the maximum level of water, in the reservoir Was 148'6 
feet ahd the minimum level was 145-29 feet. 

The gross receipts from the Willingdon Water Works for the year . 
1118 amounted to Es. 1,34,276 and the working expenses including 
miscellaneous advance amounted to Es. 93,965. 

Mbfussil Water Works. 

Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi Water Works - at 
Alleppey was brought into service in 1115. ( The Alleppey Municipality 
collects the water tax and pays to Government thet-' 
Alleppey - maintenance charges under special agreement with. 
Water Works. Government that half .the capital cost of the project 

‘ with 4 J per cent, interest will be repaid ta Govern- , 

ment in 35 equal instalments. The Municipality is in addition to the 
maintenance charges, making the annual payment 'under the agree¬ 
ment. Tree supply of water through street fountains to the public 
which was started after the inauguration of the scheme in 1115 was 
continued during the year 1118 also. The supply of good protected 
water in the town contributed much towards the prevention of the 
Spreading of cholera. 

to '' w . ■; 
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The. project was nearly completed by the end. of the 
Nagercoil Water year. , 

Supply Scheme. , ■ s 

The installation of electric pumping plant at Shencotta, which was 
kept in abeyance for want of materials, was taken' 
Shencottah up towards the 1 end of 1118 ind' the work was in 
Water Supply , progress When the year closed. Protected Water 
Scheme. supply to the town Was ; however continued.'through-; 

erit the year a4 ih previous years. 

The.laying of sewers was in progress throughout the year, with 
the pipes available. The total length of sewers of, 
Trivandrum. various sizes laid till the end of the year was nearly 
Drainage Scheme- 59J miles against nearly 58 miles at the end of 1117. 

The man-holes, lamp holes and other' masonry 
works in the portion of the sewers laid during, the year were also con* 
strncted. House connections were given to the sewers already laid 
with syphon traps. - The total number of house connections Complet- 
ed by the end of the year 1118 was 4,675 and further, more septic 
tbnks of the public latrines were corpiected to the sewer system. The 
expenditure incurred on the Trivandrum Drainage Scheme till the end 
of 1118 including investigation was Be. 22*63 lakhs. 

. Electrical Department. : 

Electrical Engineer ' - Bajyascvapravina . ■ 

to Government. K. P. Padmamabha Menon, 

' . , ; D. A\,' B. Sc; (Sons), D. T. C. f 

M. I. E. E„ M. 'l. Meoh. E.~ 
V ... .• M.I.E. ' - a 

The Department continued to. maintain its steady progress 
' throughout‘the year in spite of the restrictions necessarily imposed orb¬ 
its activities as a result of the war in respect of the ■ 
'General. ' supply and transport of materials from abroad a^d 

fro.m the available sources in India. However, with 
tbfe likited stock of materials available in the departmental 'stores and 
with those that we're received during the t year ( 0n ' specific sanctions* , 
accorded by the Electrical Commissioner'' with the Government of, 
India, certain extensions were carried out primarily fpr the supply of 
pbwer for j^ricnltural requirements to increase the food .^prpdqption jn, . 
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the state and for meeting the needs of certain industries, engaged on 
war supply. Owing to the growing .demands for power for agricul¬ 
tural operations, which were necessitated as a result of the serious 
food shortage in the State and.also to meet the further requirements 
of the Aluminium Factory at Always, negotiations were- started with 
the 1 Government, of Madras and ,the Government of India for the pur¬ 
chase of a block of power from.their Papanasam Project. The formal 
sanction of the Government of'Aladras for the supply of 3,000 K. W. 
from Papanasam was received,, during the year. {Sanction was also 
received from His Majesty’s Government for the importation of a 
"7,500 K. W. generating set and a 3rd penstock for the Pallivasal Pro¬ 
ject. The contracts already placed with the manufacturing firms for 
these which had to' be suspended some time ago were therefore revived. 
In the meantime,, the survey of the 66 K. V. Transmission Line to'link 
up .the Papanasam with the Pallivasal System at Kundara was taken up 
during the'latter half of the. year. 

■ 1 The supply of power from the Pallivasal 'Project, continued ito be' 
maintained .satisfactorily"throughout the iyoar. The total generation 
and the. maximum demand showed a substantial increase;.over those of 
the last year. ', . , ■ 

The progress of the working of the Trunk Telephone System Was 
also very satisfactory during the. year. There was an appreciable in¬ 
crease in both the number of trunk calls and in the number of tele¬ 
phone subscribers. ..♦ . ' : 

The local IBroadcasting Station iommenced operation during the 
■year, after it was formally inaugurated in Kumbhom and there: has 
been Weekly transmission from the station since then. 

The first stage of development of the Pallivasal Hydro-r-EIuptrio ' 
Project was completed in Medqm 1115. The project passed through 
" its third year of operation in Ij^edom 1118. The 

.The Pallivasal capital outlay on the scheme .till the end .of. the 

Hydn-Electria year under report including the Civil 'Works now in 

Project. progress for the 2nd stage Extension and the invest¬ 

ment on .the Quil'on Electric' Supply was Ks. 
1,95,12,03T. The net revenue realised during the year' was Bs. 
5,40.858 and the working expenses amounted to ,Ks. 3,43,409. - The. 
tdial generation during the year was 39‘44 million units with a peak 
load of 9,200 K..1V. I 
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To mept th e situation arising out of the shortage of food, in the 
State, several blocks of rice[fields in the Vambanad Reclamation whioh 
wouia normally have remained fallow, were brought under cultivation 
■during the year. These fields were dewatered by special pumps driven 
by^electricity and an extensive network of distribution lines was cons¬ 
tructed for this -purpose on a permanent [basis. The total ,area thus 
'.dewatered was : pver 7200 acres in the Vembanad Reclamation. Besides 
this, the supply was extended to 9 places in North Trava-ncore for lift 
.irrigation and » total area of 900 acres of rice fields was brought .under 
cultivation for raising-Second. crop. 

' An important load connected up during the year was the Alumi¬ 
nium Factory at Alwaye which commenced operation from Makaram 
1118 taking a supply of 4SOO K. W. It is gratifying to note that the 
supply to this factory was maintained very satisfactorily throughout 
the year. 

The supply to the Cochin State was also maintained satisfactorily 
during the year. The maximum demand had however to be restricted 
to 40.0 K. W. in view of the fact that there was no additional power to 
spare from Pallivasal. . 

" The extension of the Hydro-Electric Supply to Trivandrum tp 
take 6n a part of the load of the. City came into operation from the 1st 
’ ■ Chingom 1118. About 250 K. W. of the total'load 

Trivand'ruin of the City was being catered by the Pallivasal 
Electric Supply. Project on all : week days and .the .entire load on 
■Sundays. ■ 

The demand for house service connection continued to be on the 
increase during the year consequent on the. shortage of kerosene oil, 
■ and the Department made every effort to comply with the demand to 
• the-extent of the availability of service connection materials. The 
capital expenditure on this undertaking till the end of the year was 
Rs: 12,16,275. The net revenue for the year amounted to Be. 52,686 
after,setting apart Rs.-91,000 towards the Depreciation Fund. The 
4pta! energy received from Pallivasal .during the year was 1'605 million 
units, and, the total generation from, the; thermal plant was 0’5G4 
million units. The supply to the City was maintained satisfactorily 
throughout the year. . 
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Besides the towns and villages'served direct by the Hydro-Electrio 
System', there are other places in the Shite which are supplied with 
electric power by private agencies who either make 
Other Electrio their own arrangements for the generation of power 
Supply Under- or purchase power-in bulk from the Department. 
takings. Power from the Pallivasal Hydro-Electrio Project 

: was supplied to the K. D. H. P. Company Distribu¬ 
tion area in the High “Ranges and to the Kottayam Electric Supply 
Agency (for the Kottayam Town), while the supply of power to Nager- 
coil and Shenoottah was undertaken by Licensees who worked their 
own thermal plants. These'agencies continued to supply power in 
their respective areas as in the previous, year. 

The All-Travaneore Trunk Telephone Scheme was completed and 
linked up'with the general Trunk Telephone System of British 'India 
in the year 1115, There was a large demand for 
Trunk Tele-. telephone connections but owiog to'the difficulty in 
phone.... . (getting instruments and switchboard equipments, 

■- several applications for services could not’be complied' 
with.. The tftt&t length of .trunk lines at the end of the year was 714 
miles. 

There were &7 Exchanges and Public Call Offices at the end of 
the year against 35 at the end‘of the previous year; Owing to the 
increase in the cost of maintenance of telephone lineB and equipments, 
the rentals ifor .telephone connections were enhanced by 20 per cent 
with’effect from the ,1st Edavam 1118. 

The Capital Outlay on the Telephone till the'ehd of the- year was 
Bs. 12,09,564. The net revenue for the year amounted to Its. 69,178. 

The Radio and Broadcasting Scheme in the State provides, for a 
5 K. W. Medium .Wave Station in Trivandrum. The wave length of 
455'926 metres was allowed to the station by the Government of India.. 

The erection of the Transmitter Equipment was satisfactorily 
' \ completed by the Standard Telephones and Cables 

B adio and ;Ltd.; "and the installation was formally taken over 
Broadcasting. on 12th March’ 1943. One of ;the rooms in the 
' -■ ' Transmitting Station 1 was fitted up as a temporary 

Studio'and the broadcast from the station was formally inaugurated . 
on 12th March 1943 by Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvali-Bayi, 
Eor want of sufficient spares, only a weekly programme of broadcasts is 
being arranged at present. 

The expenditure on this scheme till the end of 1118 was 
Rs. 1,23,003. 
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COMMERCE. 

,. i Trade. 

The total value of the import trade of Travancore’rose from Bs. 9*87 
| crores in 1117 to Bs, 14*34 crores in 1118 and that 
Value of of exports from Bs. 15*38 crores to Bs. 16'54 crores. 

Trade. The balance of trade in favour of the State was 

Bs. 2*20 crores as against Bs. 5'51 crores in 1117. 
Of the import trade, 6*59 per cent, was carried on by land, 15*27 
per cent, by railway, 77*47 per cefct. by backwater 
Carriage of' and 0*67 per cent, by sea. Of the export trade, 
Tradt. ' 7*90 per cent, was carried on by land, 16*09 per cent. 

by railway, 75*56 per cent, by backwater and 0*45 

per cent, by Sea. 

The subjoined statement shows the quantity and value of some of 
■ the most important articles imported during the years 1117 and 
1118:— . 
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The import of almost all the chief items under merchandise such 
as rice, cashewriuts, tobacco, kerosene oil, metals and ores etc., record ¬ 
ed a fall dnring-the year due to war conditions. 

There was an increase in the exports of betel nuts, ginger, pepper, 
oocoanut oil, copra and fish. The other important 
Exports. articles of export like cashew kernels, mineral sands> 

coir and' coir manufactures and- lemon grass oil, 
registered a heavy fall. The following. statement shows the quantity 
and value of the important articles of export for the years 1117 .and 
1118;— 


Articles. 

J QuAuhty- 

v.,.„ 

1 1117 

i_ m8 . 

1117 

, .1118 


Unit, 



Bh. Its. 

Bh. E«. 

Betel nuts 

.Candy* 

10.101 

Hi 839 

23,11,052 

44,69,496 

Pepper- o.‘; 

do. 

48,251) 

54,727 

52,34,908 

1,12,64,211 

Cirrlamoms 

Owls. 

14,27(1 

13,037 

30,29,189 

22,30,329 

Ginger # 

do. 

115 344 

124,253 

36,00,938 

66,58,937 

C»shew kjruols 

do. 

232,260 

60,791 

91,87,583 

26,84,252 

Copra 

do. 

322,323 

340,725 

45,11,945 

75,91,780 

Cofloauut oil. . .. 

do. 

475,606 

642,508 

94,29,889 

r,93,65,562 

Te* • 

Lbs. 

42,398,385 

42,302,952 

3,22,69,147 

3,74,27,181 

Bubbdri'mw; 

do. 

30,462,320 

28,139,888 

1,65,48,682 

1,68,09,257 

Bemon grass oil 

do. 

1,050,280 

464,182 

19,24,795 

5,25,060- 

Ihoenite 

■Tone. 

30,043 

6,354 

6,74,430 

4.38,592 

Moiiaaite ' 

do. 

' 2,419 

2,727 

' 2,98,73] 

3,20,814 


Owls. 

223,901 

247,813 

14,58,186 

23,08,104 


1,07,65,020 
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MEDICAL RELIEF, PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL STATISTICS/ 
Medical Department. 

Surgeon-General . Dr. K. P. Hamm Pillai, M. B. B. S., 

F.B.G.S. 

(Till 19 th Makaram 1118). 
Mr. S. John, h. M. d S., L. B. C. 8. E„ 
B.R. F. P- d S„ M. B. C. P„ D. T.M.d II. 

, (From 10th Makaram 1118 till the end of 

,. i the year). 

The poffcy of Government has been to see that proper medical aid 
is placed within easy reach of all classes of people in the State and till 
the year 1116-free medical aid and free supply of 
System of medicines /were made available to the .public—rich 
Medical Aid. and poor alike—in all the medical institutions main¬ 
tained by Government, But in. view of the growing 
attendance of patients in hospitals, Government felt that some discri¬ 
mination should be shown in the matter of giving free medical aid and 
decided, upon introducing a payment system' in the hospitals. A 
schedule of rates for payment was introduced, as an experimental 
measure, in seven of the important hospitals in the State in 1116 and 
since the scheme worked satisfactorily, it was extended to all the 
hospitals in the State during 1117. The scheme was continued 
throughout the year 1118 also. 

An enoonraging feature in the working of the Medical Department 
is the rapidly growing co-operation of the public in providing greater 
facilities in hospitals. Several donations were received from the 
public in recent years for the construction of operation theatres, mater-, 
nity wards, pay wards etc,, and 17 dispensaries in different parts of the 
State are held in buildings provided by the public. 

A schefne for the decentralisation of the Medical Beparlmeht With 
a view to its better administration was given effect to as a temporary- 
measure from the 1st Vrischigafn 1118. According 
Administra- to this schema, all the medical institutions at the 
lice changes headquarters and all special institutions such as the 

Victoria Hospital, Quilon, the Leper Colony, Noor- 
nad, the Tuberculosis Hospital, Nagercoil, etc., in the various parts of 
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the State and all the grant-in-aid institutions in the State were placed 
under the direct control of the Surgeon-General. The remaining 
medical institutions in the State were divided into lory groups, corres¬ 
ponding to the following four Districts ;— 

, Nagercoil District, 

Quilon District, 

Alleppey District, and 
Kottayam District. 

Each District was placed under the charge of a District Medical Officer 
of the rani of not below that of a Deputy Surgeon. 

The future policy of the Government will he. to, concentrate on the 
development of a few Central Hospitals at important moinssil centres 
such as Quilon, Alleppey and Kottayam, besides the General Hospital 
at Trivandrum. The remaining hospitals and dispensaries will serve 
as feeder institutions to these Central Hospitals, 

A scheme by which the services of retired medical officers could be 
Utilised both by the public and the medical officers in the institutions 
in Trivandrum was introduced during the year under report. In 
pursuance of this scheme, Vaidyasastrakusala Mrs. M. Poonen Lukose 
B. a., M. B. B. S., l. M,, Betired Surgeon General, was appointed as 
Consulting Obstetrician to the Women and Children’s Hospital, 
Trivandrum, and M, B. By. Vaidyasastranipuna L. A.' Bavi "Vanna 
AvI., M, b. c. m., &. a. it. s.. Retired Senior Surgeon, was appointed as ■ 
Consultant to the Ophthalmic Hospital, Trivandrum. 

The number of Government medical institutions id the State rose 
from 99 in 1117 to 111 in 1118—32 hospitals, 75 dispensaries and 4 
leproBy survey and treatment groups. Of the dis- ‘ 
Medical Insti- pensaries, seven were for the treatment of malaria 
tutions. and one was an itinerant dispensary for the treat¬ 

ment of yawB, The number Df medical institutions 
receiving grant-in-aid remained the same as in 1117 viz,, 23. , 

The professional staff of the department during the year consisted 
of the Surgeon General, 5 Surgeons, 17 Deputy Surgeons,. 45 Assistant. 

Surgeons, 89 Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 16 Honorary 
Medical-. Offi - House Surgeons, 4 temporary Assistant Surgeons 
cers. and 39 temporary Sub-Assistant Surgeons. The 

, . soheme introduced in 1115.of'..entertaining medical 

volunteers in; the various hospitals with a view te givipg them experi¬ 
ence and training was continued in 1118 also and three volunteers were 
newly entertained during the year. 
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The extent of medical relief afforded during 1117 and 1118 is 
shown in the following statement:— 

Medical Belief. 


Partic^-s. 

1117. 

1118 

Number of in-patients treated # 

96,087 

96,750 

Number of out-patients treated 

23,12,095 ’ 

20,96,994 

Daily average of in and out-patients . 

19,860 3 

18,634-25 

Number of beds‘available 

4,074 

4,325 ' ’ ' 

Percentage of mortality 

3-97 

4-53 

Number of surgical operations 

1,05,501 1 

1,13,605 

Post-mortem examinations-MedioO-legal 

589 j 

677 

* . Do. Pathological. . 

C1 ' i 

29 


The General Hospital, Trivandrum, ranked foremost in the matter 
of out-patient attendance, the number being 71,1316. The Fort 
Hospital, Trivandrum, the Victoria Hospital, Quilon and the ’Women 
and' Children’s Hospital, Trivandrum, followed next in order with an 
attendance of 66,003, 61,434 and 57,280 respectively. In. regard to 
in-patient attendance also, the General Hospital, Trivandrum, took the 
lead with 18,150 patients, followed by the Women and Children’s 
Hospital, Trivandrum (12,625 >, the Victoria Hospital, Quilon (6,688), 
and the District Hospital, Kottayam (5,630). 

The treatment, and care of expectant mothers and of infants recei¬ 
ved careful attention at the hands of the department. One hundred 
and six midwives' were at work during the year under 
Maternity and report, and they attended 11,222 cases of labour 
ChiMWelfarc. making an average of 105‘87 cases per midwife 
against 132 - 01 in the previous year. 

There were 43 European nursing sisters, 8 Indian nursing sisters, 
1 nurse, 98 trained nurses and 40 sick nurses.- A class for giving train¬ 
ing to girls in nursing was started in the General 
. Nurs : ng Staff. Hospital, Trivandrum, with ’ effect from the 20th 
Dhann 1118 with 31 candidates, of whom 18 were 
stipendiaries and the rest non-stipendiaries. The course extends over 
three years, 
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Anti-rabic treatment was introduced as an, experimental measure 
for one year. in.the Government Hospital, Kozhen- 
Anti-ralio cherry. 

Treatment. 

The General Hospital, Trivandrum is the biggest hospital in the 
State where the latest, and the most up-to-date 
General Hospi- systems of treatment and appliances-are available. 
tal, Trivandrum. 

The number of surgical operations performed rose from 12,224 in 
11-17 to 13,044 in 1118. The percentage of mortality among operated 
oases was 0.59 in 1118 against 0.44 in 1117. . 

In the X-ray and Electro-Therapeutic Section of-the hospital, 
2,380 patients were examined and treated against 2,460 in 1117, 

The Dental Section treated 10,435 patients against 10,368‘in. 1117; 
and the Ear, Nose and Throat Section treated 2,824 patients against 
3,528 in the previous year. 283 patients against 259 in 1117 
were treated in the Badium Ward. The number of cases examined in 
the Clinical Laboratory was 35,794 against 47,954 in the previous year. 

The number of in-patients treated during the year was 12,625 
i. e„ 372 more than in 1117; but the, number of out-patients, fell from 
63,887 to 57,280. Obstetric and gynaecological 
Women ■ and cases numbered 3,578 and 13,010 respectively. .The 
Children's Eos - number of surgical operations performed in the 

pita}, Trivan-. hospital was 10,480 against 9,972 in 1117, the 

drum. ' percentage of mortality among operated cases being 

Oil against 018 in 1117. 

There was a fall in .the number of both in-patients and out-patients 
treated in.th.e hospital from 2,047 and. 34,698 in 1117 to 1,851 and 
3-2,700 respectively in .1118. But the number of 
Ophthalmic surgical operations performed rose from 1.445 in 
Hospital, 1117 to 1,551 in 1118. 

Trivandrum. 

The number of patients treated in the hospital daring the year 
was 225, of. whom 14 were cured, 6 improved, 3 were discharged with- 
out.improvement and 26 died. Thus there were 
Hospital for 176 patients under treatment in the hospital at the 
Mental Diseases, close of the year under report. 

Trivandrum. ' 
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The Leper Colony is not only an asylum for lepers but also a 
hospital where the patients are treated Imedically. In order to make 
the atmosphere of the colony wholesome and con- 
Leper Colony, genial to the inmates, facilities are provided far 
Noornad, their recreation, education and religious worship. 

899 patients were treated in the hospital daring 
the year under report. In the case of 24 patients, the disease was 
arrested; 41 patients improved while 415 patients did not improve and 
69 died. The number of patients in the hospital at the end of the 
year was 350 against 418 at the end of the.previous year. 

The Tuberculosis Hospital, Nagercoil, began functioning from the 
23rd Thulam 1118. The Tuberculosis Section of the General Hospital, 
Trivandrum, was discontinued and the patients 
fTuberculosis were removed to the Tuberculosis Hospital, Nager- 

Hospital,Nager- coil, on the same date. The Tuberculosis Hospital 
coil. is equipped w'th the latest appliances and X-ray- 

apparatus, 235 in-patients were treated in ’the 
hospital during 1118. The number .pf out-patients treated was 4,718. 

The receipts of the department during the year amounted to Es. 

38,775 and the expenditure was Bs. 11‘89 lakhs. 

Receipts and 
Expenditure. ■ 


Ayurveda Department. 

Honorary Director. Mr. C. N. ■Narayanan Moose . 

{Till the 22nd Edavarn 1118.) 
YPjbdyasastranipunn L. A. Ravi 

Varma, M. B. & C. M- (Madras) 
D.O.M. S. {London.) 

(Prom 22nd Edavam "lill the end 
fifths year.) 
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An Ayurveda Patasala (school) wfts first established in 1065 m. e. 
(1889 A. ».) and a system of grant-in-aid to qualified vaidyans was also 
sanctioned. In 1093 M. B; (1917-1918 A. D.) the 
General. present Ayurveda Department was constituted; the 

curricula of studies in Ayurveda Schools were revi¬ 
sed on a scientific basis to suit modern requirements and an Ayurveda 
Hospital and Dispensary was established" at Trivandrum. The Ayur¬ 
veda Patasala was subsequently raised to the status of a college. 

Besides the Government Ayurveda Hospital and Dispensary at 
Trivandrum, there were four grant In-aid Ayurveda, hospitals. The 
public of Neyyattinkara at their cost constructed a 
Ayurveda Eos- building at Neyyattinkara and handed over the 
pitals and building and the premises to the department for con- 

Dispensaries. ducting a Go-^rnment Ayurveda Hospital in com¬ 
memoration of the Shasfciabdapurthi of Sachivottama 
Sir C.,P. Ramaswami Aiyar. The hospital was opened on .6th 
M^thunam 1118 and work commenced from that date. The temporary - 
Government dispensary at Ooruttampalam for the treatment of malaria 
was continued during the year under report. 

The number of sanctioned grant-in-aid vaidyasalas during the 
year remained the same as in 1117, mar., 169. There are four grades 
"of vaidyasalas; 4 in the I grade on a grant of Rs. 30 per ..mensem, 

10 in the II grade on Rs. 25 pdr mensem, 35 in the III grade on 
■ Rs 20 per mensem and 119 in the IV grade'on Rs. 15 per mensem. 
Only 163 grant-in-aid vaidyasalas were working^during the year. Of 
these 21 were visha vaidyasalas (for the treatment of poison), 2^or 
balachiMlsa, one for marmacMkilsa, 2 for eye treatrdent and the rest 
for the treatment of general diseases. 

As in 1117, temporary vaidyasalas were opened at seven places in 
connection with festivals. There were 180 recognised vaidyasalas 
functioning at,the end of the year against 178 at the end of the pre¬ 
vious year. The system of awarding State recognition to the Ayurvedic 
vaidyasalas was discontinued during the year under report consequent 
on the passing of the Travancore Medical Practitioners’ Act and no 
pew va-idyasala was awarded State recognition from Mithunam 1118, 
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The total number of patients treated in tbe various Ayur¬ 
vedic institutions in the State was distributed as 
Belief. follows 


Institutions. 


Go?eminent Ayurveda Hospital 


532 

.98,201 

98,733 


537 

76,581 

77,118 


S&chivottama Shastiabdapurthi") In-patients 
Memorial Ayurveda Hoe- )• 
pital at Neyyattinkara J Out-patienti 

Total 


20 

5,393' 

6,419 


Temporary Government Dispensary at 
Ooruttampalam 
Grant-in-aid hospitals 
Do.- vaidyasalas 
Do. temporary vaidyasalas 


58,536 

534,367 

19,858 


As in previous years various forma of Panchakar/na treatment 
were given in tbe vaidyasalas. 

The total number of patients treated in the hospital fell from 
98,733 in 1117 to 77,118 in 1118 of which 537 were in-patients. The 
average daily attendance of patients including re- 
Government petitions was 636'5 against 885 ita 1117. The average 
Ayurveda Hos- duration of treatment undergone by each patient 
pital and was 23'5 days against 26 days in 1117 and the 

Dispensary, average daily cost of dieting per head was ehs. 7 

Trivandrum. . cash 4 against chs. 4 cash 3 in 1117. 

The number of patients treated in the Marmachikilta ward for 
fractures, dislocation of hones, etc., was 4,242 against 5,733 :in the 
previous year and the number of patients subjected to Panchakarma 
formB of treatment was 396 against 398 in the previous year. 

The Pharmacy continued to prepare and supply the medicines 
required for the Government Ayurveda Hospital and Dispensary at 
Trivandrum and the temporary Dispensary at 
The Govern- Ooruttampalam, and also for sale to the public. . 

ment.Ayurveda The Pharmacy gives training to students of the 

Pharmacy. Ayurveda College in the preparation of medicines. 
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The Ayurveda College conducted courses for the Vaidyusasfrri- and 
Vaidyakalanidhi examinations! the' former' representing the high 
school course extending to 13 years and. the latter representing the 
college course extending to 2 years. The syllabus of studies for Ayur¬ 
vedic examinations was revised during the year under report on the 
basis of the recommendations made by the Medical Committee appoint¬ 
ed by G-overnment. The revised syllabus which includes a preliminary 
eourse for the students of Ayurveda followed by four years’ professional 
course in the college was brought’into-effect in Edavam 1118. Twenty- 
seven students were undergoing the preliminary course viz,, the Ayur¬ 
vedic Entrance course during the year. 

■ Tho Visha Vaidyavisarada class opened in 1114 was continued 
till the end of the academic year 1117-1118. There was no class during 
the academic year 1118-1119 for want of candidates with the requisite 
qualification for admission to the class- The Ayurveda Acharya exa¬ 
mination conducted by the College is the highest test in proficiency for 
•which the diploma is awarded on the merits of a thesis on an approved 
subject on Ayurveda. The strength of the College fell from 161 in 1117 
to 143 in 1118 of which 10 were females. Forty-one scholarships 
amounting to Es. 1,340 were awarded to the students of the various 
classes during the year. Facilities were afforded as usual to the 
students of the College classes for practical training in the Government 
Ayurveda Hospital and. Pharmacy, Two officers from the Medical 
Department gave lectures in modem Anatomy' and Physiology, and 
students were given tiaining in the dissection of dead bodies, in Labo¬ 
ratory methods, Hygiene and Physiology. 

A botanical garden is attached to the College where various kinds 
of rare medicinal herbs are grown for the purpose of giving training 
to the students in the identification of'herbs. 

There were seven aided and four recognised Ayurveda High 
. Schools with a total strength- of 363 against six 
Ayurveda , aided and five recognised'Ayurveda High Schools 
High Schools. with a strength of 370 in the previous year. 

The expenditure incurred during the year was Es, 93,966 against 
Expenditure. . Es. 86,040 in the previous year. 



Birth-rates par mifle of 
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Public Health Department. 

Director of Public Health. . Rajycisevanirafa Dr, M. K. Gopala 

Filial, M. R.O.S-, L.S. C. P-, 
D. P. H„ ILoni.) Dr. P. H., 
■' F. R. 8. \Tr<yp.), M. a,id H. F. R. 

■ I. P.H. 

Till 15th Mithunam 1118 the State was divided into two public 
health districts, viz., northern and southern, with Kottayam and 
Neyyattinkara aB the respective headquarters, each 

General district being in the charge of a District Health 
. Officer. An additional public health district viz., 
tor Central Travancore, with Quilon as its headquarters was brought 
^to being from 15th Mithunam 1118 as a temporary measure with a 
view to facilitate more intensive attention being bestowed on anti¬ 
cholera work and other public health activities. The work of the de¬ 
partment consists in the registration of vital statistics, control of com- 
munioable diseases, vaccination, plague and malaria control measures, 
medical entomology, management of the Health Unit at Neyyattinkara, 
maternity and child welfare, medical inspection of school children, 
public health education and rural sanitation. 

There was a rise in the number of births from 1,17,862 in 1117 
to 1,22.174 in 1118 ; of these 62,725 were males and 59,449 females, 
. the ratio of male births to 100 female births being 

Vital.Stati- 105*51 against 106*49 in the previous year. The 
sties. birth rate, calculated on the census population was 

20*13 per mille against 19*42 per mills in*the previ¬ 
ous year. There were 1,044 still births against 1,189 in the previous 
year, the proportion of still births to 1,000 live births beiDg 8'55 against 
10*09 in 1117. 

The number of deaths rose from 67,131 in 1117 to 80,637 in 1118; 
of these 41,153 were males and 39,484 females, the ratio of male 
deaths to 100 female deaths being 104*23 against 108*55 in 1117. The 
death rate for 1118 was 13:28 per mille on the census population and 
12*81 on the estimated population for the year. 

The number of infant deaths increased from 8,586 in 1117 to 
8,658 in 1118, the infant mortality rate being 70*86 per 1.000 live 
births against 72*85 in the previous year. 
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' The increase in population (excess of births over deaths) worked 
ont from the vital statistics recorded in 1118 was 41,537 against 
§0,731 in 1117. ' _ 

There was an outbreak of cholera during the year which spread 
throughout the State in a short time. A severe outbreak of small-pox 
occurred' in the Municipal town of Nagercoil and 
Diseases. there were. some sporadic cases in the rural areas. 

Plague broke out in the Devicolam and Muvattu- 
puzha talukB but the disease did not develop 'into an epidemic. The 
scarcity of rice, the staple food of the people, wtys one of the causes 
that contributed to affect the public' health of the State . adversely. 

The following statement compares the number of deaths in 1117 
and 1118 due to principal diseases:— 




There were 6,837 attacks and 4,756 deaths due to cholera in the 
State during the year as against 9,955 and 6,056 deaths during the 
previous epidemics in the years 1104 "and 1111 res- 
Cholera. ■ pectively. Cholera infection made its sudden incur¬ 
sions into the State during Dhanu and. Mabaram 
1118 from the adjoining British territory and the Cochin State where 
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it was raging for some time. The epidemic reached its climax in the 
month of Karkatakam and showed signs of abatement by the end of the 
year. All the taluks in the State excepting Thodupuzha and all the 
Municipal towns suffered from the infection in varying degrees. 
Prompt and vigorous preventive measures were adopted by the depart¬ 
ment to bring the epidemic under control. The departmental staff 
perfornied altogether ;926,63l inoculations for cholera during 1118. 
The number of inoculations conducted in the various municipal towns 
during the year is estimated to have been neatly 2,50,000. 

There were 349 attacks and 100 deaths from small-pox in the year 
1118 as against 119 attacks and 47 deaths in the previous year. The 
majority of deaths occurred in the municipal town 
Small-pox and of Nagercoil but owing 6o the prompt adoption of 
Vaccination. preventive measures, the disease did not spread 
much in the rural areas. Vaccination was continued 
to be enforced as a compulsory measure during the year. The inter*, 
sive vaccination campaign inaugurated in 1109 was continued during 
the year under report also. The total number of vaccinations per¬ 
formed during the year was 844,127 against 12,32,381 iD the previous 
year. Of the total vaccinations 1,57,153 were primary and 6,86,974 
're-vaccinations. The success rates in respect of primary and re-vacci- 
nations in the rural areas were 94'77 per cent, and 61'44 per cent, res¬ 
pectively. 

During the year under report there were 2 deaths due to plague. 
The epidemic made its appearance in Munnar ‘town but as a result of 
"the intensive measures adopted the outbreak was 
Plague. effectively nipped in the hud. Preventive measures 
were continued at Alleppey and Quilon as in the 

previous year. 

There were 1,681 cases of attack and 213 deaths from typhoid 
during the year against 2,672 attacks and 343 deaths in 1117. The 
disease was mainly confined to the taluks of the 
Typhoid. Central Travancore. The department conducted 
,.., • 6,596 inoculations. Other preventive measures such 

as disinfection and chlorination of water supplies were also adopted. 

Mosquito control measures were continued in the municipal towns 
of Alleppey, Quilon, Neyyattinkara and in the City 
Mosquito of.Trivandrum, Control measures were started in 

Control. the Kottayam municipal town in Thulam 1118. 
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There were 16,601 deaths from fevers as against. 19,621 deaths in 
the preceding year. The ratio of deaths per mille of population was 
2-57 in 1117 and 2'73 in 1118. Due to attacks of 

Fevers and dysentery and diarrhoea there were 9,321 deaths in 
Other Diseases, the year against 7,565 deaths in the -previous year. 

4,412 deaths occurred due to respiratory diseases 
with a rate of 0 - 73 per mille of population as against 4,303 deaths with 
a rate of 0‘71 per mille in 1117. The number of deathB on account of 
injuries was 983 against 1,073 jn 1117. 

These operations were in progress during 1118 jwithin an area of 
38 sq. miles in the Shertala taluk. During the year 393*49 acres of 
water surface were cleared of Pistia as against 
Filariasis In- -.397*62 acres’in the previous year. The Pistia 
vestigations and. clearance included 17,285 ponds, 7,670 drains and 
Control. 1,844 fields. The scheduled area of 38 sq. miles 

was cleared of Pistia five times during the year and 
in the town area the sixth round Was completed. In the Research 
Section, adult mosquitoes were collected from three localities and were 
sent to the Public Health Laboratory after identification, dissection 
and detailed examination. Two hundred selected breeding places were 
serially numbered and examined every month to find out the seasonal 
and relative intensity of breeding of different kinds of mosquitoes with 
particular reference to mansonioides. 

The Health Unit, Neyyattinkara, is an all-comprehensive rural 
health organisation covering an area of 40 sq. miles and.it serves also 
as a demonstration and training centre for health 

Health Unit, workers. The activities of the health unit consisted 
Neyyattinkara. of 'registration of vital statistics, control of com¬ 
municable diseases, maternity and childy welfare 
work, school medical inspection, rural sanitation and public health 
education. As in the previous year the public health of the Unit was 
fairly satisfactory. Satisfactory progress was also maintained in the 
various activities of the Unit in spite of the fact that there were fre¬ 
quent changes in the staff in connection with anti-cholera measures 
outside the Unit. The general death' rate was 10*0 Bgainst 1P37 in 
the previous year. 

The main activity of the Unit for thb second half of the year was 
confined to the control of cholera and 7,092 anti-cholera inoculations 
were perfolmed during the year, mostly 1 among the people inhabiting 
the coastal areas as a -protective measure. 
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Mattatiity'and'dhild vtelfere- rtfork: of the Unit was continued on 
the same lirfes"aa>ihthe previoustfyear. Oftithe: total births 41'1 per 
coat. were^afefcehdedito by the Health Unit midwives as against ,,42*7 in 
tbe;pfcevioiis<(year,i. The number .of pregnant women registered during 
thesyeamstes :&L0S^ There ;jweref 11 maternal deaths for. the entire 
HeadfcfcifUnit area* giving a maternal death, rate of 3 - 9. The number of 
infafipfljeathsiwas 185 1 against T88''in 1117. The number of school 
childre&.'ejdajnined in the area was 1,889 as against 3,560 in the previ- . 
ous year. 1 Tbs’per capita expenditure of-the Health Unit during, the . 
year wftanhs, d cash 11 against chs. 6 cash 5 in-the year 1117. 

i The activities pertaining to .rpaternity and child welfare work in 
the. rural areas were considerably, extended during the year. In ad¬ 
dition to the 10 rural midwifery centres that were 
M&termty working ten more were opened during the year. 
and •dhild JTel-,'. The midwives paid home visits, registered; ante-natal 
fane Work. ' cases, conducted urine examinations,-, rendered mid¬ 
wifery aid and clinic service and gave hygienic ad¬ 
vice. The departmental midwives made as many as 99,420 home visits 
dhifhghhe y'ear. The total number of pregnant women registered by 
them was x, 4,001 and .the, number of ■ delivery cases conducted was 


School medical inspection work consists of thorough examination 
.. . of the pupils, bringing to the notice of the parents 

. School.ifedi- the.defects found in the children, treatment in the 
. cal in spec- nearest hospital of the defects observed, inspection 

of'Sanitary conditions in schools and educating ehii- 
; : dren in the principles of public health and sanitation. 

During the year under report 199 schools were visited and 22,136 
pupfriS examined as against 381 schools and 41,136 pupils respectively 
in the previous year. Of the pUpils examined 8,690 were found to have 
various defects requiring treatment at the hospital, the number actually 
treated being 6,638. The most prevalent defect observed among the 
school children was mal-nutritton which was accentuated by the pre¬ 
vailing scarcity of food stuffs. The other defective conditions were 
hookworm, roundworm and diseases of teeth and gums. The importance 
’ of giving a balanced diet to the ' school children was pointed out ~to 
tbeir parents by the school medical officers who also gave 61 talks on 
health habits. More than 80 per cent, of the defective students atten¬ 
ded hospitals and had their defects cured. 
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The object of the Health Education Section of the.department is 
< ' to enlist the co-operation, of the. publics-in the sueoessr,.. 

Public: ■ ful conduct of the''various activities i of lire depart *■■■ 

, Health meat and to. arouses in the people a. sens®, of theiri 
' ■ Education: responsibility in the matter... Of preservation and-. 

promotion of public. health. The total numbeisof 
1 ectures and group talks on public health subjects given was.S,(923 tb • 
.an estimated audience of 318,000 persons against 3,551 talks to 232,800 
persona irt 1117 M. a. Nearly ; 20,000, pamphlets, posters'etc., were 
distributed during the year. Particular importance was attached to 
extending the benefits of health education work to rural areas and to 
sohools. The Travancore Radio inaugurated during the year was made 
' use of by the department and'a few talks were given by various officers, 

A vacation course in hygiene for the benefit of .the teaohefs of 
Malayalam Primary Schools was conducted at Quilon in Medam 1118. 
Three health exhibitions were conducted r. during the year and a health 
conference was held at Oachira. 

- The principal activities under rural sanitation were sinking of new 
wells, repairs, cleaning and disinfection of existing 
Rural Sani- wells; street lighting and sweeping, sanitation of, 
tation. markets and centres of fairs and festivals, installa- 

.» fcion of .sanitary privies and control measures against ' 

epidemics. 211 markets were inspected during the year ‘and necessary 
steps'were taken for attending to their sanitation. Sanitary arrange¬ 
ments were also made in connection with important fairs and festivals 
which numbered 38 during the year. The number of bore-hole latrines 
constructed during the year was 356 against 539 >in the previous year. 

.. The receipts of the department for the year amounted to fts. 9,106 
and the expenditure to Rs. 3'21 lakhs. , 

Receipts and , 

, Expenditure. ; 
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PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

Prom very early times, the village,school master, styled the Asan, 
imparted education of a rudimentary character in Malayalam or Tamil. 

>■ !: . He was remunerated by the people themselves. The 

■Historical .principal subjects taught were reading,, writing, 
Survey... ■, arithmetic and the elements of astronomy necessary 
for the. simple calculations required for domestic 
rituals and for determining the . Chief periods'of agricultural, opera¬ 
tions: ' The old: village schools taught -boys and girls together. The 
State’s direot activity in the field of education began over a century 
ago.; The duty of the State to impart public instruction was 
-recognised so long ago as 992 M. B (1817 A. B.) when Her 
Highness Rani Gouri Parvati Bayi issued a rescript in which Her 
Highness resolved “that the State should defray, the entire cost of 
the education of its; people in order that there might be no back¬ 
wardness in the''spread of enlightenment among them, that by 
■ diffusion of education they might become better subjects and public 
--Servants and that the reputation of the State might be advanced there¬ 
by.’’ The pioneers of English education in the country were Christian 
. Missionaries who opened two English Schools! one at Kottayam and 
the other at Nagercoil in the years 1*816-19, and they were given sub¬ 
stantial aid from the Government in the shape of grants of land. The 
first Government" English School was-started in 1834 at Trivand¬ 
rum and this institution islowly and steadily developed into jdie 
. Maharaja’s high school and college.' An English school for giris was 
opened at Trivandrum in 1863 ' by the Zenana Mission and nest year 
was opened the Maharaja’s English High School for girls which has 
since developed into, a college for women. The*, first Normal School 
was founded in 1885 and it developed in 1911 into the Training 
College. A Sanskrit school was opened in 1889 which subsequently 
developed into the Sanskrit College. The first Director , of Public 
Instruction was appointed in 1084 m. e. (1909 A/ s>.)and tbis. was 
followed in the next year by the promulgation of the Education .and 
Inspection Codes, which marked the inauguration of the existing edu¬ 
cational system and policy. The University of Travancore was esta- 
i Wished by Act I of 1113 m.e. promulgated by His Highness ithe 
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Maharaja Sri Chitra Tirunal on the .1st November 1937. The Univer¬ 
sity has made adequate "provision [for pure academic studies of the 
highest' standard and the pursuit of knowledge in all the various 
branches, the distinctive char8S«feristic- of this University being the 
emphasis laid on technological studies, scientific research and the pro-, 
motion of indigenous art and oulturb. ' ’* ' ' • 

The educational'aystem-of TravancoiB consists of three important 
-'branches, viz., the Malayalam and Tamil schools, the English schools 
-. : ■ and the colleges. There.are also institutions for the 
Educational training of teachers, special schools for the teaching 
System. of Sanskrit and. technical schoolfli for givingvoca- 

tional instruction, Malayalam and Tamil suhools 
are of three, classes, viz., primary : schools, middle Schools and- high 
schools. Primary schools teach up to class IV, the course of instruc¬ 
tion being confined mainly to reading, writing, elementary arithmetic 
and simple lessons in history and geography. In girls’ schools special 
attention is paid to. singrng, needle work and domestic economy. 
-.Primary education is free throughout the-State. Malayalam and * 

■ Tamil Middle schools teach up to'class VII and high schools to class 
IX. At the end of the primary course, the pupil either pursues studies 
in the Malayalam and Tamil middle and high schqols or. joins the pre. 
paratory class in the English middle schools! English middle schools 
teach up to Eorm. HI and English high schools consist .of all or any of 
the forms IV, V and VI- . b'aciltties are.provided for fehe admissson. of 
.pupils, with sufficient .knowledge of English, from. Malayalam and 
Tamil middle schools; ^English Middle sphdols,. English : being;,an 
.optional second language fin Malayalam and..Tamil middle schools. 

, The .Malayalam and Tamil,.school. leaving certificate..'issued, to bandi. 
dates who pass class VII confers eligibility ,for.-entertainment jnbhe 
subordinate:ranks of the .public Service. Simply', the-English sehool " 
leaving certificate;, gives eligibility to UniiVersity.iconrseaiof study and 
ta the-public sSfiyiqe, Qft the English!'Malayalam' tad Tamil.branches, 
except sit the primary standard! there .are separate, gehcols/f or boyB .tmd 
..■igirls with.i pwp;ti.eal.ly .-the same .course; of:instruction! : AUv]JWjW#ry . 
..•schools except.those for - Muslim girls are mixed schoolsifo'r .boys^ind 
’ giris and ■ feo-education is adopted as .the departmental .policy Jor’all 
primary schools.' In the higher dasses'&nd forms toogobOieducaitioi is 
allowed in places 1 -Share separate - schools or colleges .fog .girls .era,not 
i available,:' Girls were paying,only halUthe rates ; of fees/, prescri bedlrfor 
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■ boys in.-aohoflla^na-.-opllegas till H07, From that year fall rates 
began to .be realised •feom girl students in colleges and three-fourths of 
the,rates {rqmrgirl pupils in;schools.. A.notable featnre in the domain 
.of education-is:$he part,played, by private, enterprise. There are insti¬ 
tutions of all grades from the lowest primary standard to the highest 
college course, run, by private agencies. These agencies share with 
the Government .the task of public instruction and receive snbstantial 
grants-ln-|u<i from Government. The expenditure incurred by Gov¬ 
ernment in' 1118 on account of grants-in-aid to'privafte educational in¬ 
stitutions amounted to Bs. 11-46 lakhs. 

’ . ! In the matter of education, the Government have always pursued 
a liberal and progressive polioy, and the remarkable advance made by 
Travancore during the past few decades which haa 
Educational bronght the State to the forefront of educated India, 
■Policy. , has been due to their sedulous and fostering care. 

As regards primary education, its utmost importance 
Jhas always been recognised and everything practicable is being done to 
make it universal. Consistent with the educational policy of the State, 
ihhe education of backward communities has been systematically en¬ 
couraged by the grant of special concessions and facilities to pupils 
'belonging to such communities. Special schools are also provided for 
the benefit of certain communities like the Kshatriyas and Malayala 
Brahmins who still show reluctance to send their children to school if 
there are no separate schools for them. Including the Government 
; grant of Es. 9‘50 lakhs to the Travancore University, the total expen¬ 
diture on Education incurred by Government in 1118 amounted to 
'B». 53 - 94 : lakhs. ■ 

The University of Travancore 

There-was . Steady, expansion of the various activities of the Univer¬ 
sity during the - year under 1 report. M. go. courses in Physics and 
,(/ ■>, ... Chemistry were started in the University College. 

,• 'General.' me): '.The.University.continued to.contribute both officers 
-.. Oand-men toeiie various BefenCe Services. Owing 

to the increase in the numher of students choosing Hindi as Second 
' Language; .it was found - necessary tonappoint an additional Lecturer 
a'nd accordingly a -pact-tina e Junior Lecturer s Hindi was appointed id 
.' ithe College 'for Woman. ' -The Boards of Studies in Engineering and ir 
European t Languages were re-constitute^ during theyear, , Th 
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University College continued to provide instruction in science for the 
• 'students of the College of Engineering and of the'Institute of Textile 
Technology. Considerable'progress : was made during the year in equip¬ 
ping the laboratories of the College of Engineering With the'necessary 
apparatus. ; • ■■ - ' r- . < ■ 

. Under th'e administrative control of the University there are 6 
'Government Colleges ‘in Trivandrum besides the ihstitpte of Textile 
Technology.' There, are four private colleges in the 
Institutions mofussil admitted to the privileges of the University- 
end Strength. The total number of students m the University 


..... (including 24 research students) at 

, the end 

of the 

year was 4,193. The following- table shows the number of students in 

the various colleges;— 

Strength. 


His Highness the Maharaja’s University College 

1,445 

*(173) 

' Do. College for Women 

. 373 

(373) 

-> Do. Training College 

79 

(26) 

Dot Law College 

185 

(6) 

' ' ' Do. Sanskrit College 

90 

>• (7) '. 

: The College of Engineering 

225 =• 

(1) 

The ’institute of Textile Technology 

52 

St. Berchmans’ College, Changahacherfy , j - 

725 


1 Union Christian 'College, Alwaye 

* 0. M. S. College' Kottayam !l 

• 419 

(47) 

' 347 

(112) 

Scott Christian College, Nagercoil 

229 • 

■ (16) 


Of the total strength 761 were women. The strength of the 
Government institutions alone was 2,449 (including 586 women). . 


The fourth Annual Convocation of the University was held on the 
Sth'-Hovember 1942- in 'thefLegislative Chamber, Trivandrum. His 
HighneSs the Chancellor presided ovefc the Convoca- 
'•• Convocation.- tion and Sir 0. BantaUnganEeddi, m. a, (Cantab.), 
; M i . Hon. D. iilth, M. Ei» C., Vice-Chancellor, Andhra 

University delivered the address. The Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Getters (D. Lift.) was eonferred oar Brahmasri Gayakasikhamani 
L. MUfhia Bhagavathar/ fomerly Principal of the Sri Swathi Titunal 
Academy of Music, and'the'J Honorary' Degree of Doctor of Science 
'(U.'Sc.), Wfe confertedon Br.K.'L. Moudgill, Director of .Besearoh in 
- the University. '• 'j ^ ' 1 '■“•' 

‘(The figures in brackets indicate tie number of women students.) 
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: Tlie Central Research Institute continued to function during 1118. 
Th'd departments of Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Botany, and r ‘ 
*■' ■■■'■" ' Zoology in the University College and the sections 

The* Central of the Engineering College continued their research 
Research -Insti- activities undei the Inkitute. V'The rules of the ’ 
ttOe. - Council of Beseatoh were revised '■ during the year. 

.Various schemes of researbh' maWyofthenl'havihg ' 
a practical bearing on-the economic life of the‘country, were under 
investigation. Experiments were conducted on the'improved methods 
of manufacturing salt. Experiments on the production of bromine 
and-magnesium- salts Were-also oarried on as in the previous year.' 
Highspeed, diesel oil and kerosede- substitute on a Commercial basis 
were manufactured. Work on the collection and analysis of samples 
of water from'the retting grounds as also the'work bn the production 
of standard charcoal for producet-gas engines for motor cars was cob- 
tinued. Investigations on the chemical principle^ of indigenous drugs 
were pushed through during the year by the research workers, The 
question ol the utilisation of the agariferous sea weeds of Tray^neore 
for the production.of Agar-Agar, became prominent during the year and 
the preliminary work connected therewith ^hieh was suspended in 
1116 was resmaed in,.llifi. Experiments'. were conducted oh the pro¬ 
duction of iodine from sargassum. A five-year scheme for a compre- . 
hensive study of the cultivation of tapioca, improvement of varieties, 
cytologioal studifes and anatemical sinfiies of the storage cells to increase 
the starch content, manurial,-treatment, and-, hybridisation . was- con¬ 
sidered-aikhapproved by the Council afiBeseaich during the year. The 
soil survey of ©nattukara Was fompleted; and ipyeptigaiions on the causes 
of the infertility and.frequent failure of crops o# the Kari- foils were, 
continued during the year. The Assistant Research Officer, Entomo¬ 
logy Section conducted a preliminary survey of ths-pestg of stored'pro¬ 
ducts in the various localities of Trivandrum. ■ As in the previous two., 
years the entire quantity of anti-rabic vaccine required in the State was 
produced in the Public Health Laboratory. Vaccine was also supplied 
to the Veterinary Department W the concessions.; rate of -E* 2 pp£. 
animal for the treatment of domestic animals. •• The demand-.sfor■ 
cholera vaccine consequent on the outbreak of cholera in the State was 
met by increasing the production nearly a hundred fold and 1,247,886 • 
00 . of vacoine were issued during the year! ' The manufacture of shar- 
liverol was .carried on by the Department of Marine : Biology, and, 
Fisheries. ‘ ” ’**' 
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The system of compulsory physical instruction for sthe. Intermedi¬ 
ate classes worked Satisfactorily. Besides the Games 1 -and Athletidl: 

Clubs in the various colleges, the Department of 
Physical Edu- Physical;..Education ran clubs for indigenous exer- 
■ cation and the cises/cricket and boxing.-.: In the Kerala Cricket. 
U n iversity.. Tournament.held, at .Ernakulam. under the auspicesr 
Labour Corps. . ,of the Cochin Athletic, Association the cricket club 
, won the rui>neis-up-cup. The Director ;qf iYogic 

Physical Culture held regular-.,.classes; 56 students attended, them, 
Some of the students who w e r® suffering.from chronic complaints got 
cured of their ailments while others,got noticeable relief. , The medical 
examination of the students in the first and third yean classes was cont, 
ducted .by medical officers. The total, number of students, examined 
during the year was 1,993 (1,608 men and 385 women) against 1,811 
(1,514 men and 297 women) .in,the previous year. 

The Travancore University Labour Corps continued its activities 
during the year. The strength of the Corps at the end of the year 
was 240. The Annual Camp was held from the 13th to 19th Decem¬ 
ber 1942. His Highness the Elaya Baja the Colonel of the Corps 1 , 
was. pleased to visit the Camp. Cadets and N. C. Os. of the trained 
company were taken to the Long Bange of the State Forces at Muk- 
kunnimalai to fire with service rifles. 

His Excellency Sir Arthur Hope, Governor of Msdrafl^accom- 
paflied by Lady Hope, visited the Corps on the 9th November 1942 and 
saw the various demonstration units at work, Fifty-seven.e&d®ts, were 
awarded'ribbons for good attendance. . The CorpBmontiriiled to contri¬ 
bute both officers and men to the various Defence: Services. 

The Technical Scheme organised at the College of Engineering. 
and the Institute of Textile Technology, continued to function satis¬ 
factorily-. His Excellency, Sir Arthur Hope visited 
Technical the Engineering College Centre and expressed.his 
Training high appreciation of.|Jhe training given the-re'.. A, 
Scheme. - hostel was started, for the. trainees in the Institute 

, of Textile Technology. -The Institute undertook 
the supply of blankets, vestsi turban.. cloths, towels, etc , to the various 
departments. .The order placed ..by the Government of India Supply 
Department for the.supply cf 20,000 drawers was executed during 
the year. 1 





iNtratfcttioit. '* 146 

: iA glossary oMer&s in Lotany was published during ^he year. A 
list of technical terms in education was 1 under revi- 
Depariment of sion., Lists of technical terms in Zoology/ Geology 
Purifications. ,.«nd Sociology, with tentative Malayalam equiva- 
; Merits were prepared by the department.. 

. , •: ■>..»«% f ■ ■ : 

-. Education Department. 

. , Director of 'Py,b}i$ ; Mr. l. Gopala Itfenoti, 

,Instruction. \ lf.,A.,P.Com. 

; There were during the year 3,752 recognised institutions of all 
■‘types hhd grades lender the control of the Education' Department with 
1 =. ’ . •? 7,76,825 pupils (Under instruction as against 3,768 

‘Progress of institutions and 7,57,150 pupils in 1117, showing a 
Education—Gen- decrease of 16 institutions and an increase of 19,675 
• -'eral Statistics.- ' e in the number of pupils. Of the total rftmber of 
s 7,-.> ,.;jt .institutions 1,038 were .departmental and 2,714 

.private as against 1,040 departmental and 2,728 P r i va te in 1117 M. b. 

• The decrease in the number of institutions was due to the amalga-. 
- inatiomfend clotUre of 'overlapping institutions and the withdrawal of 
recognition-of‘inefficient ones.-•Of the total numb* of pupils under 
insjiru^ti^n.. during the^year 4,45,277 were boys and, 3,31,54^,were girls 
" ^ against die^ldioys Md 3,20,-635 gjrls ‘ in the,' previous year. ’The 
' * percentage of,t6e,total number un^erinstruction to the total population 
’ ' during they ear was 12’8as jigainst 12’4 in 1117. The percentage of 
mal lpBh'nlara to the 'male population was 14’7- in 1118 as against 14’3 
'' W** and to*. percentage,, of the fehlale scholars to. the 

:S ‘fen^le^nlWihn' W 10'S in 1118 as against ,10‘6 in 111?." Of the 
;-' r 'total number of pupils nnder instruction 65 per cent, were reading in 
' i' .’private insfitutjons and 35 ,per cent, in departmental institution!; The 
' 'coyrcfponding percentage for lll7 was 63-2 to private institutions 

and 36‘8for departnientftlinstitutians, v , , . r ... 

h ■•t-'o : English Schools, ^ 

. s The number of English schdols of all grades, in the Stat^ both 
departmental and private rose from 321 in 1117 to 328 in 1118.and 
their strength friittf 15'fiOl t8 ' &6;5?l.-'>-T& following comparativs 



statement giv.es the figures for -(he . different grades' ol edhofils for the 
.years 1117.anAjJ.118:—n .... 



1117. 

| 1118. 


Nomberj Strength 

Number 

Strong th 

Departmental English High Sohoo'ls 

■- i ■ flft'boys' . , 

25 

li;523 ‘ 

‘ 26 

" 13,162 

bo. foi’ girls . 

3 

1,439 

3 l 

1,474 

' DoVi. ®a|lfiH.Middle gchiolc ' 

i 10 

jl.270. 

.. 11 

; ,,i,848 

Do. -I- for girls- ’ » 

■ j 

>' 358 

4 

480 

Private English High SoWh fo f boys , 

83' 

29,940 

J '84 

v .34,483 

. p,0. Do. .(V , . \j 

,,j 20 

.j 5,874 

■ 22 

6,776 

£tivafcei English Midclle^S&hools for ib&y^ '’ ’ • 

ui 'i&p : | 

22,425 

r 157 

25,741 

Do. Do. for girls • 

23 1 

2,678 

21 1 

2,610 

■: s-. ;i Tpfcal ’ / ,, 

■ 321 

75,507. 

!. ,32fit 0 . 

86,574 


■jaffhe total ntir^her of 8t5,57d; ^iipils under infltr'ddtidA In English 
■ Schools daring the year 29,116 were girls'; igafitft 84,988 in 1117. 
TKeW were 25 English High Schools 'and''25 ' ’Middll' schools' mainly 
intended for girls.' ,t£o strength of girl pupils in Englisfr Schools 
increased during tKe year.' The totai increase in' strfehgth fn thh'case 
of boys’ schools was 10,076 and, in the'case cf girls 1 'schools 991 as 
against 6,250 and 504 respectively in the previous year. The strength 
, of private English Schools was'69,6lo. ' ’'Tamil wis; ; tatight‘'a , s 'a second 
''language in 9 departme'ntai Ep’^Hsh'•'Bigh SbhdOla' and ' tw Middle 
Schools. Hindi was taught in 8 de^artmerilal iln^lish 1 fii'^fi''-S6'Hools 
and 13 private English High School^. “The TraVanoore Athletio Asso^ 
ciation to which an annual,grant ,of f $g. l.fiOO is given has been de¬ 
voting special attention to the organisation and cohduot of sports and 
toatHttmefifs'lfor schooliboyi} J'uo; 1 -. - ’ • 

ih , • r iV . ’ i ^alayalani ; and,Tainil Schools, 

The;number of Malayalam and Tamil Schools decreased from 
8,35 in 1117 to 3,328 in flip hut (heir strength increased from 
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6,73,198 -to 6,8S),18&>for' 1^, 8,992. : Tbe following,-table fatiows t^ ,, 
number and sfcrength.of the deparinjental apd .'primts' Malayalam an<jl 
Tamil Schools in 1117 and 1118r. - t , rj . _. rl , 


Management- j . I 

* • my. 

| 0 ' ms : J . : ; 

- Bpmber. j 

! Strength, j 

Nuqober. J 

Strength. - 

Departmental Sohools , 

1' 983 

2,63,491 

977 

2,54,10J 

Aided do. •* 

£,188 

j 3,84,105 

2,199 

4,08,209 

Unaided do. • 

.180 

.25,600 

152 

■ •19,878' 

. -mi - - - 

• * 3,351 

•6,73,196 | 

3,328 

6,82,188 







There waB in'increase in the number of Malayalim- and Tafail 
High Schoolsand, Middle 'Schools due mainly "to the recognition’of 
unrecognised schools and to ttie opening of middle school classes in-the 
existing Primary Schools and a decifeas'e in the number of Primary 1 
Schools due abolitipjpor am&lgamatiqB-pf inefficiept schools and 

the withdrawal pf recognition. of sphools, on account of the non-fulfil¬ 
ment pf ,conditiops4mpiqsqd 0 .hj[ vf |he department, The strength in the 
Malayaiaim,ai^,{ilamll§p499ls fi increase,d pp, the whole although there . 
was a fall in strength in the case of Malayalam and Tamil High and 
Middle Schools for girls due to the abolition of a few girls’ schools 
which , wer® iworfcing o unsaiiAfaeto£ily^ iTfce total strength in the prp. 
mary/. section-ifncraasedbjwhilwr that in ,the (Middle and .High -School , 
seotions decreased.-: The irarafeM df girls--studying in. boys’ schools 
during lli.8 *waa-' 48*925 -as agnissj- 46,1(58 ..in the previous 
year. 1 The* increase-, was due. to tfia ccfeeducation, of pupils in „ 
all the; classes'ami/thm hppoinfaajffint imxfd.staff in schools. 
There-WeiM 16« private'- night schools. Oif^dd^y. Government with a 
total stealths *f 419. Bxisept in the ^eerniade-and the J^vicolam 
taluks almost,alf ; )paknthiesncEthe.State ha-yerpore than one Malayalam 
or Tam* @eho«h Qf .the total--ngmber- ipf',682,188 pupils,in the 
MalayaKita'and- Tamil Sdhoeta-.fi9%5?Q,vypre girls.ps.agaipBf 2,92,805 in 
the pfasrions yeanii Instruction rir^ Tamil was provided m 71 depart- 
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mental schools, of which 9 ware English High Schools, 2 English 
Middle Schools," 3’ Malayalam. and Tamil High Schools, 12 Middle 
Schools and 45 Primary Schools. . ■ : : l. 

In the interests of efficiency appointment of trained teachers was 
insisted on wherever possible. ' The total nnmber of trained teachers 
in 1118 was 15,457 as against 15,861 in 1117 and the ' percentage of 
trained' teachers fro the total number of teachers was 65‘9 as against, 
62-8 in 1117. ' . • ' ' 

■ Special Schools. ,, , 

In addition to. the Training College, there are some special insti-; 
tutions which provide for undergraduate higher grade and lowep grade 
r ' training. The number of such trailing schools at 
Training' Schools, the end of the year was 48 qf which 12 were depart¬ 
mental including .one-for women and- the 1 rest 
privat^;with a total strength of 1,470. The training schools in the 
St ate. were reorganised with effect from Ed&vom.lli8. As a result, of, 
the organisation, the distinction between' higher grade, lower grade.' 1 ' 

and.jindergraduats,training, schools was^abolished. ^ .. 

' There were 12 aided tethnical schools fob-girls attached to the 
Education Department with a tptal strength'-of 3,ID6 at the end bf 

' r ‘ the year. Weaving, embroidery 'and lace vvorir : '- 
Te&wvical ' ' were the main subjects taught'fd thdke'iustitutiohs, 

Schools for Girl'C " . ' ' , 

•The strength df the Reformatory School tit the beginning of the ,.' 
year '-was 52. Ddriiig the yean six pupils were . admitted directly- on/ , 

’ ■ conviction and 11 admitted on remand out of whom 
Sefd¥malory ’ 8 r were' subsequently convicted. There vtere 

School t”v releases during the year ;and'one. under remand.v 
'escapfed;- Thus at the'end of the year, 1 the strength 
of thd school Wod at 68—5*1 cbttvio'tedeand' 2 off 'remand.' All .the. 
pupils'were glMen instruction in'&griculture. Spinning whs introduced 
as an experimental measure duftng tM&i^ear..,.iThe inmates .were also, 
given training in printing, ‘binding ahd wiaving. . .A.'few selected kbps'.:- 
who had'special aptitude for oooher'y tvefce. given training-in that 
subject, ! th<J‘ inniates were hhiftiled a?' scouts 'and those who hash 
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Bpecial aptitude.for Indian as well as Band music eontipued to receive 
proper training., 'Morale religious and. general instruction was 
imparted to ithe inmates as. usual. ; ...... 

There were altogether 53 Sanskrit Schools, of which 30 were re¬ 
cognised and 23 unrecognised. The total strength of the recognised 
'schools was ‘5,178 as against 5,498 in 1117. The 
Sanskrit Eavya, Section attached -to the Sanskrit College, Trl- 

*Schools. vandrum continued ; to be under the control of the 

■ Education Department and it had a strength of 227 
as against 242 in the previous year. ■ - ' l 

. Among other special schools of a vocational character under -the 
... . . . control of the Education Department the following , 

Other Special deserve mention;^ • ; > . 

, Schools. j 

(j)’the screwpine vocational weaving school for ,girls at 
’ "'V,' .'SrjjjU' ; .t’ ,;,,- .J- 

.(ii) ..the vocational bigs school.attached to the S. L. B. 
a i: , . High School at. Nagerooil; . . .. •. 

,(iii) the weaving schhol attached to the? Kannanaangalam 
lam Middle School for girls; , . 

(iv) four kindergarten nursery schools; 1 

(v) the SriOlvitrodaya Sdtfthakalaya Which'ifl ! a gf fthtdn'-aid in- 

1 atitutimtifor imparting training in Indiaa'daticing; j ■ ! 

(vi) tw6> aided rfmeie achOolSihne ‘The SangeetaVidyalaya’ at Sher- 

i tala, and the otheB ‘The SWathi Tiruhal School of Mnsic 1 
: , , iat Eoojapura] Tiivandmm ; and'. • 

{vlli ■ The: Veers,ktrala Gymkhana %fittsh rS an aided school, of phy- 
>.*. ‘hical culture at Tfivaddrum. ■ ' ' 

All these"fnstitutionB were working' satisfactorily during tW 
year, ■. ' ; ■ : .. '<r 

The Sri Swathi Tir.unal Academy of Music> Trivandrum which : 
was started under-the management, of th?e Eduoatipn ■ Department in 
Chingom 1115 for the purpose of. popularising thp 
The Sri Swathi compositions, of Sri Swathi .Tirunal Maharaja, and 
Tirunal Acct*, for imparting advanced .instruction in music was. 
demy of Music. made permanent with .effect from ,1st Ghingdm 1118 
■ M. E. At the beginning.of the year there 1 were al¬ 
together 80 students in the academy, 37 being in class I, 25 in class II 


Trivan- 
English 
Malaya- - 
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and 18 in class III. The final examination at the end of the third year ■ 
of training was conducted as a Public Examination and out of the 18 
candidates who appeared for the examination-13 Were successful. 

Education of Special Classes, 

.. There are special Schools for the education of. the members of 
the.Kshatriya families .at Maveliljara, Pandalam, Aranmula, Kilimanur 

h . and Poonjar. The school nt. Mavelikara is an 

Special Schools English Middle School and it-had a strength of 47 
for Kshatriyas. in the English section at the end of 1118. There is 
a boarding house attached to the institution run by 
the department where meals and lodging are give#- free.' There- were 
36 bbarders in the boarding house during 1118. The special schools at 
the other four places were all MalayalarS'primary schools. 

There is a Special English Middle School at Kulakkada in the 
Knnnattur taluk exclusively for ’ the pupils of • the Malaysia Brahmin . 

community. The strength of the school at the end 
Special Schools of 1118 was 104 as against 114 at fthe"end' of the 
for Malayala previous year. ; All 'the'Malaysia Brahmin pupils 
Brahmiks, studying in the school were boarding’ and lodging 

in the school.’: ! - ■ : ’ - 

Special inducements,have been offered to Mahomednn pupils in 
the matter of education,. In addition bo-fee concessions, special scho¬ 
larships for Muhomedans'.are awarded at ah - stages 
Education of,, of education, based .on the results of a competitive 
Mahomedans. examination held exclusively for them. All Maho- 
medan. girls who are poor are taught free in Mala- 
yalam and Tamil Schools as well as English.-Schools .and all Maho-- 
medao. girls- in English-.Schools are giv^p ■scbolgrships.^^pecial schools 
for the exclusive use of the members of the community have also been 
provided in certain areas and an English High School is maintained 
at Aileppey for the benefit of the -community. < There is alsd^anlnspec- 
tor for Muslim eduegften for Hue inspectiomcof Arabic 1 arid Koran 
teaching in schools and for encouraging: generally the spread of edu¬ 
cation amongst the members of'the community; " He-’also acts ds a’' 
consultant, in matters relating to Mahomedan.-’ education, The nurh-: " 

bar of'Mahonreda'ii pupils 'uudar instruction-in EnglisteBcbooIs -increii- 
sed.from 2,627 in.'1117'{to th840 c in*'I:118-.while tha,t in .Malayalam and 
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;■ Tamil Schools fell from 30,097 to ‘29,858 in 1118. The number of 
• Mahomed an girls in English Schools rose from 796 in 1117 to 834 in 
■ lllSaud thdtinihe Malayalam and Tamil Schools from 9,475 to 9,678. 
The number of schools having provision for the -teaching of Arabic 
fell from 283 in 1117 to 281 in 1118. The designation of the Maho- 
; r medan,Inspector of,Schools.was.chauged.into ‘‘Inspector for Muslim 
-Education”,; , He inspected 113 institutions during the year and visited 
; various Muslim centres-aud mosques for propaganda work,^ 

, The.education of pupils belonging to the backward cpmmunities 
is.systematically encouraged by the grant of special fee concessions, 
stipends, scholarships, boarding grants' etc. 'The 
Education of schools in backward areas were afforded additional 
Backward facilities and the rules regarding site, buifding, 
Communities. :.■■■■■ appliances*, 'qualification of teachers etc.) were 
: relaxed to,a considerable extent in their case. . As 
in the previous years : text-books;..and class-readers 'Were distributed 
• gratis to the pupils belonging to th4 backward communities studying in 
r-: '--'‘classes III and IV of the departmental and private schools. The num- 
- bbr of pupils belonging to backward comjnnnitie? jonder instruction in 
English Schools -rose from 13,063 (including 3,774 girls) in 111-7 to 
■14,911"(Including 4,483 -girls) in - Ul8.:r.In Malayalam. and. Tamil 
Schools their number increaseflifrom 69,926pn illggto 71,365. in,1118. 
Of the total number of pupils 46,381 were boys and 24,974 were girls 
as against 46,458 boys and 23,468 girls in the previous year. On the 
Whole '84 ; Hari]ah schools were aidJS dhrifig the • yearsapd an amount 
of B.S- 0,086 wps sanctioned on that account. - 8: 

' MlsceiUmbTus, • 

-rn r-,K- .. f. ... . 

■ • There Were alt6gefther-69 hostels andi vboarding houses under the 

Control of the Education - Department; 3.3 attached.,, to. the English 
Schools for- boys; 5 attached- to Malayalam and 
.Spsfcls ‘ 'and ‘ Tamil Softools^ and ' 1 30 % ' girls' i&chpols and 1 to 
Boarding Houses. -S. P. B. M. Training School; 'Manarcad. - 

^There were IS orphanages WtStkitig ddting tha year with a total 
strength of 741. Of these, 204We'in'the Infant JesUs Qiqihanfrge, 

Mulagumood. ■& sum af ^Bs.-'2,644 was spent as, • 
Orphanages. grant-in-aid to these institutions in 1118. 
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In order to' encourage adult education, ! a system of awarding 
graht-m-&id 'to reading rooms'arid libraries was introduced' from the 
' ■ ' year 1092 M. E. ''Sixty-;four such institutions (16 

Libraries and utban a‘hd '48' rural)''under private'thanagement 
' Beading Booms.'' were in receipt of grants and an expenditure of 
' ' Ks. 2,643 was incurred on this' account during 1118. 

The systerh of opbnihg ruraHibraries attached to departmental 'Schools 
has been very helpful in preventin'g the lapse into illiteracy ■ -of those 
who have received primary education. There were 96 such libraries 
during 1118 as against 92 in the previous year. Government have 
'' peeh eneoutagxftg the working of these-inral libraries -by the award of 
grants, (the expenditure incurred by Government in connection with 
.financial aid to rural libraries wasTts. 13,572. 

The polfcy of encouraging the scout movement in schools was 
continued during the year and there was definite progress in themove- 
• menft The’ number of scouts, cubs,, etc., during 

Scouting. " 1118 was -4,126 as against 3,720 in the previous 

year. The Travaneore Boy Scouts Association was 
given thb usual graint iof |®s. 5,000 as in the previous, year.' Three 
training cOutses^Vrere conducted and 81 new workers were .enrolled in 
the movement. The total ndmber of girl.gpides, .blue birds etc., in 
English Schools for girls during 1118 was 84 as against 228 in the 
previous year. : . 

The expenditure incurred during the year on account of scholar¬ 
ships paid by Government and stipends paid to teachers deputed for 
training from departmental as well as private ihsti- 
Scholarships tutions amounted to Rs. 41,110 of which a sum of 
and Stipends. Es. 26,975 was on account of scholarships and . the 
. ,balance on stipends to teachers deputed for training 
’from departmental and.private 'institationBi 

■ r . - According tathe rules for the award of fee.concessions the percen* 

. \ :ir friage^f literacy of the ^everal commuhtties "as well 
J ha Concessions, as their economic condition Was'adopted as'the basis 
vi, .o'. • lor the grant of the concessions. At,sum of 

• wis spent on -account of. fee concessions during the.year 

against'-Es. 64,799 in the previous year. 
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The results of the public examinations conducted by the depart- 
nient are shown in the following statement:— 

Examinations. 


Name of Examination. 

Number of | 
■candidates 
that 

appeared. 

Number 

I. English Sohool Leaving Certificate Examination 


6,849 

3,292 

2. English Middle Sohool Examination 


10,893 

7,465 

3. Mala yalam/Tamil High Sohool Examination 


- 4,238 

1,832 

14. Malayalam/Tsmil Middle Sohool Examination: 


■9,782 

' 4 ’ 476 

’ 5. Trained Teaohers’ Certificate Examination 




, (at English Higher Grade 


376 

215 

; (b) Malayalam/Tamil Higher Grade 


■ 974;. 

... 544 

(0) do. Lower Grade 


i,tii9 

497 : 

. Music Test Examination ■ 




(a) Higher Grade 


- -56 . 

27 

(b) Lower Grade , 


- 75 

43 

... (0) Final Examination of the Sri Swathi ■ 



T 

3 

' ' ' Tirimal Academy of Mnsio 


18 


.. 7. Sanskrit Examination i— , 


709 

.320 

r 8. Arabio Mnnahi’s Examination : - 




(a) ‘Higher Grade 


9 

5 

(b) Lower Grade 


9 

\- • : 

9. Needlework and Garment-making Examination 

_ 

257.. 

96 


The receipts of the Education Department in lllS amounted to 
Es. 8-94 lakhs and the expenditure including the 
Beceipts and grant to the University to Es. 53'94 lakhs. 
Expenditure. : ' - L 






CHAPTER XIV. 


j , ‘ LobAL- SELF-GOVERNMENT, 

The earliest legislation relating to local self-government m Tra- 
vancore was Act II of lQ69,._ Prior to. that, a, set of rules, passed in 
1053 ; m. E. governed sanitation and. other matterB 
: History, " connected: with! ;the improved enA?.- of: towns, 

■ ; The rules applied to tfie town of fjhnvajudrum and 

regulated only certain matters relating to conservancy. They had not 
the force of-lawahd. were not comprehensive' enough to''hifeehthh grow¬ 
ing needs of the capital jar afotite. importaAt-mcrfuSsil towns..: dUhe Act 
passed in 1069, to provide for. the. conservancy and imppv.ement. of 
towns, created town . improvement committees and'town funds; but 
the powers of the committees were limited and their ddti&B l 'c'oMned to 
the- supervision:of Sanitary arrangements** . The cammitteesihad no 
power of tapatypp. Five committees viz.,_ those at Trivandrum, Eager* 
coil, Quilon, Alleppey and Kottayam, were appointed under this Act. 
The number of members on those committees'varied froth5 to ; 9 with 
a permanent official majority. This Act was superseded by';Act,III of 
1076 which for the first time authorised local taxation with the pre¬ 
vious sanction of Government and thereby enabled the committees to 
augment.thjeir.resources.and to’t^idemthe scope of their, usefulness. The 
experience gained in the working of this Act, the demands from the 
various committees for greater powers and the progress of local bodies 
elsewhere led to the promulgation of Act V of 1.095 on the lines of the 
law in force in British India at the timS. ;i Under-, this- Actpmunioipal 
councils were "constituted and the maximum official , as• ffl.f 11.as the 
minimum elected non-official element were fixed.' The’scope of muni¬ 
cipal activities was enlarged and the, obligatory ' aud discretionary 
duties of mhnifcipal councils 1 were defined. ■ ; , 

- The provisions.-iof 1 Act V of, 1095; which governed;.1-he working of 
the mhbioip'ality.bf®riyandruhi, as;also of the;;m.offtssil 'municipalities 
for a couple oh'dfeeaides 1 were not in .'jaapy .respects, suitable: pnpugh 
to meet the increasing need3 of these municipalities*;. -.'It. had also 
Jjeen felt that the municipal town of Trivandrum, the capital of the- 
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Stats w ) hieh,,had ®WP into a city should be treated on a sepa¬ 
rate,footing.and be governed by a law for itself. The Trivandrum 
City, Municipal Act. IV q£ .1116 m". b., drawn up on the lines of the 
Madras City Municipal ..Act bf 1919 a. b. was therefore passed ; and 
the, Trivandrum...Municipality ’ was constituted into a 'Corporation on 
the 14th Thu'am 1116, with' larger autonomous powers in the-matter 
of managing iqs own affairs.. The new Act provides for the vesting of 
the^administration of the City iu a council composed of 24 elected 
and 8 nominated councillors one of whom shall be-a woman. The 
municipal authorities, charged with the bitrrying out of the provisions 
of the new Act are (1) the Council (2) the .Standing Committees and 
(3.) the Commissioner, who is the chief executive authority of the 
Corporation responsible for: the proper.riconduct of. the municipal 
administration and for carrying out the decisions of the council. 

■ VAThe TravaheofeDietriet Municipalities Bill intended to stimulate 
thsiefficient progress of m'unicipar .'admiflistration in Twancore was 
dtaftedoh idle SA'es Of the Madras Di&trict, Municipalities Act of 1819 
■ 'Shdiwas-passed into law af'Sct XXIIIof 1116. 

^66 number of wunicipadttifes excluding the Trivandrum City 
CorpsfStibn' was : 17. Bix of-tee miiniSipal towns are- in 4he Trivand- 
. rum Division, six in the Quilon Division and the 

N'ilikbik, Com- remaining 1 five ih° the Kotiayam Division. The 
'position;, 'krea ‘- municipal Councils are composed of membefs, partly 
:aM'P6puiation. elected by the rate-payers'and partly nominated, by 
< -.the Q-overhment, the elected members forfeing the 
majority.' : the"nominated, home are officials'; and the others non- 

r officiais;' AiTtefe mfeicipal. councils have the'right of electing tbfeir 
: Chairinki win iday* be chosen either ffour' amongst the' m@mbem' er 
"■fe&froufeide. 'The arei-cbmprised within' the limits of the municipali- 
■ tit^-vvaS-i'aughiy io2;bgl r mile's, ' with a - total population of 494,762 
-adcording'tb tjh'e censfts of 19411 ’ ; <1 1 ; - ' 

oiid aggregate opening'balance to.the credit of the 17 municipal 

councils eidliidihg the'Trffahdrum City Corporation at the beginning 
' i of the year'-^as Bs. 2‘73 lakhs and the total receipts 

Finance . of all the councils together amounted to Bs. S'57 

lakhs. A sum of Bs. 5*51 lakhs was spent by th* 
councils during the year, 
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The main function of municipal administration continued to be the 
care of sanitation and public health. Among the obligatory 1 functions 
devolving on municipalities,’ lighting of public 
Work of the ' streets, vaocination and registration of births and 
Mwmcijoalities. . deaths were attended to by all municipal counoils. 

, Conducting leper clinics and child welfare centre's, 
rendering free midwifery aid, running libraries and reading rooms, 
subsidising vaidyasalas, etc., were some of the other important items 
of work attended to by the councils. 


Village Panchayats and Village Unions. 

The Village Panchayats constituted in 1107, under the Village 
Paiichayat Act, VII of 1100 at Bhooihapanriy, X.edumangad, Paravur 
Samburvadakara, Ettumanur, and Perumbavur have been working since 
1109 and the Panchayat at Aiyroor in the. Tiruvalla taluk has been 
working since the year 1112. The ; seven, Papchayats, had a total .of- 65 
members of whom 44 were elected and the rest nominated by Govern- 
meat. Sanitation and lighting of roads and: improvement of,tanks, and 
wells were the: main items of work undertaken by the panohayatsi, ;; 

, With a view to. affording better opportunity to the people,, for 
vtasking,the village organisations more useful and beneficial.Government 
decided that side'by side with the Village .Panchayat "Act, another 
measure to; suit modern conditions should, be brought into being and 
. accordingly the Village Unions Act of ,1115 was promulgated. Besides 
fthe first instalment .of, 26 village unions constituted under the 4ot ; in 
, 1115. another.hatch .of 13:unions was established in 1116. At the end 
■lof the year under report, there were 39 unions working ; 11 in the r Tri- 
' i vandrum Division, IS in the <5uilon Diyision.and 13 in, the Kottayam 
Division. Each of these Unions is composed of six non.-officials and five 
officials. Subject to certain rules prescribed by Government in this be¬ 
half,: it is .the function of village unions to , attend to works of publio 
, utility,: such - as the cleaning of streets, water supply, irrigation, sani- 
, tetiun, fete.,'of, the places coming within their, respective jurisdiction. 



CHAPTER XV. 


Hindu Religious and Charitable Institutions. 

Devaswom Commissioner. Mr: 8. Bamahrishna Aiyar, B. A. 

In pursuance of the Devaswom Proclamation dated the 12th April, 
1922 the control of the Sirkar Devaswoms, which had theen vested in 
the Land Revenue Department, yyas taken away 
General., , from that department and vested in the Devaswom 
Department, newly formed from the commencement 
of 1098 M, e. To meet the annual expenditure on Devaswoms, it was 
also resolved to credit to Devaswoms, annually, a sum representing not 
less than 40 per cent, of the State’s recurring, land revenue and to 
constitute a Devaswom Fund comprising this allotment and the other 
. miscellaneous items of revenue like offerings etc., received by them'. 
The newly formed Devaswom Department was‘entrusted with the ad¬ 
ministration not only of the Sirkar Devaswoms 'bat'also of '''Japdtfafc 
shina and Ottus or 1 charitable institutions,’'with the exception of the 
Sri Padmanabhhflwami temple and the Agras'ala at the Capital, and of 
Personal Deposit Devaswoms and of their (properties situated in and 
outside the State. TowardB.,the close of 1100, the Dewan was relieved 
of his duties and responsibilities in connection with the administration 
of the Devaswoms within the. purview of the Devaswom Proclamation; 
and.tjs.eir administration was entrusted to the Devaswom Gommissio. 
net-, who was made directly responsible to the Sovereign, except. i$i' 
certain, important matters in respect of which the previous approval of 
the Dewan had to be obtained. From Vrischikam 1107,. however, the 
notification giving-effect to this arrangement was cancelled and the 
Devaswom Department was again placed, under the Dewan like thp 
other departments of Government. 

Scheduled Devaswoms are grouped into three classes'major 
minor and petty, according to the annual expenditure. Major DeVas- 
v woms are those whose annual expenditure id'’Rs. 

Devaswoms ■—, 1,000 .or more, minor between Rs. 100 and Us, 1,000 
Major, Minpr. and petty .below Bs. 100. Th<?. number ,.;bf;.tofcjor, 
and Belly* minor and petty Devaswomsat the gpse of the year 

. . wa,s 166, E74 and 879.respectively. 
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Apart from the scheduled Devasworas, there are the Personal 
Deposit Devasworas which .are .unincorporated religious institutions 
which came under the control and management of 
Personal Government at different times and under varying 

Deposit Devos -?,' : - ! _ cfe'uihst&iries;' : 5h e-aocountlf 1 'ih'fespect of these 
wains- arS ntet merged in the general Devaswom accounts, 

but are maintained separately. They have, per¬ 
sonal deposit'accounts with the Government treasuries. The total 
number of such institutions at th'sf end of the year , was 90, against 86 
at'the end of'tBfe previous year, most 'important of these are (i) 

the'Pattazhi Devaswom,- (ii) the' Brumal! and Paschim’a DevaSwoms, 
(iii) the Turavur lfevaswom,' , ‘(iv)' the • Perumbavur Devaswom and 
(v)‘the’Perumanam Devaswom lip’the Coenin' State, the 'C/c^npooia' 
service in which is conducted by the Travancore Government by virtue 
of the right acquired from the Parur Eaja'by, the annexation of that 
principality to the Travahcore State..';'"' “ 

, . The Sri CHtrodapa, Devapooja, P.afass,ula at Tirnvalja for the ' 
training of persons in the performance.of .£a»Wt ,or deyotiopal.service 
• in • temples,, the Vedapaiaipala , 0. Trivandrum 
Instructional and the Thevara patassala ..at. ,Suchia<i}Fam : ;cpn- 

Institutions. • tinned duping the year. ... • ., 

The' Sri Gbitra Central Hindu ReligionsTiibrary andiieciureHsffi 
at Trivandrum functioned throughout tbe year; “There vVer'e 3,005 
n ; “ books 1 in' the library beHiAs 20 magazines and 

- Hindu Pull- journals. ’Regular ; rfeli|ibuS : claS.®'vvere Conducted 
’fibus Libraries- in the lecture hail.”’ The library Mid lecture ■Hall 
' . opened at Nagerb’611 in Til®/'contifftied 1 to ^vdr£ 

during the year. - , :A l -.' r i 

” ; Religious ,'diBcp^urses‘were as,usuarconducted in mpst of the.majbp 
T>evaswpins in connection with "tftsavoms^ and other important .religious 
■ __ ceremonies. Religious conventions were held at 
*?■ K.o^ayapi., .Kalady and .yaikam/: The discourses 
■D^qffrses.^d conducted .during thec®Hyentipns : W,pi;e .^eliflttepded 

Cgnfpitiqns-, and appreciate^ hy the audience.- 
i”V: TThS DevdsWom Bund consists' of -the! ''Government’s contriKution 
,-Sij(if*he'inoome. J derived from' Nadav'aramis, interest on inv&'tmentS.'SkTe 
- v 3.:. ... -proPSeds of sri-iipIrfS 'protiisiofl^'and old ;’matdriffif, 

Deeatxoth revenue frdto'-'DcrVaswOm lands" etc. The Govern- 

Fund. ment’s contribution to the Devaswom Bund, w*hich 

' till 1106 m. E. } had been a lump allotment of Rs. 16, 
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lakhs per annum, - subsequently fixed at forty 'per cent, of-the Ayaeut 
and -Saniishapaim r la/ai revenue the State from 1107, was further 
revised in 1110, when it was decided that the contribution should! be 
a sum not less than Es. 16 lakhs, provided that it does not fall below 
forty per cent, of the total Ayaeut and'S 'ancliayam land revenue, the 
Kanduhrishi .land’ revenue also being included ;! in the Ayacut land 
revenue in calculating the percentage! tfhe (Government’s contribu¬ 
tion from the year 1113 was accordingly Es. 16 lakhs per year. The 
total receipts of the Fund, including the above contribution amounted 
to Es, 19-73 lakhs and the total expenditure charged to the Fund was 
Es. 1S’75 lakhs. This does not include the pay of the officers and the 
establishment of the Devaswom Department which is met from the 
general revenues of the State. 

The Public Works Department attended to major works connected 
with temples, all works under petty construction and repairs being, 
as usual, carried out by the Devaswom Depart- 
Devaswom ment. The Maramat Committee scrutinised the 
Works. estimates for major works, A stun of Bs. 2-54 lakhs 

was spent by the Public Works Department on the 
renovation of the Devaswom buildings and appurtenances and Es. 28,626 
by the Devaswom Department on petty construction and repairs. 

The Hindu Eeligious Endowments Act, III of 1079, provides for 
the better administration of Hindu religions endowments in the State. 

Under this Act it is competent to the Government 
The working to intervene in the affairs of such institutions 
of the Hindu ■ and assume their management whenever neces- 
Heligious Endow- sary. Enquiries under Section 6 of the Act were 
merits Aet. ordered in respect of six institutions and enquiries 

in respect of seven institutions were completed 
during the year. The management of the affairs of four Devaswoms 
was assumed by Government. 

Verification of Thimvabharanams and other valuables in Devas¬ 
woms was continued during the year. The Sub-Group Officers’ and 
the Devaswom Officers’Tests were also conducted, 

. Miscellaneous. A textbook on thedundamental principles of Hindu 
Beiigion was published. 
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The live-stock in the possession of the department fit the end,of 
the ye4r consisted .of 16 elephants, 12 bulls, 22 cows, i cow-calves, 
1; bull-calf and 1 peahen,- 

, The expenditure incurred by Government on Devaswoms and 
charities during the year over and above the Government.s contri¬ 
bution to the Devaswom Fund amounted to Es. 3*26 
Expqnditufe. ..lakhs against Bs. 6’80 lakhs in 1117. 



CHAPTER XVf. 


Pood Control Measures. 

Immediately after the declaration of the War, Government begad 
to take steps to prevent profiteering and .hoarding and to stabilise 
the market in respect of foodstuffs, textiles, medical preparations, kero¬ 
sene, and other essential commodities. There was a sadden rise in the 
prices of paddy and rice in particular, due to the scarcity of shipping 
space for imports from Burma, but until the fall of Burma the food 
situation in the State required merely the fixation of the maximum 
selling price for imported rice and the direct import by Government of 
consignments of rice intended as a reserve to steady the local market 
to meet any emergency. /' 

The last ship-load of rice from Burma arrived at Cochin on the 
1st March 1942. The fall of Burma compelled the Government on the 
one hand to seek alternative sources of food supply in British India to 
meet the monthly deficit of over 30,000 tons of rice and on the other 
to intensify the efforts to conserve and regulate the production and dis¬ 
tribution of looal supplies. Help from outside was first secured from 
the Madras Government who allowed Travancore and Cochin to 
purchase a specified monthly quota of rice from the Tanjore : and 
Bezwada areas of the Presidency. The quota thus allotted, was worked 
through ,a few selected wholesale merchants. An officer of this Gov¬ 
ernment was posted at Tanjore to supervise the purchase and transport 
of the consignments .by the wholesale merchants; and the s disposal of 
this stock after its arrival in the State was also subject to the general 
oontrol by the Food Grains Controller and the respective Division 
Peishkars. ' - v 

Simultaneously with this, Government introduced the Food Grains 
Control Order and the Essential Commodities Census Order with a 
View to exercise- the necessary statutory control over the dealers anti 
stockists of fooctgrains, and to regulate the possession and dealings in 
similair essential commodities. 

The yeat under report opened with the Unexpected termination 
of the arrangement for monthly quota from the Madras Presidency. 
To inset the unforeseen' situ^^m thus created, Government, as ex¬ 
plained by them in the Press Note dated the 29th September IS42, 
immediately adopted the following measures 
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(а) The collection of statistics regarding the stock of paddy and 
rice in the possession of landowners, [cultivators, stockists and dealers; 

(б) Regulating the possession and disposal of these stocks in order 

to ensure an equitable distribution ,to all the localities in the State at 
reasonable prices ; and . 

(e) Scrutinising and authorising the transactions in regard to 
such stocks; and for that purpose, of granting permits in regard to sale 
of paddy and rice. 

A Notification was published prescribing that not :more than 2S 
per cent, of the bran should be removed when husking paddy. Appro¬ 
priate areas in the vicinity of Reserve Forests and certain hill slopes 
were made available on the basis of Kuthagapattom for the cultivation 
of paddy, tapioca and vegetables*. Imposition of a (cess on the export 
of tapioca flour, prohibition of the export of bones .of cattle, and res¬ 
triction on the export of dried fish from the State formed other impor¬ 
tant measures adopted by Government at this juncture to conserve 
existing supplies and intensify local production. 

Similar measures, under the “ Grow More Food fCampaign ” 
adopted during the year consisted of the following items of major im* 
portance;— 

(a) Cultivation of large areas of lake reclamations: which had 
been left fallow; 

(b) Conversion of single [crop lands into double crop lands in 
North Travancore under the Lift Irrigation scheme and the throwing 
open of fresh lands for cultivation; 

(c) Opening of manure depots in different parts of the State; 

and •' : - ■ 

(d) Development of minor irrigation facilities in' Central iTra* 
vancore. 

The cessation of imports of rice from Burma more or less coin? 
cided with the rise of an Unprecedented demand for tapioca starch „by 
the textile industries In British India, and the extensive manufacture 
of tapioca flour spread throughout the'country. The imposition of a 
cess of Re. I per cwt., on the export of tapioca flour had no effect and 
the expoits were mounting up at a time: When the commodity Was 
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greatly in demand in the State to supplement the attenuated supplies 
of rice. On the 25th October 1942 Government published a Notifica¬ 
tion prohibiting the export of tapioca in any form except under a per¬ 
mit from the Excise * Commissioner. Still, the manufacture was 
proceeding and the local supplies of this valuable foodstuff were being 
rapidly depleted. The problem was finally solved by Government by 
the absolute prohibition of all manufacture of tapioca powder in the 
State: the stock already in the possession of manufacturers and ready 
for export being alone, permitted to be exported subject to certain con¬ 
ditions. , The maximum selling prices of raw tapioca and tapioca chips 


It was, however, evident that even the utmost efforts from the 
Government and^thmmax'imum possible’ co-operation from the public 
could not by themselves solve the food problem in the State unless sub¬ 
stantial-help was forthcoming from outside. Joint representations 
from Cochin and Travancore and the intervention of the Government 
of India owing to the growing seriousness of the All India Food Pro¬ 
blem resulted in the first allotment of a quota to the State. A small 
supply was obtained from the Madras Presidency; but'the scheme 
• itself failed before it had begun to function. This was followed by a 
series of conferences in Delhi at which both Travancore and Cochin, 
which have all along been acting as one unit in regard to the food 
problem, were represented by the Dewans of the two States. The re¬ 
sult of the negotiations was the basic plan of Procurement and Distri¬ 
bution under which the Government of India allotted to the State 
2,00,000 tons of rice, 1,68,000 tong of millets and over 10,000 tons of 
wheat. Within one month of the allotment and after the receipt of 
7,000 Jons of*rice by the State, this plan too failed. The position was 
reviewed at a meeting of the representatives of the Food Department 
and of some of the Provinces and States in Bombay ; but no decision 
was taken on the occasion and the whole matter was placed before the 
Food'Conference held in Delhi in July 1943. The Dewan of Travan- 
, core attended this conference on behalf of Cochin .and Travancore and 
strongly .pleaded for the imposition of more effective central control to ■ 
implement-the basic, plan. The year closed with a revised allotment 
of-25,653 tons of rice and 15,084 tons of millets for August to Novem¬ 
ber and of 94,450 tons of wheat and wheat products inoluding foreign 
jfnports and 5,418 tons of gram for August 1943 to March 1944, 
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To the extent allowed under the basic plan and independent 
quotas from time to time, the State, along with Cochin, was purchasing 
foodgrains from Tanjore, Bezwada, Central Provinces, Sind, Baluchi-. 
stan and other North Indian Areas. Messrs. Volkart Brothers of 
Coohin were functioning as the Purchasing Agents of the two States. 
To receive the stock arriving by train at Ernakulam arid arrange for 
its transport to the different centres in the State a special officer was 
appointed at Cochin with the necessary staff. 

Along with the purchase of the quota from British India,' steps 
were taken to purchase the excess stock of paddy with the landowners 
in the State. Export of rice and paddy from the State had already 
been prohibited by a Notification published in June 1942. It'bad also 
been provided that stocks of paddy or rice above a prescribed quantity 
should not be kopt in the possession of any lanihhvrwarbr dealer except 
under a permit from the Division Peishkar or under a licence from the 
Food Grains Controller. ■* The available excess stock of paddy in the 
possession of landowners was at first arranged to be purchased through 
wholesale merchants but this system failed. The landowner very often 
withheld the stock from the authorised purchaser with a view to divert 
it to the black market. This led to the introduction of the method of 
direct purchase of all available excess stock by Government through the 
local officers.- To afford the necessary statutory basis and authority for 
such purchases the Bice and Paddy (Acquisition • and Distribution) 
Order was passed by Government investing the District Magistrates 
with the required powers. r A uniform rate of Be. 1-4 Ab., was also 
fixed as the price of paddy per Standard Para throughout the State. 

There was, however, no uniformity in the system followed in ihe 
three Divisions in the purchase of excess stock ; and the absence of a 
co-ordinating authority in this respeot was also felt in the slow pace of 
purchases. A special officer designated as the Food Grains Purchase 
Officer was therefore appointed -and he was invested with the powers 
of a District Magistrate throughout the - State. Since there were no 
definite criteria for the ascertainment of purchasable excess and to 
remedy the defects inherent in the system which was vesting the dis¬ 
cretion in this respect with the local purchasing officer, Government 
fixed a graded quota as the quantity to be sold by owners of paddy 
lands beyond two acres in area. The quota which was in the nature 
of a sliding scale was applied uniformlythroaghout the State. The 
actual purchase Was made by the local Revenue Officers out of 
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advances sanctioned from time to time. In order to cope with the 
additional work involved, 5 Additional Assistant Peisbkars were ap¬ 
pointed in addition to 24 clerks, 247 Proverthicars and 85 peons in the 
various Talnk Offices. 

The purchase was made as far as possible in close collaboration 
with the local Kara' Committees. To facilitate' purchases and to pre¬ 
vent the black market, all private sales of 'paddy and rice were Statu¬ 
torily prohibited and it was also prescribed that no paddy or rice should 
be transported in.the State without permits from competent authori¬ 
ties. The uniform application of the-system of purchase on the basis 
of the acreage: of the field was seen to be unfair in certain cases since 
the fertility of the .field was found to. be widely varying. Substantial 
quantities of excess stock were also left with the bigger landowners. 
With a view to rectify these defects “and to accelerate the purchase 
from the next, crop onwards, the' whole subject was discussed at a 
meeting of the PoodrAdvisory Committee on the 28th June 1943 and 
it was decided that future purchases.should be effected on the basis of 
the yield of the land, as ascertained from the Pattern fixed at the .time of 
the Settlement. Settlement Pattom was treated as the basic minimum 
to.be purchased from every field ; the purchasable excess beyond - the 
Settlement Pattom being fixed by the looal Purchase Officer having 
regard to the reasonable requirements of the cultivator.for purposes of 
seed, cultivation expenses and bona-fide domestic consumption. The 
price of paddy was also raised and-fixed at Be. X As, 8., per Standard 
Para, • f; - - 

The Btock transported from outside and purchased in the State 
was being distributed on the authority of the respective Division 
Peishkars through the Tahsildars in the case of rural areas and the 
Municipal Councils in the case of urban centres. Towards the end of 
the year under report steps were taken to introduce rationing through¬ 
out 'the-State; and for this purpose the Rationing Preparatory Meas¬ 
ures Act was passed. , . ; 

Since then, statutory rationing has i been introduced throughout 
the whole'State and the procurement operations have been intensified. 
-A definite quota of foodgrains consisting of 1,63,000 tons of rice, 16,000 
tons of wheat, and wheat products; 51,000 tons of millets, 8,900 tons of. 
maize and 9,000 tons of pulses, has also Jjeen allotted to the State by 
the Central Government for the year 1944. As a result of all these, 
there has been a definite improvement in the food situation in the 
State. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Anchal (State Postal Department.) i 

Superintendent. . Mr. P. A. Kasim B. A., B. L. 

The Sirkar Anchal is one of the earliest-institutions in the 
State. Its reorganisation so long ago as 1784 A. ». is the earliest 
available record relating to the' department. Its 
Early History, original functioh was confined to the transmission 
of State papers and sundry artiales'like vegetables, 
flowers, etc , from mofussil stations, for use in the Palace and the Sri 
Padmanabha Swami temple. In 1848, the department was thrown 
open to Government servants .and petitioners, private letters of Gov¬ 
ernment servants and petitions from members of the public being 
carried free. Private covers were accepted from I860; and postage 
on letters, packets etc., was 'regulated, during the succeeding year. 
Registered envelopes were introduced in 1866, Anchal stamps and 
cards in 1888, the money order system in 1901, the value payable 
system in 1906 and the savings bank work in 1912. 

There were 372 Anchal offices at the end of the year 1117. One 
departmental Anchal office -and 3 non-departmental Anchal offices 
: were newly opened during the year. One non- 
Anchal Offices departmental Anchal' office was abolished during 
ctnd Letter Boxes, the year as it was working at & lost. Thus at the 
end of 1118, the total huinber op Anchal offices wsls 
373 of which 194 were departmental and 18i non-departmental. Of 
the 181 non-departmental Anchal offices, 40 wete in the experimental 
stage. The number of letter boxes at the end of the 'year was 615 as 
against 608 at the end of the previous year. ' f 

The number • of private articles‘posted ^during, the year: was 
l,7l t 69,249 as against T,84,14,378 in the previous year;. The number 
of official-articles was 39,37,036 and that'of privi- 
Ariicks'Posted', ^leged articles, 1,252,205- ds against • 5,215/524 apcl 
’ 1,076,635'fespectively in 1117, ’ • ' 0<"i , 
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The number of articles delivered during the, year was 24,977,447 
as against 23,277,527 articles in the previous year. This gave a total 
average of 35,939 articles and a daily average of 
Delivery of 101 articles for each Anchal man to deliver against 

Articles. a total average of 36,902 articles.and a daily average 

; of 101 articles in the previous year. 

As in.the previous year, 20 Anchal offices were doing insurance 
work. . The number of articles insured during the. year was 214 as 
against 334 in the previous year. The total number 
Value payable ^ of value payable articles both inland and foreign 
and Insured issued in Travancore during the year was 17,218 
Articles. against 16,965 in the previous year. Of these, 

1,205 "value payable articles were received for 
deliVdify in the Cochin State. .Including the 139 undelivered value 
payable articles of the' previous year and 3,821 received from the 
Cochin State for delivery, the total number of value payable articles 
for delivery was 19,973 as against 19,043 in the previous year, of which 
18,806 were delivered" to the addressees and 954 returned to the 
senders leaving a balance of 213 at the end of the year. 

The hundi branch of the department deals with inland hundies, 
foreign hundies for payment in Cochin, revenue hundies, Government 
revenue remittance hundie^hfid pension' payment 
Hundi Business, hundies. All the 375 Anchal offices in the State 
were doing hundi business'; The total number of 
hundies both inland and foreign issued in 1118 was 615,860 against 
582,418: in the previous year. The total number of hundies for deli¬ 
very in 1118 was 610,925 of which 605,208 were delivered in Travan- 
core, 311 were re-directed to Cochin foi; payment leaving a balance of 
5,406 pending payment at the end of 1118. The total amount of 
hundies paid was Bs. 69,99,201-17-8 which showed an increase of 
Bs, 16,86,430-4-16 in the delivery of money orders over that of the 
previous year. The numBer of revenue hundies issued during the year 
was 10,477 for Bs. 63,657-10-4'against 10,286 hundies for Bs. 56,251. 
22-13 in T117 and that of Government revenue remittance hundies 
was 483 .for Bs. 62,678-16-2 against 515. for Bs. 75,483-14-15 in the 
previous year. Eighty-thr.ee pension.payment hundies for Bs. 1,127- 
22-0 were issued against 64 hundies for Es. 962-15-0 in 1117. During 
the year money orders for.Bs.. 91,614-12-8 were issued in different 
offices free of commission against Bs. ‘60,055-11-2 in the previous year 
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and State Life Insurance money orders foi Its. 89,369-13-2 were paid 
to the Accountant-General's office against Es. 59,682-20-2 paid 
during 111?. 

The number of .Anchal offices doing sayings, bank work rose from 
157 to 160 and the number of savings bank- transactions effected during 
the year was 235,620 against 230,089 in the year 
Savings Bank. 7 1117. There were 134,019 deposits amounting to. 

Es. 2,12,48,551-21-10 and 101,601 withdrawals 
amounting to Rsf 1,25,37,450-7-8. The balance held by the savings 
banks at the end' of the year was Es.. 2,19,68,125-5-5 as against 
Es, 1,34,87,286-10-9 in the previous year. 

The -total number of Anchal offices doing telephone work at the 
. close of the year was 29 against. 26 in 1,117,. 
Telephone Work 24 hours service is guaranteed in all the telephone 
in AnehaX Ojfices. public oali offices- 

The total length of mail lines at the end of 1118 was 1,705J miles 
as against l,652f miles in the previous year and the transport of mails 
was made by railway for 99 miles, by motor boats 
Anchal Mail for 18 miles, by motor buses for 891J miles and by 
Lines. runners for 696|'miles. ' ' 

The worls of collection. ; pf psed Anchal stamps both service and 
ordinary and their sale, to the.public .(Philatelists) was introduced- 
.during the year. ,105,310 washed stamps were 
. Sale Proceeds . accordingly sold in public auction for Bh. Es. 201 
o/ Used Stamps. (Siv Es.,, 204-16-8). and the amount was added to 
the revenue of t-Jie department. 

The-AnchalSupei'intendenb- conducted inspettiohs of 168 Anchal 
offices during the year, most of which were Surprise 1 
Miscellaneous.' ihspectioffs,- ■ * .. 1 ~-- < 

Transport Department. 

director. , ,.u , AT?. #1. G. Sailer.' 

There was no..extension.of didinarysarvices-duriag the year. The 
s .express services -were extended ‘from Nagereoil to. 
..., B*hnsiwis, .CapeiCbjfiorin amhfiota E:ottayam.;;to Earur but. the 
and. .Be-ad. r former Was < withdrawn 4s- it did not prove to be 
juttme^p of, sufficiently popular. 

Service. 
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Tile number of passengers oarried during the year was 7‘6 millions 
against 8 millions in 1117 and the mileage operated 
Mileage') Fare was 4,829,685 as against 5,392,215 in the previous 

and traffic, year. The fares for passengers as well as parcels 
were increased with effect from 15th Eanni 1118, 
the former by 25 per cent, and the latter by 50 per cent., but the lag- 
gage charges remained unaltered. The fares for express service were 
also increased by 50 per cent. With a view to persuading short 
distance passengers to avail themselves of .'.the shuttle services wher¬ 
ever they existed, the fares on the shuttle services were kept at a 
level lower than in the case of those for through services. 

There were agents in all the important stations to receive parcels 
from consignors and to distribute them to consignees 

Farmhand and the number of such-agents at the end of the 
.. , Goods Trans- year was 49 as against 37 in the previous year. The 
Fort. receipts from parcels during the year amounted to 

Bs. 1,30,690 as against Es. 49,311 during the pre- 
, .. vicus year. - 

There was a - slight fall in the quantities of goods transported 
during theyedr.between Alwaye and Mannar, The total tonnage for 
111S m. B. was 16,105 as against 19,627 in the previous year. 

Most of the buses are equipped with saloon bodies which are so 
designed as to provide maximum riding comfort. A 

Amenities high standard of tidiness is maintained and the 
. to Passengers,: seats are regularly sprayed with insecticides. Wait. 

. *‘- ing rooms are provided .in impbrtatat stations. 

Civility and courtesy on the part of the operators towards passengers 
are insisted on, and any member of the. staff acting otherwise is severely 
dealt with. 

The grant of concession tickets to students was continued during 
the year. • Buses, were given on hire for excursions, tours, -marriages, 
etc., and special servioes were operated in connection with festivals and 
other important events. ,, 

There were 46 accidents during the. year as against 43 ia the pre¬ 
vious yoar.. Of these 21 were petty accidents, T7 

Accidents. were serious and 8 fatal accidents. The accident 
rate was one for every 105,000 miles run which was 
a little above the previous year’s. The endeavours of the department 
to minimise accidents ley propaganda and education ware continued. 
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The total gross receipts for the year 1118 amounted to Rs. 
Beceipts 30,12,899 and the expenditure to Rs. 22,66,064 
and Etpendi- . as against Rs . 20,72,544 and Rs. 17,53,210 respect; 
tu?e. vely during the previous year. 


Mint. 

The history of Travancore' coins dates hack to a period far earlier 
thah'the establishment of the Travancorq Mint at Padmanabhapuram 
in 965 m. e. (1789—90 a. d.) ' To begin with, gold 

General. coins known as anandaraijan fanams, silver 'clmeh- 
rams and copper cash were issued. The Mint was 
permanently transferred to Trivandrum in 1824 a. b. Gold, silver, 
zinc and copper coins were once in circulation, Travanfiore gold 
coins are not now legal tender. The existing ourrency is described in 
Chapter I. . 

Daring the early part of 1118, there'was a marked tendency 
towards the hoarding of small coins .thereby preventing their free cir¬ 
culation while on the other hand there was an unusually ke,en demand 
for small coins on account of the development of small scale industries, 
Government had therefore to call the pointed attention of the public by 
means of Press Communiques and Notifications to the ■ provisions in 
the Defence of Travancore Rules penalising the hoarding of coins 
more than to the extent of one’s personal or business requirements. 
A fresh supply of small coins was also minted and put into circulation. 
The weight of the State copper coins was reduced as shown below and 
coins of the reduced weight issued from the 25th Dhanu 1118;— 


1 chuckram 
| chuckram 
' £ chuckram 
Cash 


Original weight. 
157 gr: Troy' 
78‘5 gr. Troy 
.39-25 gr. Troy 
9'8125 gr. Troy 


Seduced weight. 
•120 gr. Troy 
60 gr. Troy 
30 gr. Troy 
7-5 gr. Troy 


The administrative control of the Mint is vested in the Financial 
* Secretary to Government, the immediate charge of 

• Control . • . the Mint being with the Superintendent of that 

institution. 
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The activities of the Government Mint were as in the past limited 
to the minting of copper coins, the only change being the manufacture 
' of blanks also as a temporary measure till blanks 

Minting.: were obtained from Bombay. The face value of 

‘ the copper coins minted during the year was Es. 
19,001., 

The following table shows the Sirkar coins assumed to he in circu¬ 
lation :— 

Coins in Circu¬ 
lation. 


Description of ! 

| Kane value of coins minted. J 


SK; 

L7p to (lie | 

In 11.8 

■ Total.- 

SlLVIiit.'-- 

lls. | 

Bs. j 

Rs. 


Its. - 

\ B, 


2n,:i.yioi* 
2,81,4 87 

5,00,934! 




-’^5,800 

Fanams 

7,6*2,08-1 

i 4,1)2,6211 

' 12,11,709 

| 34,117] 

ii ; 42,240 

8,38,35-2 

Total , 

■ SO,73,177 


10,39,0i9| 2,31,097] 

5,80,172 

32.21,780 

Cq?rnxt. 




| ■ i 



One'chnckmm 

; 12,82,202 ■ 


12/.tS 55R 



12,87,560 

Half chuokram 

5^22,882 


0,24,941 



pV447 

Quarter dmckmm . 

j v'ojso 

! - 

; ij^ilbu 



f;??!s3o 

Total 

!'22,'To,500 

19,001] 

1 23,6-1,501 

| ■ 10,873j 

1 .. 1 

j 22,47,62^ 

Total of fcilvev anfll 







: 33,24,077 

| 9,78,573 

05,03,550 

! 2,47,910 

| 5,86,172 

5t,G9,*0S 


Four hundred and fourteen Sirkar coins of various denominations 
to the face value of Es. 68 chs. 15 and also one 
Coins Cut. . British Indian Eupeo coin were cut by the'. Treasury 
i ' • Officers during the year as defective. 

The total receipts of the department during 1118 amounted to 
* , Bs. 1,37,070. of which Es. 1,37,666 represented the 
liccr.ipts and gain on silver coinage. An expenditure of Es, 
Expenditure. 3,638 was incurred on account of establishment 

Charges and contingencies. 





172 


GOVERNMENT PEES3 


[CHAP. 


Government Press. 

Superintendent. ‘ Mr. P . E: Mathew, B. A. 

The Government Press was'first organised about the year 1886 
..... a. u. In addition to tlie Government Gazette pub. 
(i'auend. listed every Tuesday, the most. important publica¬ 
tions printed at the Government Press, in conjunction 
with the Central Prison Press, are the State Administration report, 
the departmental reports, the statistical volhme, the proceedings of 
both the houses of the Legislature and the Leaders and test boohs for 
'schools. The strength of the Press staff at the close of the year under 
report was -120 consisting of 2 gazetted officers, 156 salaried employees, 
188 permanent piece-workers and 74 temporary piece-workers includ¬ 
ing 20 women, 

The value of the plant at the-end of the previous year stood at 
Its. 1-78 lakhs. Types etc., cast in the Government 
MaoJiinery Press and purchased from outside valued, at Bs. 
and d-lcutl. 21,672 were added to the stock. Deducting depre- 

■ ciation and making allowance for battered types etc., 

issued and deducting the value of plant transferred to other depart¬ 
ments, the value of the plant at the end of the "year stood at Bs. 1*81 
lakhs. , ' 

The number of standard pages of foolscap folio set in the composing 
section was.. 55,977 against 60,847 in the previous 
Out-turn. year. The. total number ,of impressions struck in 
the machine section was 23,823,224 against 
24,5;0,011 in 1117. In the type foundry 16,242 lbs-, of types, spaces, 
quads and, quotations and 3,691 square inches of engraved line blocks 
plates etc., were cast and cut during the year.,,. The binding section 
escoufed'‘works valued ,'at Bs. 57,489 against ,-Bs. 47,295 in. the 
previous’year. The total value of printing apd binding works done for 
the various departments during the year, amounted’.to Bs. 2'51 lakhs 
agairist Bs. 2‘67 lakhs in the previous year. 4,920 lbs. of types valued 
at lys, 3,690 were cast, in.the Thompson type-casting machines against 
0,004 lbs 1 . ...in the previous year. Metal and rubber stamps to the value 
of Bs. 629 were.made and supplied during the year. 

Comparing the cost of production with the total out-turn, it is 
seen that for every rupee spent, the Press was able to show Bs, 1- 8 
worth of work, , 
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the Gazette and the departmental 
years 1117 and 1118 m. e. is given 



In addition to the 52 weekly issues of the Gazette, 25 Extraordi¬ 
nary Gazettes were also published against 18 in the previous year. 


■r Stationery. ; ; 

The subjoined statement shows the receipts and expenditure under 
stationery during 1118 M. 'fi.. 



During the year under report purchases to the value of Es; 
2,83,107 were made against Es. 8,02,816- during the previous year. 
The value of articles issued ■ (hiring the year 1118 amounted to Bs, 
2,55,472 against Es.’ 1,01,771 in the previous year. The value of stock 
on hand at the close of the year was Ka. 2,38,724. 
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Presses and Publications. 

There were 172 printing presses at the close of the year 1118 
against 177 in 1117. The number of books published from the various 
presses was 90. Of these, 56 were published in 
Newspapers ' Malayalam, 18 in English, 5 in Tamil, 7 in English 
and' Penodieals. and Malayalam, 1 in Sanskrit and Malayalam, 1 in 
English and Tamil and 2 in other languages. As 
in the previous ■ years, the majority of the publications issued from 
private presses related to general literature and the rest dealt with 
religion, history, education, medicine, science and other subjects. 

Thera were 79 newspapers and periodicals published in the State 
during the. year against .70 in 1117. .. Of these, 30 were published m 
Malayalam, 14 id English, 5 in Tamil, 25 in English and Malayalam, 
1 in English, Malayalam and Latin, 1 in Sanskrit and 'Malayalam, 2 
in English and Tamil and 1 in English and Latin. Of the newspapers 
and periodicals in circulation, 6 were dailies, 16 weeklies, 1 bi-monthly, 
47 monthlies, 3 published once in two months, 1 quarterly, 3 published 
once in four months, 1 bi-annually and' T annually. Of the 79 news¬ 
papers and periodicals, 20 were devoted to general and political, 34 to 
social and religious, 1 to commercial, 1 to medical and public health, 
3 to legal, 3 to humorous and 17 to general, educational and literary 
topics. During the year finder report, 7 licenses were issued to news¬ 
papers and periodicals under Section 3 of the Travandofe' Newspapers 
Act, V of 1101, as amended by Act IV of 1110. The total number of 
newspapers and periodicals that were being published at the close of 
the year was.7Q. 

The Press Boom and Enquiry Office in the General and Revenue 
Secretariat which was organised in 1090 m. e. (1915 a. ,j».) is now 
under the immediate control of the Director of In- 
Department formation. He serves as a link between the Govern- 
bf Information, ment and the Press, issues communiques and press 
» - notes whenever necessary, furnishes correct reports 

about Government activities, keeps the Government informed of the 
trend of public opinion as reflected in the newspapers within and out¬ 
side the State and gives effective, publicity to matters relating to the 
. State. He also attends to the correspondence relating to the issue of 
licenses to newspapers and the' working of the Copyright Act. Infor¬ 
mation regarding the State is promptly supplied to tourists and others 
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when required. In the Press Boom, accredited press representatives 
are given all possible information relating to important administrative 
measures and appointments of Government, the working of the various 
departments, the new schemes planned by Government, the program¬ 
mes of the tours of His Highness the Maharaja, etc. 

Since September 1040, the Department of Information has been 
publishing an illustrated monthly journal called ‘Travanoore Infor¬ 
mation’ the object of which is to keep the public of 
_ Travanoore Travanoore and outside the State informed of the 
Information variousjaetivities on $hich the Government arc 
. and Listener. engaged for the agricultural and industrial rehabili¬ 
tation of the country and also to enable a bird’s eye 
view to bo taken of the happeningsin-. the State from time to time in 
proper perspective. In April 1943, the name of the : journal was 
changed iifto “Travanoore Information and Listener.” The advance 
programmes of the TravSncore Radio are included in the publication, 


, Archaeological Department, 

birector of Archaeology.^ Mr. R. Vasiuhva Podnval, B. A. 

Government sanctioned the establishment of an Archaeological 
department in 1071 m. b. The work of the depart- 

Ocneral. ment is embodied in the Travanoore Archeological 
Series published from time to time. 

During the veil' under report sixteen unpublished inscriptions 
. were copied -and:, deciphered. The department 

Epigraphy, undertook a survey of ancient works of art which 
• . ; . have.not hitherto been brought to light. Auniqae' 

discovery of the year was that of an illustrated Ramayana. manuscript 
in palm leaf. A collection of ancient gold coins numbering over 2jlQQ 
in the custody of the Government was examined and listed. 

Museum of Antiquities. 

The Museum of Antiquities at Padmanabhapuram received eonsi■> 
derable attention during the yeai and many valuable additions were 
made to the stock of exhibits. The 'total' number of visitors in the 
year was 70,540 as against 74,665 during the previous year. 
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Museums. 

Art Adviser to Government Profestof J. il, Cousins, 

to supervise Government 
Museums and Picture ' ; 

Galleries, 

Officer in 'charge of the Mr, E. Vasudeva Poduval 

Museums. i’* -' i - 

Tile Museum was originally started about the year 1853 a. is. and 
was located in its present site in 1880. The object of the foundation 
was to encourage science and art. The Public 
General. Gardens - came .into existence in 1850 a. d. Soon 

after, a Zoological section was formed with His 
Highness the Maharaja’s private menagerie as its nucleus. The 
Muse am,, the Public Gardens and the Zoo formed one administrative 
unit till the end of 1111 M. n„ when the first as also the second and 
third were placed under the control of two separate officers designated 
officers-in-charge. The two latter ibranches together are now known 
as the ‘ Government Gardens ’ under the control of an Honorary Direc¬ 
tor, assisted by a full-time Superintendent. The institutions, as they 
exist to-day, are.the growth of well over half a century and they have 
been giving instruction and .pleasure to several thousands of 1 people 
every year.' ■ 

One important feature of the year under report was the bifurcation 
.of the institution and the removal of the Natural History collections to 
the-Shankumughom Palace building to . relieve congestion. The -space 
gained in the Government Museum , by the transfer of the Natural 
History, specimens was utilised for the better display of the collections 
of ait and handicrafts consisting of bronzes, stone and wooden vigmhas 
metal; lamps, jewellery, ivory articles and musical instruments which 
were all tastefully arranged. : . . 

The following are some of the most important additions to the 
collection's in the Museum during the year :— 
Additions. • ‘ 

1, A. ratham from Padmanabhapuram riehly carved with figures 
of the Hindu pantheon and. Puranic Heroes ; 
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2. Pour wooden images, one of Brahma, one of Narasitnha and 

2 of Dakshina Murtis, from the Thiruvattar temple; 

3. A collection of gold coins and bronze images purchased from 

Madras. . 

, The Museum was kept open to the public for 305 days'in the 
year. 


Government Gardens and the Zoo. 

Honorary Director. Dr. D. Jivanayakam. 

The Zoo live-stock at the commencement of the year was 696 
consisting of 252 mammals, 385 birds, 37 reptiles 
Zoo. and 22 fishes. During the year 36 mammals,. 17 

birds and 6 reptiles were added to the stock. The 
number that died during the year was 86 and the number disposed of 
by Bale was 105, the total number of live-stock' at the end of the year 
being 564, 

The number of visitors to the Zoo increased from that of the pre¬ 
vious year, the average number of visitors per day being 271 against 
238 in the previous year. In addition to the visitors admitted on 
payment of the nominal gate fee, many parties of students and teachers 
were admitted free. 

The Gardens are divided into two sections, the top garden and the 
lower garden. The top garden where there are 
Gardens. many drives and paths, lawns and flowering plants 
is an evening resort of the people. The attraction 
of the lower garden is that it has a small lake for boating. 

The Sri Chltralayam. 

Art Adviser to Government to Professor j. H. Cousins, 

supervise Government Museums 
and Picture Galleries. ' • . 

Officer in charge. Mr. M. 11. Madhavan 

TJnnithan, B. A. 

The Sri Chitralayam which is the State Art Gallery was founded. 
in Kanni 1111 M. e„ and has been rendering valuable service by its 
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display of' representative paintings, particularly in Kerala and of 
examples of Asian paintings in affinity with those in India. 

The following paintings and illuminated manuscripts were .added 
to the Gallery during the year under report 

Additions. 

1. Paintings by the late Kaja Kavi Varma— 

(a) Vishnumaya in oil colours; 

( b) An oil painting of the Valia Raja of Parappanad ; 

(c) Portrait, in oils, of Mr. Ramanatka Rao ; 

( d) A portrait, in oils, of Mrs. Bamanatha Bao, daughter of 

Sir T. Madhava Bao; 

2. ' Two old anonymous paintings, Radha Krishna, and Krishna’s 

dance with the Gopis; 

3. Four miniature paintings by Mr. Bi-reswar Sen, m. a. (presented 

by the Dewan); ■ 

4. Portrait of; the Emperor Aurangazeb riding an elephant: an 

old Mughal painting of high artistic quality and historical 
value; 

5. Panj Surah-Chapters of Quran ; in . the Emperor Aurangazeb’s 

own calligraphy; and signed by himself (1078 Hijari): 

6. Dasama-Skanda (Life of Sri Krishna) in ; Gurumukhi script by 

Batan Singh ; with 300 miniature Rajput paintings; * 

'i. Maha Bharata in Persian—-Translated from the Sanskrit by 
Faizi of Akbar’s Court with Rajput paintings ; 

8. Voyage Lu Chevalier Chardin, in French : (presented by the 

Dewan); and 

9. Miniature Quran in a tiny Gold Case. 

The total number of visitors to the Gallery during the year was 
12,527. Groups of students from various institu- 
Yisitors. . tions in the State and outside as well as excursion 
parties visited the Gallery during the year. ’ 

The Sri Chitra Home lor the Destitute and the Infirm. 

The Sri.Chitra Home for the Destitute and the Infirm was estab¬ 
lished at Trivandrum in 1110 M. E. with the donation of Rs. 50,000 
given by His Highness the Maharaja. ‘ Further donations, including a 
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Bum of Rs. 1,000 from Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi 
were received -subsequently. „ The control and management of the 
Home are jested in a Board appointed by Government. ■ ' 

. There were 81 inmate^ in the Hope at the .end of the year—40 ' 
adults and 41 orphans. - Twenty-three adults and 40 orphans- were fed 
during the year. The average cost of feeding per head per diem was 
chs. 4 and cash 12 for adults and chs. 3 and oash 8 for minor orphans. 
The total expenditure in running the Home amounted to Rs, 6,714 as 
against Bs. 3,924 in the previous year. 

The number of school-going children in the Home at the end of 
the year was 30. Twenty-five orphans were given training in weaving 
and articles worth Bs. 1,124 were manufactured during 1118. 

Jhe Public Service. 

PublicService Commissioner, Mr . S. N.. Ure, M• A. 

The year under report is the eighth year of the working of the 
Public Service Department. During Hhe last seven years the depart¬ 
ment was working on a temporary basis. It was 
General. made permanent with effect from the beginning of 

the year under report. The Public Service Com. 
missioner is assisted by a non-official ^Advisory Committee which met 
twice during the year. 

The number of recruitments advised was 2,036 against 7 48 in 1117 
and 1,321 in 1116. In addition to these there were about 700 advices 
which became ineffective owing to the non- availabi- 
Becndtment — lity of the candidates, a majority of them having 
General. left the State- for military service. 

Of the six candidates in the first batch of Civil Service Proba¬ 
tioners who have completed their training, two have been posted as 
Superintendents in the [Accounts Department, two 
■Recruitment to as Tahsildars, one as Inspector of Police and one 
the Higher JJitiv- as Assistant Excise Commissioner. The training of 
sion—The- Civil the second batoh of Civil Service Probationers was 
Service. continued during the year. 
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:■ Fourteen selective tests were held for appointments in .the Inter. 

mediate Division 'of the public service during the 
Intermediate year. The total number of candidates interviewed 
Division. was 35 out of a total number of 57 applicants and 

the number of advices made for appointments in 
this division was also 35. 

Selective tests were, held in respect of 43 appointments, The 
total number of applicants for appointments in the 
Lower Division. Lower Division was 2,123 and the total number of 
recruitments advised was 926, 

The following statement shows.the number of candidates advised 
for recruitment from the several recognised communities during 
1118:- 
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New Churches and Mosques. 

During IJie year, permission was granted for opening 8 churches 
ant! 2 mosques. 


The State Life Insurance (Public Branch.) 

The State Life Insurance Scheme-Public Branch completed its 
second quinquennium by the end of the year under 
General, report. The revised rules brought into effect from 

1115 provide inter alia, for the enhancement of the 
period of grace in the case of monthly and quarterly instalments from 
fifteen days to one calendar mpnth, an automatic nonforfeiture scheme, 
special claim concessions and facilities for grant of cash loans on poli¬ 
cies of over three years’ duration etc. These facilities are much appre¬ 
ciated by the public. The maximum risk on male lives has also been 
raised from Es, 5,0.00 to Bs. 10,000, Policy holders have been en¬ 
abled-to make remittances of premium etc , through the departmental 
Ahehal Offices free of commission, so ihat tliey may pay np with the 
least delay. The progress of the scheme during the year 1118 was 
rapid and phenomenal as compared with previous records. A most 
satisfactory feature of the scheme is that it has become very popular 
■with the middle classes in the State. 

During the year 1,913 proposals amounting to Bh. Es. 19’273 
lakhs were received against 1,097 proposals for 
Proposals. Bh. Bs. 12’35 lakhs in 1117. Inclusive of 39 pro¬ 
posals for Bh. Bs. 0*508 lakh pending disposal at 
the beginning of the .year there were - in all 1,952 proposals for Bh. 
Bs. 19'781 lakhs to be dealt with daring the year. Out of these, 25 
proposals for Bh. Bs. 27, 500 'were either rejected or cancelled, 75 
proposals wore subjected to a reduction of Bh. Bs. 0'912 lakh and 
1,448 proposals for Bh. Bs. 18*559 lakhs were accepted leaving a 
balance of 409 proposals for Bh. Bs. 4'463 lakh? under/various stages 
of'conaideratiou. 

-Policies completed after age had been admitted amounted to 993 
for Bh. Bs, 10-135 lakhs as against 1,003 policies 
Policies. for Bh. Bs. 10*53 lakhs in 1117. The total number 

of policies ■ issued to the last .day of 1118 was 9,657 
fox ft total assurance of. Ph. Bs. 87*055 lakhs. 
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Forty-five'claims on 46 policies foi 1 Bh. Bs. 31,600 arose during 
the year. Including the thirty-four claims on 35 
Claims. policies for Bh. Bs. 27,200 relating to the previous 

year, seventy-nine claims on 81 policies came up for 
settlement. Out of these, twenty-two claims on 23' . policies for Bh. 
Bs. 18,400 were settled and five claims on 6 policies for Bh. Its. 5,500 
were rejected, leaving a balance of fifty-two claims on 52 policies for 
Bh. Rs. 34,000 unsettled at the end of the year under report. The 
delay in the settlement of claims was mainly due to the non-receipt of 
the requisite 'documents. 

Nine policies for Bh. Bs. 5,600 were surrendered during the year 
Surrenders. ■ ■■■. for Bh, Rs. 521-5-0 and payments made thereon. 

.... During the year underreport,, 1,203 policies for Bh. Bs. .10*343 
lakhs lapsed and by taking prompt action, revivals 
Lapses and lie -, were effected in respect of 942 policies for Bh. 
vivals. . ' Bs. S:799 laklis realising a. revival • fee of Bh. 

Bs. 449-0-0. . , 

305 cash loans to the extent of Bh. Rs. 26,337 were granted to 
policy holders charging interest at the rate of 
Cash Loans. per cent, per annum, i. e., one pie per rupee per 
mensem. 

Receipts for the year inclusive of repayment, of cash loans, in¬ 
terest on investments etc., amounted to Sr. Bs. 4*49 
Meceipts and lakhs while the disbursements of the year inclusive 
Payments. of loan on policies, agents’ commission, medical fee, 

salaries and establishment charges, postage, etc., 
amounted to Sr. Rs. 86,646. 

After making the disbursements, the cash balance to the credit 
.of the fund at the end of the year 1118 stood at 
Funds. Sr. Bs. 16*79 lakhs which was Sr. Rb.- 3’63 lakhs 

more than the closing balance of 1117. . 

S The proportion of expenditure incurved ou the management of 
• business to the premium income realised during the 
" Ftapense. Jiatio. year-vyas 10*01 per cent-- as compared with 10*05 
' per cent..during the previous year. . , 
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State Life insurance. 

(Government Servants’ Branch.) 

Government servants in the permanent pensionable service of the 
State and those of. the funds whose services are 
General, pensionable from the general revenues are eligible 

for insurance in this branch. Palace subordinates 
who are eligible fqr pension either from Government or from Palace 
funds and who hold permanent appointments are also eligible for in¬ 
surance in this branch and officers in temporary service arc also eli¬ 
gible under certain conditions. The administrative control of the fund 
is vested in the Accountant-General. 

There were four proposals for which policies were pending issue 
i at the end of 1117 and during the year under re- 
Pruposals• port ton fresh proposals were received. Sight poli¬ 

cies were issued in the year and the number of pro¬ 
posals pending at the end of the year was six. 

The number of policies in force at tho end of the year 1117 was 
603, the ^tal sum assured being Bs. 5'39 lakhs. 
Vulidcs. . Eight policies for an aggregate sum of Es. 32,5115 
were issued during the year and eighteen policies 
for a total amount of Es. 30,706 were removed. The number of poli¬ 
cies in force at the end of the year ,1118 was 593 for a total sum assured 
of Es. 5'21 lakhs. ' ... 

There were 2 claims on 2 poficies pending settlement at the end 
of 1117 and during the year under report 24 claims 
'Claim s. on 30 policies arose .afresh. Out of these 26 claims 

on 32 policies, 16 claims on 18 policies were'settled 
during the year. The amounts paid on the three death claims and the 
thirteen claims by maturity were Es- 2,328 and Es. 28,377 respectively. 
Ton claims on fourteen policies were pending settlement at the end of 
the year under report- 

Thirty loans on 3.1. policies wel-e 'paid during the year for’ a total 
sum of. Es. 2,747. The receipts during tlie year 
Liianx agamt on account of loan repayments including interest 
Policies. amounted to Ea, 5,108. 
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The year opened with a balance b£ ‘Bs. 4’80 lakhs. The receipts 
for the year including interest allowed to the fund 
"Receipts and amounted to Bs. 39,313 and the expenses amounted 
Payments. to Bs. 41,941. . . 

State Savings Bank, 

Savings-bank business is conducted in all the State treasuries and 
also in important Anchal Offices. During the year 

General. under report, the savings bank business was abolished 
in two ‘Anchal Offices and introduced in five other 
Anchal Offices, thus increasing the number of offices doing this business 
from 188 iii 1117 to 191 in 1118. Besides the ordinary deposit 
accounts open to the public, there are security deposit accounts allowed 
in favour of Government contractors for the due performance of the , 
work undertaken by them and also in favour of Government servants 
■who have to furnish security in respect of the appointments held by 
them- ■ Public Accounts are permitted in the case of municipalities, 
co-operative societies and other public bodies and institutions constitu. 
ted for purposes other than the personal advantage of the contributors. 
I'ixed.deposit accounts are allowed to be opened in the treasuries by 
the Municipalities and Devaswoms having personal deposit accounts at 
treasuries and also on behalf of some of the Funds. 

The number of savings bant accounts rose from 180,679 at the 
end of 1117 to 191,097 at the end of 1113. The 

Volume 6j ' total balance of deposits also showed a rise from Bs. 

Business.. 288‘80 lakhs at the end of 1117 to Bs. 406*15 lakhs 
at the end of thg. year under report. There was a 
steady rise in the number of depositors and in the deposit balances 
during the last ten*years except in regard to the closing balance in the 
year 1112. This steady rise indicates not only a gratifying increase in 
the voluine of business but also the popularity and the usefulness of 
the 'Government s&Vings bank among the-' general public for investing 
their small savings. • 

State Provident Fund, 

The State Provident Fund was instituted in" the' year 1107 with 
the object of providing facilities for Government servants to invest a 
portion of their pay every month and to withdraw the accumulated 
Savings when they retire'from service. It is a provision for the families 
Of the'subscribers in the event of the premature'death'of the latter, 

All employees in permanent pensionable service tinder Government and 
local bodies may subscribe to the fund. Subscription to the fund is com¬ 
pulsory for all permanent entrants into Government service after 
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1-8-1107 who are not policy-holders in the official branch of the State 
Life Insurance Scheme. The minimum rate of monthly subscription 
to the fund is fixed at chuckram one per rupee of 4he pay for officers 
who draw a pay of Bs. 15 and above limited to Bs. 100 per mouth and. 
chuckrams one and a half for officers drawing a higher salary. The 
maximum rate of subscription is fixed at chuckrams four in all the 
above cases. For employees getting a pay of less than Bs, 15 the 
amount that they may contribute monthly is chs. 14 or ehs. 7 as they 
nhooso. 

1,807 subscribers were admitted to the fund in 1118 against 1,291 
in the year 1117. The total number of subscribers admitted to the 
fund up to tlie end of 1118 was 18,948. The amount of subscription 
realised in 1118 was.Ks. lakhs against Bs. 3'47 lakhs in 1117. 
Interest paid on the deposits in 1118 amounted to Bs, 81,725 against 
Ks. 69,288 in 1117. ; 

The number of accounts finally closed in 1118 was 246 against 
242 in 1117, the amount paid being Ks. 91,319 against Ks. 1'28 lakhs 
in 1117. There were- 1,091 temporary withdrawals for Ks. 61,455 
against 1,235 withdrawals for Bs. 65,943 in 1117. A sum of Bs, 62,775 
towards principal and Bs. l,822.ns interest was realised in 1118 while 
the amounts realised in 1117 were Bs. 58,898 and Bs. 2,608 respec¬ 
tively. The closing balance at the end of 1118 was Bs. 24,62,835 
against Bs. 21,18,226 at the close of 1117. The fund continued to 
maintain its steady progress in 1118. 

Defence Savings Provident Fund. 

To enable Government servants of the State to take part- in the 
Defence Savings movement, Government have started with effect from 
lBt Thulam 1115 the Travancore Defence Savings Provident Fund 
similar to the one instituted in British India. The contributions ^o 
'this fund are invested in the 3 per cent. Defence Bonds of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The fund is administered by the Travancore Govern¬ 
ment in the Finance Department and the accounts are kept by the 
Accountant-General. The amount at the credit of the subscribers can 
be finally withdrawn on their quitting service or on the expiry of 12 
months from the date, of termination of the war whichever is earlier. 
Of the thirty-three subscribers admitted to the Fund in 1116, thirty-two 
continued their subscription in 1117 aud thirty-one in 1113, there being 
no new entrants in 1117 or HI 8 - . 

Huzur Cutcherry, Trivandrum,! • 0. P. Bamaswami Aivab, 
29th June 1944. J Deivm. 
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